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tax by 3p 


Ssv 


Diane Coyle and Colin 
Brown 

The Chancellor could deliver a 
much bigger lax bonanza in 
next Tuesday's Budget than" ex- 
. pected, according to City ex- 
perts. Some are now predicting 
up lb 3 pence off the basic rate 
or income tax, with a giveaway 
worth as much as £6bn rather 
than the prudent £2bn-3bn 
-they previously anticipated. 

- Treasury officials were con- 
cerned earlier in the week that 
spectacularly good figures "for 
gm/emmen ('spending and rev- 
‘ in October would m- 
r crease thepoliticaJ pressure for 


larger tax cuts than the state of 
the economy justifies. 

’» Siewen Befl^ chief economist, 
at investment bank Deutsche 
Moigan Grenfell, said: “If the 
Chancellor can now keep the fi- 
nancial markets happy by fore- 
casting lower government 

£4bn or£5bn, there is no earth- 
ly reason he will not do ii 
ahead of the election.” 

A tax-cutting budget would 
provide the’tonic the Govern- 
ment desperately needs to lift 
the shaken morale of Tory 
backbenchers, who were threat- 
ening renewed rebellion over 
Europe. 


But senior party figures cau- 
tioned against an over-generous 
give-away, which could turn 
sour, if it led to inflation and in- 
creased interest rates before the 
election. 'There have been a se- 
ries of warnings bn monetary 
aggregates and the increasing 
buoyancy of die housing mar- 
ket which should be heeded by 
the Chance nor,” said one for- 
mer Cabinet minister. 

A ministerial source said the 
Chancellor was likely to con- 
centrate on reducing the in- 
creasing debt burden, which 
had worried the City. But par- 
ty sources are espectmg-a “in- 
— ----- Budget by * v ~ 


Chancellor, an astute politician, 
who recognises it could be the 
Tbries’ last throw of the dice be- 
fore the election. 

The City economists calcu- 
late that better- than-forecasl 
growth in tax revenues this 
year will last, giving the Gov- 
emment an extra £6-8bn to split 
between bigger reductions in 
ta y aa d a lower forecast for the 
public sector borrowing re- 
quirement, without having to 
cut spending plans very much 
at all. 

“He will be able to achieve 
all three things simultaneous- 
ly,” said Adam Cole, an econ- 
omist at brokers James CapeL 


The City’s earlier calcula- 
tion’s that the Budget would 
have to be very tight this year 
were based on ultra-cautious 
Treasury forecasts for tax rev- 
enues. summer forecast 
the Treasury revised down ex- 
pected revenues and revised up 
expected borrowing because 
of last years “missing millions" 
in VAT and corporation tax re- 
ceipts. 

However, those missing rev- 
enues reappeared in October. 
Figures published on Monday 
showed a surge in taxes. 

According to Mr Cole, if rev- 
enues kept up the same pace for 
the rest of this financial year. 


government borrowing could 
end up more than £5hn under 
its £27bn target. 

Kevin Darlington at brokers 
Hoarc Goveti said Mr Clarke 
could credibly haw an extra 
£6bn next financial year, all of 
it available for tax' cuts if he 
stuck to the same borrowing 
forecast as before. That would 
allow for 3 pence off the basic 
rate of income tax, although he 
thought a combination of 
smaller lax cuts and reduced 
borrowing more likely. 

Most analysts had, until this 
week, been predicting that the 
Chancellor could trim at most 
£2-3bn off taxes. 


None of the City experts 
think that he should put more 
money in consumers’ pockets, 
however. All put the unex- 
pected upturn in the state of the 
Government's books down to 
the strong pick-up in spending, 
and argue that it should be used 
to gel the public finances into 
better shape. 

“The worst derision that can 
be taken at this stage of the cy- 
cle is to allow consumers to 
share in the benefits of an un- 
expectedly large reduction in 
the budget deficit." said Mr Jef- 
frey'. That had been Nigel Law - 
son's mistake in the late 1981k. 
he said. 




nrttt y Goodgofly; my broRy. Martin Men trf North London Railways dragged as a down to help sort out hundreds of untbreHas from RafttracR’g lost property for sale yesterday at Euston station In aid of Children hi Need 
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over coalition fear 


£olln Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Paddy Ashdown is facing a 
- j ^grassrooLs revolt led by one of 
‘35s own MPS against a Liberal 
- ; ^Democrat coalition with New 
■ ' ‘-Labour because they fear a_sell 
v but of principles for seats in a 

■ r VCabinci underTony Blair 

. Elizabeth Lynne, the Liber- 
f* -al DCmocral MP for Rochdale, 
-f and =16 senior Liberal Democ- 

; raite including local council lead- 
and parliamentary 
' candida tes, wrote to Mr Ash- 
down yesterday to protest at the 
direction the party.' wasnaking 
■ under his leadership. . 

In the letter which -7te In- 


dependent has obtained, Ms 
Lynne says: “We need assur- 
ances that the party is not go- 
ing to be sold out fora handful 
of Cabinet seats. If this were to 
be the case you certainly would 
not have our support on it We 
are an independent party and 
must remain so.” 

.. Ms Lynne told The Indepcnr 
denrttot she behevedmany Lib- 
eral Democrat MPS shared her 
concern about toedose- coop- 
era tionwithihe Labour Party. 
But ]eaddrshB?3purces made it 
dear that tfieLiberal Democrat 
leaderls demnnmed to cany on 
with the strategy, which could 
have a crucial bearing on tbe out- 
come of the general election. 


“We understand their con- 
cerns but they are a small mi-, 
hority of people who are 
isolated.” one source said. Mr 
Ashdown will tell the dissidents 
that the party endorsed his strat- 
egy lyeiKHhg“equi(fetarKe”^ 
tween Tory and Labour at its 
party conference in 1995. ' 

The extraordinarily - frank 
terms irf the letrerwiU astonish 
ffie_ Liberal Democrats' oppo- 
. bents bat Mr Ashdown’s aides 
said there were no plans to dis- 
cipline Ms Itynhe. . 

.The- tetter Sank-Wfe are to- 
tally oppbsed to any pact or 
ooalitiba with Labour before or 
after the nextgeneral election 
and fed that tins is in actual fact 


what you are working towards. 

“We don’t believe that you 
will be able to cany the party 
with you and it will lead to in- 
evitable splits which could ir- 
reparably damage the Liberal 
Democrats.” 

The focus for their unrest is 
the joint commission on consti- 
tutional reform headed by Robin 
Cook, Labour's Shadow Foreign 
Secretary, and the Liberal De- 
mocrats’ Robert Madennan, 
which is preparing plans for an 
incoming Labour government to 
deliver Scottish and Welsh de- 
volution, reform of the House of 
Lords, and possible voting re- 
form for the Commons. 

- Ms Lynne, an outspoken crit- 


ic of closer links with Labour at 
local council level, said joint ini- 
tiatives on constitutional re- 
form and other issues were seen 
as a “Lib-Lab pact. We believe 
there should be no more joint 
press conferences on this or any- 
thing else ... We need to have 
more statements about our dis- 
tinctive policies and we should 
be attacking tbe Government 
and Labour on key issues." 

Leading party members who 
signed the letter included Ash- 
ley Byrne, a member of the par- 
ty’s federal executive, Ron 
Marshall, the Liberal Democ- 
rat mayor of Preston, and coun- 
cillor Peter Moore, leader of the 
Liberal Democrats in Sheffield. 
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' What do the 70s rodebandfiw. 
Barter's Adagio for Sirhifp, a El- 
Ue-knOwn Cambridge band 
called Ezio and the Beatles 
have in common ? They are all. 
The Independent can reveal, fop 
of Tony Blair’s personal charts. 
, The Labour leader yesterday 
•went to Broadcasting House to 
. bare his musical soul -to Sue 
Lawlev for Desert Island Discs, 
which" will -he * broadcast ; at 
. 12.15pm tomorrow. . - 

Sou rces at the BBC reyea^d 
- that the castaway's selection in-, 
i dudedthe Barber work, possa- 
bly one of the most emcmonal 
pi eces of music of vraich was 

the theme tune of the films- 
Platoon and 77/e Elephant Mart. 

“CancdTbday”, noted forU| 
“sacdteribed roman bessn and 
Tsimg little^knowii 

.Cambridge. band called. Ezio, 


and “Wshing WhlT by fee fea- 
ture in -Mr Blair’s selection of 
eight nines;! Free’s most fa- 
mous song is “All Right Now” . 

Wishing Well is described in the 
recently released Rough Guide 
to Rock ns.’Ttodger'sithe lead 
singerj-heartfellplea to Kossor 
• [who. was . on drugs] to pull 
kftnself together^. 

Mr Blair, who himself was 


understood to nave aiaseii ««. 
least one Beatles song, at least 
three' other songs from the ous 
and 70s and only, oi»fr or two 
classical tunes. There fe a no-, 
table absence of ary Rolling 
Stones or David Bowie. Mick 
Jagger is Blair’s favourite icon, 
and he is known for his Jagger 
' -nations'. 


impersonations; . 

Desert Island Discs likes 1 to 
record a co 
advance but 


record a couple of ^weeks in 
tfe BBC srnd yes- 


terday was the eiariiest date Mr 
Blair could make. - 

At a glance, it appears that. 

■ he has norsetout to satisfy the 
music tastesof the nation in his 
selection. In 1995 Mr Blair de- 
clared: “Rock music is the love 
of ny life”, a sentiment reflected ; 
.in . bis choices. - ; 

In contrast JohnMajor, who; : 
went on Desert Island Discs in 
1992, selected mostly classical 
ttmes; His-non-dassical choic- 
es were "The. Happening” fcy 
Diana Rrs&and the Supremes, ; 
“The- Best is Yet to Come” by . 
Frank Sinatra and Count Basie, 
plus aaw^commaitaty by 
John Arlott-' 

Mr Blairis Juxiiiy item re- . 
mains a sfccret.bnt Mr Major 

asked to be stranded with a full- 

size ie plica of 2 k Oval cricket 
. ground and a boWtiag machme 
apd Mar^ret CThateher, then, 
-leader of thetjppoatioru sup*/ 



piemen ted her musical choices 
m- 1978 with a photograph al- 
bum.^ The former Labour leader 
Jhtin Smith chose a care of 
dhampagne, while his prede- 
riSSsor Neil Khmock asked for. 
Ihdjuxuty of Radio 4. 


Mr Blair's selection includes 
none of the records he chose for 

Radio l’s Nicky Campbell Show 
two years ago, which included 
REM's “Nightswimming", 
“Killer by Seal" and Annie 
JUhnox’&“Why". 
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Thatcher to rescue 
Baroness Thatcher called on tbe 
Euro-sceptic wing of the Tory 
Party to turn its attacks out- 
wards and on to Tbny Blair over 
Europe, rather than on to the 
Prime Minister. Page 2 

Miss World anger 

Thousands of security guards 
have been recruited to stop 
disruption of the Miss World 
contest in Bangalore. Angjy 
feminise have pledged to set tire 
to themselves. Page 11 

BMA opposes Blood 

The BMA ethics committee 
urged that Diane Blood's plea 
to use her dead husband's 
sperm be rejected. Page 3 
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For a brochure and detail!: of your ncarevi suwkiM 
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significant shorts 


Driving ban Pensioner 

&r Princess of murdered for 
Wales’s mother 12 handguns 


Frances Shand Kydd. mother 
of the Princess of Wales, was 
canned from driving for a 
year and fined £400 yesterday 
after being found guilty of 

drink -driv ing 

Shand Kydd 60. had more 
than two-and-a-half rimes the 
legal limit of alcohol in her 
blood when she was stopped 
in Shore Street Oban, on 5 
ApriL She had denied the 
charge. She was acquitted of 
failing to give a road-side 
breath test without 
reasonable cause, after a 
Ihrcc-day trial at Ohan 
Sheriff Court. 

Sheriff William Dunlop 
told her that in giving her 
only the minimum ban. he 
was taking into account an 
unblemished 42-year driving 
record and "that a loss of a" 
licence can mean more to 
some people than others”. 
Shand Kydd had been upset 
by a letter on the day of her 
arrest, the court heard. 

Death school 
boy detained 

A 1 5-year-old boy was 
ordered to be detained for 
three years at the Old Bailey 
for his part in the violence 
which led to the death of the 
headmaster Philip Lawrence. 

A trivial incident of 
barging between Christopher 
Gan and another boy in a 
corridor at Mr Lawrence's 
schooL St George’s, in Maida 
Vhle. north London, led to a 
feud and Gan. a Filipino, 
threatened to take his friends 
to beat up the other boy . 

A gang later attacked the 
hoy. Mr Lawrence was 
stabbed to death by the gang 
leader, Leareo Chindarao, 
when he went to help the 
victim. Gan was convicted of 


bodi 


spmng to 
ilv harm. 


M25 pile-up 

One person died and seven 
others were seriously injured 
in a pile-up on the M25 in 
Surrey. 


An 84-year-old man beaten 
and strangled by burglars was 
murdered for the collection 
of handguns he kept in his 
home, police said. 

About 12, including a J3 
calibre Smith and Wesson, 
and a number of antique 
guns, were taken from 
Kenneth Spcakman's home 
in Ramsgte. Kent. They had 
been kept in secure cabinets 
in accordance with 
regulations. Ammunition was 
also taken. The dead man 
belonged to Ramsgate Gun 
Gub and had held a firearms 
certificate for more than 5U 
years. 

Most of the weapons were 
of a calibre which Mft this 
week voted to ban. 


‘Police wanted 
to kill suspect’ 

Police "were out to kill” 
Wayne Douglas as they 
"rained blows" on the 
suspected burglar, tin inquest 
jure was told. 

Patrick Doyle said the 
former postman, who died in 
custody just over an hour 
later, was repeatedly kicked 
and stamped on. 

“They were out to kill him, 
that is t he only way I can 
explain what happened that 
night." he told the hearing in 
Southwark, south London. 

Mr Doyle said he was in 
his flat in Britton, when he 
he saw Mr Douglas, 25, 
confronting police in the 
street. Ho heard them 
shouting “put it down” and 
saw a knife thrown to the 
ground. Two officers then 
rushed him, pinned him to 
the ground and delivered five 
or six baton blows to his arms 
as he screamed in pain. 

Mr Doyle went out and saw 
up to seven officers dragging 
Mr Douglas into the park and 
hitting him again. “They were 
raining blows on the bey with 
batons.” lie said. “Some of the 
officers were also stamping on 
him ... on his chest, arms, legs, 
back. head, everywhere." 

The hearing was 
adjourned. Jojo Mayes 
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The former Prime Minister tells Tory rebels to reject Blair and says socialism is ‘visibly stirring f 

Thatcher warns Euro-sceptics 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Baroness Thatcher last night 
Rule to the rescue or the em- 
battled Prime Minister by call- 
ing on the Euro-sceptic” right 
wing to turn their attacks on 
Tiny Blair over Europe. 

The Prime Minister was 
threatened with a Government 
defeat by Labour and the Euro- 
sceptics over European Com- 
mission proposals which could 
undermine Britain's opt-out 
from the European single cur- 
rency. 

A" row is expected in the 
Commons on Monday when 
MPs return to the House, 
threatening disruption of the 
Budget debate on Tuesday. 
Downing Street made it dear 
yesterday Mr Major was stand- 
ing firm and refusing to allow 
an emergency debate before the 
Chancellor goes to the meeting 
of European finance ministers 
(Ecofin) on 2 December. 

Almost six yeans to the day 
since she was challenged in the 
leadership election. Lady 
Thatcher told the Euro-sceptics, 
many of whom were her natur- 
al supporters, to reject Mr 
Blair's overtures and back Mr 
Major. 

In withering attack on Mr 
Blair, Lady Thatcher used the 
rhetoric of the Cold War war- 
rior to deliver her warning to the 
lory Party that socialism was not 
dead, but only sleeping, and 
would re-awaken if they gave it 
the chance by bringing down the 
Government. 

Praising Mr Major for show- 
ing “persistence, imagination 
and skill” in taking forward 
her brand of Conservatism. 
Lady Thatcher said the Prime 
Minister had gained exemp- 
tions from the social chapter 
which Mr Blair would sign up 
to. 

She rejected the Labour 
leader's admiration for her 

learn that 
Thatcherites now. In fact, the 
Road to Damascus has never 
been more congested... “ 

Mr Blair did not understand 
the philosophy behind her poli- 
cies and could not put them into 
practice. “They would be blown 
off course, and the reefs of 
interventionism are no less dan- 
gerous, and the sirens of finan- 
cial profligacy no less alluring, 
than they were in the past,” she 
said. 

“We have to appreciate the 
fact that socialism is not dead. 
U is not even asleep. It is visi- 
bly stirring.” Significantly, the 
only other minister singled out 
for'p raise was the Home Sec- 
retary, Michael Howard, seen by 
many as the leading right-wing 
candidate for the leadership. 

Her remarks in a long- 
planned lecture in memory of 
Sir Nicholas Ridley, one of her 


leadership. “It is flattering to 
we are all 


Margaret Thatcher has come to the aid of her successor, John Major, as he faces a rebellion by backbench Euro-sceptics 


supporters, are unlikely to 
damp down the full-scale revolt 
among Tory MPs. 

Teresa Gorman, the Euro- 
sceptic Tory MP, said the Tory 
MPs were upset because they 
"smell a rat” about the possi- 
bility of the Chancellor agree- 
ing to measures at the Ecofin 
meeting. They are demanding 
a debate before the end of 
next week. Labour helped to 


whip up the expectations of a 
Government defeat by warning 
that it will seek to defeat the 
Government on the technical 
motion passing the documents 
from the European Commission 
which have caused the row. 

The reports of the possibili- 
ty that the Government could 
be brought down caused alarm 
bells to ring in Dublin, where 
ministers are both preparing for 


the December summit as pres- 
idents of the European Union 
and trying to stop the Northern 
Ireland peace talks collapsing. 

In spite of the threats by the 
Northampton North MP Tony 
Marlow, a Tory Euro-sceptic, to 
resign the whip, Tony Blair, the 
Labour leader, said be would 
not table a no-confidence mo- 
tion on the Government until 
he believed Labour could win 


it Labour yesterday viewed 
that prospect as highly unlike- 
ly. But it could change if early 
by-elections in Barnsley East 
and Wirral South rob Mr 
Major of his majority. 

The former chancellor and 
leading Euro-sceptic Norman 
Lament said extending the de- 
bate before the Dublin summit 
to two days could provide a way 
out of the current impasse pro- 


A month is a very long time in politics: countdown to the end of 17 years of Tory rule? 


Key dates for the crisis facing the Government 

Tuesday 26 November - Chancellor's Budget statement • - 

2 December - European finance ministers (Ecofin) attended by 
Kenneth Clarke 

3 December - vote at the end of the Budget debate 

December 4/5 - possible date for Government European de- 
bate on the ‘adjournment of the House'. 

December 12 - John Major's one-seat majority could be wiped 
out if Labour wins the Barnsley East by-election 


December 13-14- Dublin. summit Major.has tb defend Britain's 
opt-out on the sirigje currency! : '' . ; ; 

. December l€rl7 .- European .agriculture ministers' meetings 
. possible beef deaf for Ujster'fartners. 

December 19? - possible date for Tory Wlrrai $outh by-elecr 
ton - defeat would put : the Tories in a minority, for thefirst time 
since 1979. \ 

December 26 - Boxing Day; The Sun says it could be election 
day; even the Euro-sceptics dismissed such speculation as 
‘extravagant. . 


vided there was a proper dis- 
cussion of the documents. 

“I think in the interests of 
maintaining the unity of the 
Conservative Party in the run- 
up to the election. I really do 
think and 1 would plead with Ihc 
Government that it is essential 
that wc do have a debate on 
something which is very im- 
portant" he said on BBC radio. 

John Redwood, the former 
leadership challenger, told a 
meeting in King's Lynn; “Par- 
liament won the right to hold 
the executive to account more 
than three hundred years ago in 
the Civil War...I urge the Prime 
Minister to recognise the 
strength of Parliamentary feel- 
ing.” 

Mr Major, who spent the day 
in his home in Huntingdon 
preparing a speech for next 
week's Tory Party women's con- 
ference, will meet Sir Marcus 
Fox, ihc chairman of the 1922 
Committee of Tory MPs early 
next week to hear their concerns 
about the Government's string 
of blunders. 
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Keats exam is not a 
thing of beauty 


Judith Judd 

Educaton Editor 


Three senior English examiners 
have resigned because they be- 
lieve new exam rules are com- 
pletely unsuitable for marking 
questions on Keats' concept of 
beauty. 

Another eight examiners say 
they have been effectively sus- 
pended by an exam board un- 
til they agree to sign an 
agreement to comply with the 
new code of practice. 

The protesters, all examiners 
for the Oxford and Cambridge 
Schools Examination Board 
which sets exams for many of 
the top public schools, say that 
the rules penalise gifted candi- 
dates who show originality and 
flair. 

They are also concerned that 
the exam will be unfair because 
fewer individual scripts will be 
seen by examiners. 

A meeting of the eight due 
to take place last weekend to set 
next year’s English exam was 
cancelled by the board. 

Government exam advisers 
from the School Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority and 
inspectors from the Office for 
Standards in Education are un- 


derstood to have attacked the 
marking of this year's English 
A- lev el by the rebellious 1 1 be- 
cause they failed to follow the 
revised code of practice. 

Dr John Saunders, chief ex- 
aminer in English, who has re- 
signed, said the code assumed 
that English was “something of 
a science”, that it was possible 
la give a “right” mark in Eng- 
lish and that examiners could be 
programmed so thaL they would 
agree on a right mark. 

Instead, he said, even well- 
trained examiners were likely to 
“disagree by up to 5 percent on 
their marls for most essays 
and by up to 25 per cent or more 
on essays which are unfamiliar 
in form and attitude.” 

He added that brilliant can- 
didates from schools such as 
Winchester who wrote very 
short answers would be pe- 
nalised under the system. The 
examiners argue that different 
subjects need different code. 

Dr Brian Martin, one of the 
eight who has not resigned, 
said: “How can the same code 
of practice be applied to mark- 
ing a physics exam and to mark- 
ing a literature exam, for 
example the marking a question 
which asks about Keats' con- 


ception of beauty in his pnetryC 
and to a question about veloc- ,-7 
ity, co-ordinates and vectors?" ” 

The dispute has been further 
complicated by the ruling lhat -j 
the papers in the board's sum- ij 
mer English literature A-Lcv- jjj 
el should be marked as four •“ 
modules or separate compo- L 
nenis. even though most can- : ,- 
didates thought they were ?'« 
taking a traditional course with ■- 
one final exam. 

Dr Saunders and his col- 
leagues felt that this wus unfair i) 
on abler candidates who lend to £ 
do better on non-modular >.. 
courses. t 

The exam board secretary, 

said in a letter to one of the ex- V 

aminers: “I cannot accept that \ 
advanced level English cannot 4 
be examined in accordance ■‘j 
with the code of practice, nor ■'! 
least because all the other 
GCSE exam boards do this. £ 

A spokesman for the School *' 
Curriculum and Assessment > ' 
Authority said: “All the boa rds •- 
have signed up to the code of j 
practice. We are not aware that i 
there is any problem with anv i* 
aspect of the code of practice'. • 
we absolutely reject the exam- ? 

mere reasons for their actions." t 

Leading article, page 21 f 
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'* Germans left behind more than a few concrete bunkers in the Channel Islands, writes Jojo Moyes 


Mrs L war dunged with having, an 
April J. gh 'en birth to a child, sex un- 
known, and with having criminaBy 
and voluntarily concealed die body m 
a kitchen stow... The accused’s hus- 
band, who was serving in HM forces, 
wasnowinhak. The accused had not 
heard from her husband for 16 
V' months but had written to herhusbaiid 
l * gi^ng full details of the affair. 

The Jersey Evening Pad, 

6 June 1945 

The Wes ta way Creche was once a 
prominent feature in the neatly 
manicured streets of St Helier, Jer- 
sey. Bui there are no references to 
it in the public library, and tbe trust 
that ran it is now chiefly remembered 
as a donor of children's shoes. The 
creche, like the children it once 
boused, has become part of Jersey's 
unspoken, and controversial histo- 
ry- ' 

Records released this -week, by the 
Public Records Office suggest that, 
as many as 900 half-German babies 
were bom to Jersey women daring 
. the occupation. -The fierce denials 
of this fact in Jersey show that SO ' 
years on, some wounds have not yet 
healed.' 

The children themselves - tbe only ' 
people who could shed light . on the 
tree figure - are unlikely to answer. 
They have “disappeared", or are 
carefully protected by the few re- 
maining people who know their 
parentage. 

Many residents who are old 
enough to remember, will tell you 
v that such children were their neigh- 
Vih hours, or at their schooL But they 
Cm win not tellypu their names. Most 
win tell you that the issue “should 
be left well alone”. 

One local reporter who has cov- 
ered occupation stories- for marry 
years said it was not something she - 
would pursue strongly. “'Wehave to 
live here, don’t we” 

She complained that .the new H- ; 
legitimacy figures, which largely 
comprised the evidence of anony- 
mous informers^ had been given a 
“quasi-credibility”. Jersey residents . 
say 900 is “ludicrous" and rite a fig- 
ure ofl74 births for wfaole occnpa- . 
tion period- . 

■ But census reportsfertbe islaiid 
show that while thetomnal birth rate. - 
dropped dramatically frdnrthe 70ftL 






bland fortress: castles like Mont OrgUefl on the Jersey coast kept Napoleon’s forces at bay but were no defence against the Nazis 


to the 400s at the start of the war, it 
began to creep np during the Ger- 
man occupation. In 1944 it reached 
5Ji. - • 

So where are the children, most 
of whom would now be in middle- 
age? Anne Herod, of the Jersey’s 
Childrens' Department, said die 
lade of an adoption law until 1947 
left the fate of many of the children 
undocumented. While many began 
life in the Westaway Crfcche - tbe- 
newiy-reieased papers refer to it as 
up with those Jfttie bus-, 
tan£” J - access to their files is 
stricted“ash^Hy of the people are 


still -alive". 

“Many of them grew.up with oth- 
er families or may have been sub- 
sequently adopted. 1 think on the 
whole the children were assimilated,” 
she said. 

Under Jersey law, any child born 
to a married woman had to be reg- 
istered as her husband's. Unmarried 
women simply left the name of the 
.father blank. In many cases, she said, 
thechild was unlikely to know of its 
German heritage. The only due, 
“ope or two with rather Aryan Chris- 
tiaamames,” she said. 

• . Joe Mi ire, former curator erf the 


German Underground Hospital Mu- 
seum, is widely considered to be the 
island’s “occupation expert”. He Is 
still in touch with some women who 
had babies by Gennan soldiers, 
many of whom left the island after 
the liberation. In one case, be has met 
the child, now a middle-aged man. 
But he says of tbe women; “They talk 
tome because they know 1 won’t give 
their names away.” 

. The issue of “Jenybags” - local 
women who slept with Germans - is 
stiB guaranteed to heighten feelings. 
James McScowen. curator of the Un- 
derground Museum, said he had 






Tj’-'r •* «. ** .. 
- . 


wept tears of anger at the latest “ex- 
aggerated” claims that most Jersey 
women slept with Germans. 

“This 70 percent thing- it’s an in- 
sult to our sisters and mothers. And 
so what if they had? It’s not as if the 
British army didn’t do the same wher- 
ever they were.” 

One woman who fell in love with 
a Nazi deserter, still, at age 70, de- 
clines to be named publicly. “Alice” 
is now married with children and still 
lives in Jersey. Joe Mi&re was held 
in a cell next to the Gennan soldier 
and remembers her waving a “grub- 
by white handkerchief” as he was led 




Photograph: Robert 

off for execution. 

Alice's own death sentence was 
commuted to 10 years imprisonment. 
The Bailiff’s plea cm her behalf 
reads: “A voting woman in love does 
not always weigh the consequences 
of her deeds when they are derided 
by what she believes - however 
wrongly - to be the welfare of her 
lover.” 

But many Jersey residents were 
not as understanding. Mr Miere re- 
members seeing mobs chasing a 
naked and bleeding “Jerry bag” 
through the sireeL Others* were 
simply ostracised. 


jojo Moyes 

and Elizabeth Wine 

Children bom during the Nazi oc- 
cupation of the Channel Islands 
narrowly escaped being trans- 
ported to Germany as part of a pro- 
gramme to produce a master 
race, a historian has claimed. 

Joe Mtere, former curator of Jer- 
sey's German Underground Hos- 
pital, says that documents from 
sources across Europe show that 
a unit from an elite SS squad vis- 
ited shortly before D-Day to assess 
the “racial suitability" of SO chil- 
dren bom illegitimately to Jersey 
mothers. 

The visit was part of the Lebens- 
bom programme initiated by Hein- 
rich Himmler, which produced 
some 7,500 children. Officers 
were ordered to father “perfect 
Aryans" in special Lebensbom 
homes, while in occupied coun- 
tries suitable children were stolen 
to improve future blood stocks. 

Documents dated 24 May 1944 
addressed to the RuSHA (racial 
unit) headquarters in Berlin state: 
"Since the occupation of the 
Channel Islands by German forces, 
80 children have been bom whose 
fathers are unquestionably mem- 
bers of the German occupying 
forces ... The situation of these un- 
married mothers is very bad in- 
deed. 

Mr Miere, who has studied the 
occupation for more than 50 
years, said many mothers did in 
fact move to Germany. 

Michael Leapman, co-author of 
the book Master Race, about the 
Lebensborn programme, said that 
the new documents showed that 
even at the late stage of the war, 
the Nazis were still being selec- 
tive. “Because Himmler admired 
British stock the Germans were 
looking to increase their popula- 
tion by taking illegitimate children 
fathered by German soldiers. 
Whether these children had a lucky 
escape or not I don't know. 


Patricia Wynn l)avies . 

Legal Affairs Editor:-; •" ' 4 : 

\ # 

The British Medial Assoaa- 
- don’s ethics committee urged 
the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority to reject 
Diane Blood’s bid to have a 
baby using her dead husband’s 
sperm, it emerged yesterday. 

In an unsolidted letter to the 
authority's chairwoman, Ruth 
Deech, prior to Thursday 
night’s decision- to confirm the 
ban on the treatment either 
here or abroad, the committee's 
chairman, Df Stuart. Horner, 
suggested that Stephen Blood, 
the husband, bad not properly 
thought through the full impli- 
cations of a child being creat- 
ed after his death. \ ; . ' r 
Mrs Blood has claimed 
throughout that the legal re- 
quirement for written '.consent ' 

- preceded by an; opportunity 
for counselling.— bad been ap- 

- plied too inflexibly in her case 
because she and - her husband 
had previously discussed artifi- 
cial insemination after death! 

But giving its reasons for re- 
fusing to use its discretionary 
powers last night; .the authority 
said in a stetem«ti“Thereisa. 
clear requirement ior. Ifid writ? 
ten and effective consent ’of a 
Tj man after he has had:tbe op-' 
,fc > jtoortunity to receive counselling 
*^nd after he has had a proper op- 
portunity to consider the appli- 
cations of a posthumous birfhi” 
Dr Horner's letter, dated 



DfanO^lood: 'Very, veryupsorovurihecontentsof the BMA 
gthfey o Ora mfttoe tetter to the lffEA .. Photograph: 


Tuesday, said that informed 
rather than, written consent was 
the real issue. “We believe that 
the doctrine of infqnned consent, 
which is central to medical ethics^ 
must not be eroded,” he wrote. 
“Ethically, whether the consent 

is in writing or given orally is ir- 


TelevaHL-The essential issue is tbe 
quality of cotisent .. . it appears 
[Mr Blood) made a passim com- 
ment whose validity is difficult to 
evaluate in retrospect.” - 
. The letter added that since it 
was unacceptable to use the 
sperm without consent in ths 


country, it was equally unac- 
ceptable for it to be used abroad. 

Paul Plant, co-ordinator of 
the Stephen Bljod Baby Ap- 
peal, said: “Diane is disgusted 
and very, very upset about these 
comments. This gentleman is 
doubting ... her evidence. He 
should have ensured he was in 
possession of all the facts.” 

Mrs Blood was faring a fresh 
crisis yesterday as her support- 
ers said that £50,000, in addition 
to £15,000 already received in 
donations, was urgently needed 
for a court appeal in January. 

The authority confirmed that 
the frozen sperm, now 18 
months old but with a shelf-life 
of 30 years, would continue to 
be safely stored until all legal av- 
enues bad been exhausted. 

The fertility expert Lord Win- 
ston, a Labour peer, introduced 
a backbench bill this week to 
amend the law - but this is un- 
likely to make progress within the 
life of this parliament without 
Government backing He said 
yesterday that ethics were nev- 
er fixed and the BMA commit- 
tee had “let Mrs Blood down”. 

Professor Jack Scarisbrick, 
chairman of the anti-abortion 
group life, said: “Many will 
sympathise with Mis Blood. 
But children should not be 
used as a way of coping witb be- 
reavement or honouring a dead 
spouse." 

The Stephen Blood Baby 
Appeal can be contacted on 
0121-643 4636. 


Parents and sports teachers hre • 
alarmed that professional rug- - 
by clubs are approaching dnk 
drenasyoungas 12 with written , 
contracts- 

Swept along by the newpres- - 
sures of the professional g ame , 
clubs are frying to spot the gre- 


The twotPdes are involved in 
a race to sign up new Schoolboy 
talent Children must sign con- 
tracts promising not to play 
without the permission of the 
clubs. . : 

Senior rugby playexsw^roerL 


grasp, out scaoQictmaren are po- 
tentially so vulnerable and they 
may see stars in their eyes and 
- follow that path to the exclusion 
. of all else. . ■ 

Rupa has shared its fears 
about schoolboy contracts with 
the Jiugby Football Union, 

JuonI at- Iwiriuiiham o;Wi> 


MT laCKie UlU HCXl JUIIOU wuj m. 

\ Schoolboys are being offered 
•free kit, medical msurance,and 


a gsnje.lfcachers believe young- 
siersarc being tempted- tojet- 
tison their studies and long-term 
careers;- r 

The trend has resulted from 

die arrival of professionalism in 


andoouldnot provide tong-term 
financial security- . / .- 
. Richard Moon, secretary of 
the Rugby Union Payers’ As- 
sbcmtionfRiJpa), sakt *We Java 

. parents and schopueacfrets«-Iii 
so me ra r g g s the dubs have been 
offering the entire school 15 in- 
centives to join- Gub^are tar- 


David Rose, tbe RFUs youth 
development -officer for the' 
North Midlands,- is also con- 
cerned. He said: “Chibs are 

. saying ro youngsters 'We want 
you to sign fiw Wfo or three years 

and you cannot play any other 


. ' ^Many parents are very con- 
cerned. but some dads, who are 


promises. 

Youngsters have traditional- 
ly been encouraged to learn the 
rudiments of tbe game in mini- 
rugby and progress through 
school teams to a university fif- 
teen ora local amateur club side. 
Only then would the major 

rhihc t-ilro InrpriKi 


upped- the stakes m si 
schools talent. Bill Chari 
retaiy. of the Rugby league 
Professional flayers’ Associa- 
tion, said l^yearoldswCTe now 

“If a schoolboy is not signed by 
the ige of 14 they might see 
themselves as a failure and lose 
-interest in the game.” he said. 


ff you’d Hie to know more about our unique whiskey, write to us for a free booklet at the Jack Daniel Distttery, Lynchburg. Tennessee 37352 USA. 

IN THE HILLS of Tennessee, the eagerness of younger 
generations is rewarded with the knowledge of older ones. 

Chari pc Ray McGee is said to be the best dog trainer in 
Moore County (that’s him with his pride, Jake). So he’s 
just the man young Bob Hobbs wants to talk to about 
getting his own pup squared away. The best traditions 
here, from champion dogs to prize-winning whiskey, 
have always been handed down. After a sip of 
Jack Daniel’s, you’ll be glad they always will be. 


JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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http://www.compulinlcco.uk/~careware/samaricans/ 


Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’ll be someone there 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
We’ll be there to talk to you. 


; ;*v s „ . 


When you 

just 

can’t talk to 

anyone, 

talk to us. 
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Capital classics: (Left to right) The LadyMUers (1955), an Ealing comedy starring Alec Guinness; Affio (1969) with Michael Caine as a Cockney rogue; and Mrs Calloway, yet to be released. All were shot in Camden, north London 

London calling for the world’s film-makers 


Louise Jury 

A plan to give movie-makers 
more powers to film on the 
streets of the capital is being 
promoted by the London bor- 
oughs to boost the burgeoning 
film industry. 

In a radical reversal of Lon- 
don's notorious reputation for 
being uncooperative, the pro- 
posals would give legal backing 
for the first time to councils who 
want to help film crews. 

A BUI being presented to Par- 
A liameni this month would give 
rj them the right to dose roads, 
suspend parking bays and take 


Capital draws up ambitious plans to draw the moguls and money away from Hollywood 


other measures on the streets 
as necessary in return fora “rea- 
sonable" fee. 

The London Film Commis- 
sion, which isbacking the plans, 
believes that formalising 
arrangements which are al- 
ready widespread will make 
the capita] even more attractive 
as a location. 

In the past, while many bor- 
oughs have worked hard to be 
flexible, some have proved cau- 
tious because of the risk ofleg- 
al action by disgruntled 


residents or businesses. How- 
ever, some film-makers are al- 
ready anxious that giving 
councils the right to charge 
will add to costs and force pro- 
ductions to go elsewhere. 

The measures are part of the 
London Local Authorities BilL 
a private Bill promoted by the 
Association of London Gov- 
ernment (ALG). It wjH be pre- 
sented to Parliament at the 
end of the month, but is likely 
to take up to two years to 
become law. 


England is forever as 
Bond stays at home 


Louise Jury 


five 


James Bond has been saved for 
Britain after swifi work by plan- 
ners; film-makers and 
businessmen found a new home 
for the legendary secret agent 
The production team for the 
eighteenth adventure with 
secretagent 007 moved on to 
the 12-acre site in Herifonishire, 
on Tuesday. - 
Fears had grown that the next 
Bond movie mighfhaye to be 
madeabroadaftenthe Leavte-'- 
den studios in Hertfordshire, 
where, the- seventeenth film. 
Goldeneye* was made, were 
booked for the making of three 
new Stars Wars epics. 

But Eon Productions, the 
Bond film producers, and Herts 
^ Film Link, the county’s fiim-pro- 
' ' moling unit, co-operated on 
scouring the region to find an 
alternative and discovered a 
disused site at the village of 
Frogrnore. 

Barbara Broccoli,the daugh- 
ter of the late James Bond pro- 
ducer Cubby Broccoli, and 



Brosnan: Starting new 007 
iilm in Britain in February; 

Michael Wilson, his stepson, vis- 
ited the site 10 days ago, con- 
sultations were held with 
residents and the local author- 
ity over last weekend and out- 
line planning permission was 
granted by St Albans Council on 
Monday. Shooting, with Pierce 
Brosoan as Bond, is now sched- 


uled to start in February. 
Gordon Amefl, of Eon,' said 
they were delighted. “It's always 
been American money, but 
Bond is a vety British subject. 
It always worked well for the 
Broccoli family here.'’ 

- Although one film was filmed 
.substantially in.ifrance and an- 
other, in Mexico, British crews 
were acknowledged world ex- 
perts and a base near London 
• gave , ready access to that ex- 
: perti^‘X5V*^yearswehave 
—two Wthree 'genera tions^ of 
technicians who have come to 
work on the Bonds, "Mr ArneD 
said. 

- Chris Holt, of Herts . Rim 
fink, said: “If everyone wants 
it to happen and you have, the 
right people behind it and the 
drive, you can do these things. 

* i We all wanted it for Britain. 
Tt wSU be a good boost for our 
local economy and great 
" kudos." 

Eon had accounts with 
around 200 small local suppli- 
ers when they were making 
Goldeneye. 
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Forget socks and ties this Christmas. 

For the first time on video, an unparalleled collection 

I of exclusive BBC footage. Classic moments of 

winter sport.. . . both good and hilarious.;. 

Guaranteed to liven things up ' - 

after the Queen’s speech. 

Price £I2.99 ■ ■ 
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Ian Keating, the ALG's par- 
liamentary ameer, said the mea- 
sures were not a way for 
councils to make money, but 
would help all concerned. 

“It will give boroughs an in- 
centive to take trouble to help, 
and it will require people to give 
notice if they're going to ram, 
even if theyfre not going to do 
something like close a road." 

Chris Waterman, the ALG's 
arts officer, added: “What we’re 
trying to do is make sure that 
London is film -friendly-" 


Warner Brothers have new 
studios planned for Hillingdon, 
west London, Mr Waterman 
said. There was also the possi- 
bility of another studfo at the Ar- 
senal in Woolwich, south-east 
London, and the new Star Wars 
trilogy is being made at the 
Leavesden former aerodrome 
site in Hertfordshire. He added: 
“Wc want to help provide the in- 
frastructure for these studios." 

Christabel AJbeiy. of the 
London Film Commission, said: 
“Virtually all boroughs were 


charging anyway, but what this 
Bill does is make these charges 
reasonable. A reasonable 
charge is one that covers the 
cost of what the borough has 
done, like rubbish collection. 
This is more an enabling piece 
of legislation than regulatory 
legislation." 

But John Hardy, who acts as 
a consultant for film-makers, 
said: “Everyone has as much 
right to be on the highway as 
anyone else provided they don't 
cause a nuisance and hazard. No 


other business - British Gas. 
Telecom - is charged just for 
being there. 

“Paying will be a retrograde 
step. At the moment, film- 
makers have to be on best be- 
haviour because you've got to 
get the residents on your side. 
Once a crew has started paving, 
they're going to say, 'We've 
paid for this.' More confronta- 
tion will result" 

Chris Wheel don. who is 
chairman of the Location Man- 
agers' Guild, said the legislation 


could cause problems for 
smaller productions. 

“The key is no one has a wry 
clear idea of what is a realistic 
fee. Everybody thinks of £1.000 
a day. hut a lot of production 
companies operate on a quar- 
ter of that or less. All of a sud- 
den you can't afford to make 
stuff any more." 

Among films being made in 
the capital at present are 
Meiroland , from the book by 
Julian Bamcs. with Emily Bat- 
son. llie star of Breakup 7 he 
Hint's, and Romance and fo- 
jeetion. with John Hannah and 
Frank Finlav. 



GIFTS YOU CAN AFFORD. 


rTIhere caa be few better Christmas gifts than a mobile 
JL phone. Bat perhaps you’re not considering one 
because you don't want to lumber someone yon care about 
with on-going monthly bills. 

Well, at Peoples Phone we. have just the thing: Ail-in- 
one packages, where you make one payment and that’s it 
for a whole year. They even include a free call allowance 
and, what’s more, we can connect it on Christmas Eve. 
That way, it’s ready to make a call as soon as it's unwrapped 
and you don't pay for a single day you don't need. 


LOWEST PRICE 

GIFT PACKAGE 


12 mood* Hm W»t»l 


VALUE 

GIFT PACKAGE 



free calls - £650 per 
month for six months 

■ Samsung PP&O 




OVER 180 STORES NATIONWIDE 
CALL 0345-10 -11-12 

FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE, A FREE INFORMATION 
RACK OR TO PLACE AN ORDER. 
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Angry football supporters say changing the team 

England’s 
kit change 
takes the 
shirt 

off the 
fens’ backs 


’s strip in January is exploiting youngsters who will have to bu * 
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YOU CAN’T BUY BETTER 

You r weekly guide to the lowest prices, exclusively at Coniet 


FREE SKY SATELLITE SYSTEM 
INCLUDING FREE INSTALLATION 


MUST END SOON 


Spaid £299 or more on one or more products at Comet and gd a satellite 
system absolutely free, well even install il free toa Simply subscribe to 
any Sky package, subject to condfcons. See n-store for fuf d et ads.* 
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SAVE m £16 ON SMALL 
DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 


OVER 100 M-ST0RE 
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SAVE £20 ON THIS 
DEHUMIDIFtER 
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SAVE S £10 ON 
HEATING APPLIANCES 
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NEW! NO CLAIM MONEY 
BACK 5-YEAR WARRANTY 1 


You simply can't Guy better pretectal Lfiai the new Five Star SupaCower 
Extended Waranty from Comet. For real peace of mmJ, a sngte premun 
payment guorEntees 'pas' ampftfiereiye ewer against product bredkdovm. If, ^ five yeas, 
ycu've matte no dam, you cai get all your warrarty money tack in fuH. Ask in store far (Wa*s. 
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SAVE ™ 50% ON 
ACCESSORIES 


HUGE RANGE IN-STORE 


uw»» -<»njrd c*.-* 

SSssEK: 


RING FREE ON 0500 425 425 FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE AND MULTIMEDIA 
COMPUTER CENTRE. MOST STORES OPEN SUNDAY AND UNTIL 8PM WEEKDAYS 
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Charlie Bain 

The row over changing football 
strips resurfaced yesterday after 
the Football Assodauon an- 
nounced that il would revamp 
the England strip in January, just 
days after thousands of children 
will have received scaled-down 
versions for Chnstmos. 

The controversial move, 
made in conjunction with the 


having to* year a ml « h 

jus had it for t^reimasr :] 

Mamifaeturcrv Umbro cou-l 
firmed wuenfcqr that F-ngM <%i 
home strip featuring ihc tteeg 
lions im a while ^hirt would be $ 
revamped. The away strip. «bk 
rentlv in indi^Wue, isexpeg 
ed to be replaced next May by 

a rth versh^iof that worn l^-.thK 

ldoft World Cup-winning tcans. 
“It has been pU»nittd h>E * 




Old stock: Out goes indigo blue; in comes a red version recalling the 1966 World CSup win Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


ing Earn 96 only to see it fiO out 
of date. 

For many die-hard fans, 
wearing the up-io-datc kit sal* 
most as important as seeing 
their side win and every year 
pre-season debates rage about 
the insensitive profiteering of 
dubs who release new strips at 
extortionate prices. 

Yesterday’s move predictably 
outraged consumer groups and 
was heavily criticised by sup- 
porters clubs and the Labour 
Party, who accused the Football 
Association of exploiting fans. 

“Young supporters, who will 
be overjoyed to get the England 
strip at Christmas, will be very 
disillusioned in January when 
the new kii comes out," said 
Labour's consumer affairs 
spokesman. Nigel Griffiths. 

"Fbotball bosses would he 
better employed in imroduting 
measures to maintain the strong 
support they have from young- 
sters instead of cashing in on 
what is effectively a pro- and 
post-Christmas bonanza." 

Tony Kershaw, chairman of 
the National Federation of 
Football Supporters’ Clubs, said 
that after England's success in 
£u/w 96. thousands of parents 
would be buying the replica kit 
as Christmas presents. 

“lb allow people to do this 
and then have a change early in 
the New Year seems like they're 
wanting to dear the old slock 
first before producing a new 
one," he said 

“I can well imagine little 
Johnny going to school, and the 
lads will be pulling his leg for 


Shearer, In the white ahbii 
that is to be modified J 

a spokesman fur Umbfo sak£| 
“While Umhru can see l tod th® 
E/ir» 06 strip could get our Cj£ 
date in the New Year, it isslBF 
a ver>' Suable sarip. and will be ■. 
a collector's item. * 

The Fooiball Association 
yesterday defended the change, 
saying dial the team's strrpr 
were restyled every two years. 1 
“The kits are changed on wh ' 
is effectively a iwivycar riMar 
FA spokesman, Steve DonWe. 
said. “The away kit is being 
changed a bit sooner because 
there -was a chorus for ihv re- 
turn of the red kit before the 
Euro 06 semi final against Ger- 
many ... It’s always been ac- 
cepted that the kits have a 
two-year life span." 


Paracetamol in 
smaller packs 
for safety 

Tighter controls on the avail- hour*, up to a maximum of eight 

abuity of paracdtampl.as]^ gth- .GQ^pts a day. 

er painkfilers were proposal" An overdose brings tile risk 


yesterday by the Government 

Smaller packs and greater 
provision of information were 
recommended in a consultation 
exercise launched by the De- 
partment of Health. 

The Health Minster, Gerald 
Malone. sai± “Analgesics are 
extremely safe and effective 
when used in the recommend- 
ed doses and conditions. How- 
ever, there are real concerns 
about the dangers of overdose.” 

He adde± “The way for- 
ward is to ensure that full and 
accurate information reaches 
consumers. That information 
should be conveyed boLh on the 
label and in a patient leaflet, in 
a pack whose size meets their 
needs without leaving large 
numbers in the bathroom cab- 
inet.” 

Paracetamol is an extremely 
sale painkiller when takeu at the 
recommended dosage and is 
used as an effective remedy by 
millions of people. 

The recommended adult 
dose for paracetamol is one to 
two tablets, every four to six 


An overdose brings the risk 
of fatal liver damage but symp- 
toms may not occur for some 
lime after taking the drug. The . 
proposals include an addition- 
al label-warning for medicines' 
containing paracetamol to say. 
“Immediate advice should be 
sought in the event of an over 
dose even if vou do not feel un 
well.” 

They also suggest cutting the 
upper limii pack size for parac- 
etamol on general sale from 25 
x 500mg tablets or capsules to 
12 x 5Wmg tablets or capsules 
(adults) or 12 x 120mg tables 
or capsules (for children). . . 

Labour MP Paul Flynn, who 
has been campaigning for 
tighter restrictions on the drug, 
said: “Paracetamol kills twice as 
many people as heroin. The 
Government has long under- 
estimated the deaths. - 

“One health minister told me 
that annual deaths had gone 
down from 65 to 48. Later he 
confessed that the true figures 
were 568 to 453. The Govern- 
ment has wilfully neglected the 
dangers." 


Newton solves 
multipen problem J 
for rot ring’s / 

Doktor Schmidt. 

Hi-Uw ballpen 

V__ Am 

Blade ballpen | 

v_ Am u 

0.7mm perm) . 

V /M j Three-pens-in-one 

wJ^BB are usually bulky. 
A^mf rotring’s svelte trio hi-Iite 
MB m b barely 9mm across. How? 
Dr. Schmidt used gravity instead 
of mechanical linkages to solve 
the problem of nib selection. 
Danke, Herr Newton, 
mo bun* Try it. You’ll be stunned. 


rotring trio-pen hi-litc 
available from all good pen shops 


rigflring 


>:c 't ' draw ir ■ do it 








































Record able Mi niDisc, 

3 -Disc CD Player, 
\iito Reverse Tape Deck, 
2\50\v Amplifier. 

RDS Tuner, 

3 -way Speakers, 

Electronic Equaliser 
and 

Full Remote Control. 

Don’t expect 
to see much change 
out ol £600. 



f 





ter- 


wnm 


Be .forever indebted to 


gaol your bank manager. Tigs whole system, including the digital recording facility of MiniDisc, costs just £599.99 (RRP). 

? . And not a penny more. 


om 


‘Sony’ and ‘Min [Disc' arc registered trademarks of the Sony Corporation, Japan. 
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Truckers slow France to a snaiPs pace 

1 r\r\r\ > — „ — ^ be the waist to hit the Ffc 


1,000 British 
lorries trapped by 
barricades in 
dispute over 
working hours 

Janes Cush* 

Calais 

Up to 1,000 British lorries, 
many with perishable cargoes, 
nave been caught up in a block- 
ade of roads and motorways 
mroughout France by 10.000 ari- 
gryFrench lorry drivers. 

The protest over working 
conditions, now in its fifth day, 
shows no sign of easing. Many 
regions throughout France are 
suffering from lengthy tail- 
backs, French drivers, co-ordi- 
nated by CB radios and mobile 





pace. The demonstrations have 
already Jed to petrol slaiionsrun- 
aing out Many m the worst hit 
areas in the north were yester- 
day already displaying Pas de 
Gas (no petrol or oil) signs. 

Although there have been 
sporadic outbreaks of violence 


Jam today: Lorry drivers are deliberately going out of their way to cause what is said to be the worst traffic chaos in France since 1968 Photograph: Christo phe Ena/PA 


between French drivers and 
their British counterparts 
caught up m the dispute. British 
Embassy and consulate offi- 
cials have reached agreement 
reached for special cases. 
French drivers allowed a po- 


tential bone marrow donor to 
make his way clear of one 
blockade. A driver whose son 
was with him was yesterday al- 
lowed out of another blockade 
to allow the youngster to receive 
urgent treatment for asthma. 


Embassy officials have helped 
some British drivers who have 
simply run out of cash. 

Talks between the lorry dri- 
vers' union and the govern- 
ment broke down yesterday. 
Although there were slim hopes 


that they would be resumed 
over the weekend, there 
seemed little chance of the dis- 
pute, whose origins go back to 
7 November, ending quickly. 

Under French law lorries 
are not allowed to begin their 


journey between 10pm on Sat- 
urday and 10pm on Sunday. 
However, it is understood that 
the French transport ministry 
may be prepared to relax this 
rule if an agreement is reached 
within the next 24 hours. The 


Due to the temporary closure of the Channel Tunnel, 
Eurostar regrets that all services (including Eurostar Link 
trains) continue to be suspended until further notice. 

Customers holding tickets will be fully refunded or 
offered alternative booking dates, regardless of ticket 
type. New or amended bookings cannot currently be 
made for travel to be taken before 1 December 1996. 


Eurostar is ready to resume services and bookings as 
soon as the authorities approve the re-opening of the 
Channel Tunnel to Eurostar trains. 


For further information, please call 0345 30 30 30 
(all calls are local rate). 


! ' 
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main grievance of the dispute 
is over promises going back to 
1994 to drivers to phase in re- 
duced working hours (to 56 
hours per week), increase wait- 
ing time payments, and for re- 
tirement at 55. 

The apparent failure of the 
French Government to deliver 
for the drivers who work es- 
sentially in the private sector has 
meant them retaliating with a 
quick, well coordinated protest. 
The chaos caused is believed to 


be the worst to hit the French 
roads network since the national 

of Sal traffic 
has been one tactic. The other 
tactic has been to blockade pe- 
troleum facilities especially at 
Bordeaux. Many petrol sta- 
tions in Northern France arc ex- 
pected to run dry throughout 
the weekend. The situ ation in 
north west France is, according 
to one official “critical". 

From Bordeaux travelling 
north in a clockwise direction 
there are fixed lorry blockades 
at Nantes, Rennes, Caen. 
Rouen, Strasbourg. Riom, Cha- 
vanay, Avignon and Toulouse. 
At other cities traffic, although 
moving, is deliberately being 
controlled to go very, very slow. 
These include Dijon, Chalon, 
Clermont, Lyon and Lille. 

There have also been barn- 
cades at Rungis on the outskirts 
of Paris, and at St Pierre in the 
lie de France region. 

At Calais, already economi- 
cally hit by the fire in the tun- 
nel the normal busy freight car 
parks for the ferries looked 
deserted yesterday. One English 
driver from Canterbury said 
his journey to Calais had been 
a “two-day nightmare". 

At Dover, police said that de- 
spite the potential for chaos on 
the other side of the Channel, 
tony drivers still appeared to be 
taking the risk of travelling to 
France. 


Eurotunnel 
losing £lm a day 


French judicial officials in- 
specting the burned-out wreck- 
age of five freight wagons still 
left inside the Channel tunnel 
will continue their examina- 
tions over the weekend, writes 
James Cnsick. 

With the Inter-Governmen- 
tal Safety Commission sus- 
pending its discussions in Calais 
for the weekend, talks between 
the commission and represen- 
tatives from Eurotunnel will re- 
sume on Monday. Yesterday, 
senior Eurotunnel officials met 
in Paris to discuss strategy for 
next week when they continue at- 
tempts to persuade the com- 
mission that services should be 
allowed to restart. 

- The key problem, according 
to Eurotunnel so drees, is tbat 
'fiie severe damage sustained to 
one of the two main tunnels 
rules out putting a “safety case’’ 
for the tunnel's operations. 

For a quick resumption of ei- 
ther Eurostar's passenger train 
service or the Le Shuttle car 
train, Eurotunnel may need to 
place two trains in the damaged 
tunnel on stand-by at either side 
of the main damaged area to ac- 
commodate any future acci- 
dent and the subsequent need 
for an emergency evacuation. 

Having insisted that the toss 
of no lives meant their safety 
regime functioned as planned, 
Eurotunnel has placed itself in 


no position to demand that 
safety procedures now be over- 
ridden to accommodate a quick 
return of normal services - and 
the return of revenue. 

Over the weekend, the 
wreckage of the five remaining 
freight wagons will be separat- 
ed to allow them to be brought 
out of the tunnel in a state that 
will allow engineers to contin- 
ue a forensic evaluation of how 
the fire started. As with any ac- 
cident on Lhis scale, the inquiry 
teams will be expected to both 
discover cause and deliver ad- 
vice on future precautions. 

With Eurotunnel losing £lm 
a day and still faring the un- 
quan ridable task of recapturing 
public confidence, file prospect 
of a tong drawn-out inquiry will 
be a further blow. 

Whether the safety commis- 
sion wifi allow the company to 
continue using the lattice freighi 
wagons is now being seen as cru- 
cial to short-term economic vi- 
ability. Before the fire, 
Eurotunnel’s numerous banks 
which financed its mounting 
debts had been in discussion 
over a £4.1bn refinancing pack- 
age. If the commission outlaws 
the open wagons and demands 
a redesigned freight service - as 
fire experts had previously de- 
manded - the bill for new wag- 
. ons will be an extra worry for 
the banks. 


Advertisement 


Get the facts about HRT 


Any woman approaching or 
going through the menopause 
today has the option of 
taking HRT - the biggest 
(and most controversial) 
issue in women's health since 
the advent of the Pill. 
Understanding HRT and the 
Menopause arms you with the 
essential facts to decide if it's 
right for you. 

This invaluable guide from 
Which? will help you weigh 
up for yourself the pros and 
cons of hormone replacement 
therapy. Honest, reliable, 
informative and highly 
readable, it looks at many 
vital issues, including: 

• symptoms and signs of the 
menopause • managing the 
menopause with or without 
HRT • breast cancer and 
the links between cancer 
and hormone treatment 

• osteoporosis • the 
importance of diet, exercise 


and stress management • the 
need for regular screening 
and health checks • and more 
besides! 

Understanding HRT and the 
Menopause gives women the 
opportunity to take control 
at a challenging time in 
their lives and make a 
truly informed, responsible 
decision about their health. 
Why don’t you invest in a 
copy today? 

Understanding HRT and the 
Menopause costs just £9.99 
(P&P FREE). Tb order, send 
your name and address, the 
book title and your payment 
(cheque made payable to 
Which? Ltd or credit card 
number with expiry date) 
to: Which?, PO Box 89, Dept * 
SP167, Hertford, SG14 1TB. 
Orders are normally 
despatched within 14 days of 
receipt. Full refund 
if not satisfied. 


OPPORTUNITY! 

mniuu « uuKfD u^PKfonce BUI 

is 

Celebrating its 
Fifth Anniversary 

On 3rd December 1996 
The Independent 
will publish a Special pullout 
Supplement highlighting the 
campaign's work to increase 
the quality and quantity of 
women's participation in the 
work force. 
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Opening time: A boatman, Graham Horton, with the paddle gear of new lockgates for the Grand Union Canal as they are taken from Fj*ton, I ^icesterehire, to Watford 
Locks near Daventry. The gates, built in traditional manner by the canal’s managers, British Waterways, weigh two tonnes each and are 14ft high Phom^ranh. Rui Vieira 
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mobile phones have never been more affordable - 
come in and see our fantastic range! 


I GELLNET DIGITAL 


. pre-pay 
line rental 

ONLY £170 PER YEAR 

-SAVE £45.88* 




Panasonic G350 

MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 80 minutes tafttime/18 hours 
standby time 

• 50 name and number memory. 

• Caller display - see who is caffing 
before you answer. 

FREE POWERCORD AND CASE 
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MOfSLE PHOME 
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• Call timer. 
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Accident 
victims 
must pay 
more 

Police to charge 1,000 per cent 
more for official reports 


*- 




Ian Buirefi 



Commercially-minded police 

forces have increased their 
for official reports sup- 
to road accident victims fcy 
more than 1,000 per cent. 

At the same time NHS trusts 
are demanding more than £100 
for medical records which by law 
should cost £10 plus a photo- 
copying and postage fee. 

Lawyers representing the vic- 
tims said last week that the de- 
velopments were a direct result 
of Treasury pressure on police 
forces and NHS trusts to be- 
come more cost-effective. 

They fear the charges will en- 
courage insurance companies to 
contest personal injury claims 
knowing that it is harder for 
clients to get the evidence they 
require. 

One victim of a serious road 
accident in Bristol was made to 
pay £650 for a police accident 
report which until recently 
would have cost £48. 

Inn Walker, of solicitors Rus- 
seU. Jones and Walker, said the 
report had been “absolutely vi- 
tal” to his client's case and that 
he had no option bat to pay the 
Avon and Somerset police. 

He said: “Forces are decid- 
ing that there's money to be 
made here. They say, ‘If we have 
done a specialist investigation 
report you will have to pay us 
a commercial fee for it.* This is 
something the police do as part 
of their normal functions of in- 
vestigating road acddenls. They 
have done the work anyway but 
have decided that, with money 
being tight, this is a good way 
to make some more." 

Until, the increased charges, 
forces would supply expert ac- 
cident reports, along with police 
notebook records from the 
scene of the accident and state- 
ments from witnesses, for a 
standard 6 k of £48. 

The police accident investi- 
gator, who examines the scene 
of a crash to see if criminal pro- 
ceedings should be brought, is 
able to determine the speed and 
direction of vehicles involved 
using mathematical formulae, 
measurements and pho- 
tographs of the scene. 

The police report can be 
crucial to a road accident vic- 
tim claiming for a personal in- 
jury for which the insurance 
company disputes liability. The 
Association of Personal Injury 


Lawyers has produced a report 
Citing 22 trusts and hospitals 
which it cl aims are overcharg- 
ing for records. . 

Oxfordshire Health Services 
charges £1 a page for copies of 
the medical records it holds. 

Ain tree Hospitals, in Liver- 
pool, charges a standard fee of 
£75 plus 25p a copy, for records. 

Richm ond. Twickenham and 
Roeharnpton healthcare trusts, 
in London, attempted to charge 
£50 for records but reduced the 
fee to £10 when threatened 
with legal action. 

Kerry Underwood, a solicitor 
based in St Albans, Herts, said: 
“People are being charged ex- 
orbitant sums to obtain Lheir 
records when they have had to 
pay for the treatment and the 
records through tax contribu- 
tions in the first place.” 

Trusts are often unwilling to 
supply health records to solic - . 
itors if they fear the information^ 
is likely to be used in litigation v 

Teople are being 
asked exorbitant 
fees for work 
that they have 
already paid for’ 


a gains t them. Paul Balen, of the 
Association of Personal Injury 
Lawyers, said it was “outra- 
geous” that trusts were “open- 
ly flouting the law” by 
breaching the Access to Health 
Records Act 1991 which re- 
quires them to submit records 
for £10 plus photocopying and 
postage. 

“Wc need the Department of 
Health to tell the trusts that this 
is unlawful.” 

Derek Day, deputy director 
of the National Association of 
Health Authorities and Trusts, 
said: “Trusts have been costing 
out their services as part of lheir 
independent status. We would 
advise members to make sure l' c 
that what they are doing is v 
within the law." 

The Department of Health 
says it is “trying to resolve the 
problem”, while the Home Of- 
fice said individual police forces 
were entitled to chaise what 
they thought appropriate for 
specialist services. 


Test-tube baby 
chances halved 
for over-35s 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 


A woman's chance of a success- 
ful test-tube pregnancy drops 
sharply after the age of 35, ac- 
cording to a new analysis of more 
than 25,000 women treated in 
British clinks over three years. 

The age of a woman is wide- 
ly accepted as one of the most 
important factors influencing a 
successful outcome in in-vitro 
fertilisation (TVF). However, 
the new data derived from the 
Human Fertilisation and Em- 
bryology Authority’s records 
since its inception in 1991 pro- 
vides the best available evi- 
dence on the outcome of the 
treatment to date. 

The overall success rate per 
!VF treatment was 14 per cent 
but it varied dramatically with age 
and was highest among women 
of 25 to 30. Surprisingly, women 
younger than this had lower suc- 
cess rates. The reason is not 

known and is under investigation. 

(It is already wefl-cstabfisfted that 
the “take home baby” rate varies 
widely between dimes, wilh some 
achieving success rates of up to 
25 per cent.) 

Professor Allan Templeton, 
of the Department of Obstet- 
rics and Gynaecology at Ab- 
erdeen University, and 
colleagues calculated that about 

16 per cent of women of 25 
could expect to have a child, and 

17 per cent of those aged 30. 

But by 35 the success rale had 

fallen to 14 per cent per treat- 
ment cjcle, and then fell steeply 
to 7 per cent by 40, and 2 per 
cent by 45. “No pregnancies 
were recorded in women older 
than 45 years,” according to the 


report in today’s issue of The 
Lancet. 

Women who had previously 
been pregnant had a better 
chance of success than those 
who had never conceived, and 
this effect was stronger where 
there had been a live birth and 
strongest of aD in those who had 
had a child by IVF. 

The use of donor eggs, in 
place of eggs removed from tba* 
ovaries of the woman under- 
going treatment, significantly 
improved the chances of success 
in women over 29 but dimin- 
ished with age. This is thought 
to be due to the decreasing “re- 
ceptivity” of the womb lining for 
a fertilised egg. 

Professor Ttmplcton said that 
the cause of infertility did not ap- 
pear to influence the outcome 
but the chances of pregnancy feD 
with each failed cycle of treat- 
ment: “We found that the best 
pussMity of success is in the first 
cyde of IVF treatment and that 
there b a significant negative ef- 
fect with increasing number of 
attempts thereafter.” 

The live birth rate was bet- 
ter for women with unexplained 
infertility than for those in 
whom tubal disease (blockage, 
inflammation and so on of the 
Fallopian tubes) had been di- 
agnosed. 

Overall 36,961 IVF cydes (70 
per cent of all those register^ J 
between August 1991 and April 
1994) in 26389 women were in- 
vestigated. Almost three-quar- 
ters of the women had one 
treatment cycle; one- fifth had 
two, and 8 per cent more than 
two. A further group of 1,416 
IVF cydes using donated eggs 
were included in the study. 
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Asian queen: Relta Faria, Indian winner of Miss World 
in 1966, when her victory was uncontroversial 



-up 

in search of 
an admirer 


Ian Burrell 
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Uke Baby Doc Duvalier of 
Haiti and General Manuel Nor- 
iega of Panama before her. 
Miss WhM treks from continent 
lo continent as a refugee in 
search of a friendly home. 

A 45-year-old who has 
known better- tunes, she ar- 
rives in each new port dutch- 
ing her baggage of swimsuits 
and slingbacks and provokes an 
inevitable outcry of protest. 

Bom in England in 1951, 
Miss World once wore her 
crown with pride. Then came 
the revolution of political cor- 
rectness and her palace was de- 
stroyed. She was cast out and 
denounced as anachronistic, 
self-indulgent and tasteless. 

“In reverse order are the 
famous words of Eric Moriey - 
who with' his wife Julia, creat- 
ed the contest - as the winner 
is crowned; and the interna- 
tional beauty pageant is indeed 
in retreat Until recentlysbewas 
based In Bophuthatswana 
where she attracted controver- 
sy by posing for photographs in . 
poverty-stricken villages as part 
of Operation Hunger. 

This year, she has moved on 
to Bangalore, where she has 
united right-wing politicians 
with feminist groups in then- 
anger at the perceived slur on " 
their culture that she represents. 

Tomorrow, as Miss World 
preens herself at a sumptuous 
event at the Chinaswamy crick- 
et dub, groups of Indian women 
are planning to set fightto them- 
selves in protest; One man in a 
L southern fodian city has already 
-f burnt himself alive while shout- 


Miss World is not interested in 
Che political arena. But that has 
not stopped her becoming em- 
broiled in endless international 

- incidents over apartheid, world 
hunger, divorce, unmarried 
motherhood and the Jewish- 
Arab peace accord. Now she has 
apparently undermined the 

- morals of an entire subcontinent. 

Eric Moriey was a publicity 
salesman for Mecca Dancing 
when he dreamed up the for- 
mula for the Festival of Britain 
in 1951. The contest spent 18 
years at the Lyceum, Aldwych, 
20 years at the Royal Albert 
Hall, and a brief spell at the Pal- 
ladium before leaving London 
to go into exQe in 1990. Since 
then Miss World has been like 
a former West End star per- 
forming at the end of the pier. 

Yet the Morleys are not un- 
happy. In the glory days, Miss 
Wfadd would take to the stage for 
next to nothing, content with the 
adoration of her pubfic watching 
the live coverage beamed round, 
the globe by the BBC Bui she 
has become increasingly com- 
mercial. Satellite channels will 

eraoMvhich onoe at- 
tractcd a British audience of 27 _5 
1 nriffian. International airlines 
sponsor the contest and busi- 
nesses are encouraged to ton it • 

into m international trade fait,: 
This year there wiH.be. a worid^- 
wkfca&fience of 25hflfioiL s. 

BnOiSiss World is rimmpg? 
out ofisafe havers. As the Eng; 
lish feminists flour-bombed her 
m 1922, so their Indian si&feri 
have fonred:on tier m'1996. She 
.wmoatgetiiivolvt^sayherc^ 

ators! She is not interested in 
politics or xon traverses. So. 
where will she head next? Iran? 



Jan JScGirlc 
New Delhi 



Thousands of security guards 
have been recruited in an 
attempt to prevent disruption of 
ronigbt's Miss Worid contest in 
Bangalore by angty feminists, 
some' of whom are threatening 
to set fire to themselves. 

Police are hunting for KN 
Shashikala, the stocky Bengali 
karate Mack-belt who started 

the controversy three months 
ago when she organised stu- 
dents into a group of “vigilant 
women against indecent expo- 
sure”, and filed a petition to ban 
the contest. When India won in 
1966 and again two years ago, 
there were no protests. 

However, her agiLation 
spurred the. organisers into re- 
treat, and the swimsuit section 
was diverted to the Seychelles. 
The mathematics graduate, who 
is in her 20s, vanished yesterday, 
probably fearing arrest. 

Earlier this week, a 25 -year- 
old student from the neigh- 
bouring stale of Thmil Nadu, 


torched himself to death in 

protest against the contest , held 

last year in Sun Cny, South 
Africa. Police also found four 
bombs planted at contest sites. 

Unfazed, Judge RP Sethi 
ruled that the pageant could 
continue, providing that no in- 
decent exposure, nudity, or ob- 
scenity takes place. A chorus 
line or 16 elephants will caper 
alongside the 89 leggy senu-fi- 
nalists® the show is broadcast 
live to 3 15 nations. 

Unseasonable rain threat- 
ens to make both the competi- 
tion and the fiery protest made 
outs. Ticket sales have not 
helped. The Sultan of Brunei or- 
dered 200 tickets for the grand 
finale, but nearly half of the 
cheaper seats remain unsold at 
the Chinnaswamy Stadium. A 
crowd of just 10,000 is expect- 
ed along with the mob which will 
gather outside for the feminists' 
mock-pageant 

Nearby loom enormous 20ft 
cardboard cut-outs of the con- 
test's main organiser, the Hin- 
di star Amitabh Bacbchan. He 


is naked, 1 with his hands cupping 
his genitals. One of the judges, 
the actor Oliver Reed, seemed 
quite happy to be left oft 
Julia Moriey, who runs the 
contest with her husband said: 
“We make money on beauty 
and spend it on the ugly face of 
the world. That’s our purpose 
and protests will not deter ns.” 

Some Indians view the con- 
test as a trojan horse for the 
multi-nationals whohave been 
eyeing India’s burgeoning mid- 
dle-class as an untapped mar- 
ket. And although feminists 
resent the display of flesh, more 
traditional women decry the no- 
tion of Western ideals of 
1 on an ancient culture, 
i has sent participants to 


years, and the nation was almost 
smug with self-ccmgraiulation in 
1994 when it wan Miss Universe 
and Miss World. The latter. 
Ashwariya Rai, is too yellow to 
brave the protesters and judge 
tonight's pageant. But she's got 
a valid doctor's excuse: she is 
suffering from jaundice. 



Turning up the heat: Protesters burning effigies of Miss Worid in India 
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Phil is less than Coo l as he joins the celebrities' masquerade | 19th-century work practices 
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YOUR DREAM KITCHEN HAS NEVER BEEN MORE AFFORDABLE 
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SPACE SAVING, EASY TO FIT, QUALITY BEDROOMS 
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BUY NOW 
PAY APRIL '97 




No deposit required. Full amount can be 
repaid in April at 0% APR or the cost spread 
over 24 or 36 months at 19.9% APR + 









VfT/Vickes 

QUALITY & SERVICE 


When you spend £500 or more on Manor House Conservatories, 
Kitchens, Bedrooms and Bathrooms. 

Repayment period of up to 60 months at 22.9% APR with 
the option to settle at 12 months with 0% APR** 

THIS WEEK ONLY 


Wickes brings you qualify that exceeds your expectations - not your budget. 
• FREE 5 year insurance backed guarantee. 

• FREE home delivery 7days a week. 

• FREE computerised planning and specialist staff. 

• Full range of accessories available. 
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CALL FREE NOW ON 0500 300 328 FOR A FREE COLOUR KITCHEN OR BEDROOM BROCHURE AND TOUR NEAREST STORE 


GUARANTEED FREE DELIVERY 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
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of head 


buys peace 
at school 


Fran Abrams 

Education Correspondent 


The head of Cheltenham Col- 
lege has resigned despile a par- 
ents’ campaign to prevent his 
removal from the school by 
governors. Peter Wilkes has 
decided to leave the public 
school next summer even 
though an independent inquiry 
found that attempts to remove 
him had breached both natur- 


al justice and employment law. 
The inquiry's report also ac- 


ic inquiry's report also ac- 
cused the school of having 
“19th century" employment 
practices. 

Mr Wilkes said yesterday 
that he was leaving to prevent 
the school from tearing itself 
apart. A compromise agree- 
ment between parents and gov- 
ernors at Cheltenham is 
expected to he struck today. Par- 
ents bad demanded that Mr 
Wilkes should stay, that sever- 
al of the governors shonid go, 
and that parents should be giv- 
en seals on the governing body. 

The president of the body, 
Nigel Farrow, resigned last 
week. Others may go in a 
restructuring exercise as part of 
the peace deal now being 
struck. 

Mr Wilkes was asked to re- 
sign after the school slipped 
from 147th to 205th in A-level 
league tables. The governors, 
who include General Sir John 
Waters, former deputy supreme 
allied commander Europe and 
Sir Michael Perry, chairman of 
Unilever, also criticised his 
managerial style and his rela- 
tionships with senior staff. 

However, a meeting of par- 
ents voted by 620 to seven in 
favour of Mr Wilkes' reinstate- 
ment and of the resignation of 
the school council (governors). 
They were also angry that they 
were initially given no expla- 
nation of the head's dismissal. 

The case has highlighted the 
power of governors in private 
schools. All state schools are re- 
quired to have elected pare n is 
on their governing bodies but in- 
dependent schools are not. 
Cheltenham parents, who pay 
fees of around £12,000 a year, 
say they should be told more 
about what is going on. 

An independent inquiry into 
the dispute by Tony Higgins, 
chief executive of the Chel- 
tenham-based Universities and 
I Colleges Admissions Service, 


Look this way: Phil Cool appearing between his mask (left) and Jimmy Tarbuck’s in an exhibition of more than 500 painted by celebrities at the Royal Festival Hall, South 
Bank, in London yesterday. An auction of 150 masks in aid of the Prince's Trust charity for young people will be held at the hall next Thursday Photograph: Keith Dobney 
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was presented to governors last 
week. It said the management 
of independent schools should 
be open to public scrutiny, if 
only to ensure that justice was 
seen to be done. 

Mr Higgins wrote: “It is ex- 
pected in the 1990s that the nor- 
mal rules of natural justice, 
not to mention employment 
legislation, are observed. It is my 
view that in this ease neither was 
observed. It seems ironic that a 
council which is looking for a 
dynamic leader to take the col- 
lege into the 21st century- can 
still be operating employment 
practices which were perhaps 
more common in tne 19th 
century." 

Mr Wilkes said it was in the 
best interests of the school that 
he should not seek reinstate- 


Sir Michael Perry: Critic of 
head’s management style 


ment. “Parents have been 
mounting a wonderful cam- 
paign to have me reinstated. 
While I hated the idea of letting 
down my loyal parents, the 
school’s interests had to be 
paramount. This is tearing the 
place apart." 

Mark Hicks Beach, chair- 
man of the parents' committee 


set up to fight Mr Wilkes’ case, 
said he was very disappointed 


said he was very disappointed 
by the resignation. 

* “Mr Wilkes is a superb head- 
master who has done a lot for 
the school, but it had to be his 
decision. 

“Both he and his wife have 
been through a lot of stress and 
strain in the last few weeks, and 
I can understand it. Whatever 
he has done has been in the best 
interests of the school," he 
said. 
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Money values: Giscard pinpoints key issue and questions value of Paris’s economic and foreign icon 

Buoyant Italy 
says its ready to 
rejoin ERM 


French franc 
feels the heat 



Mary Dejevsky 
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In a miserably cold and wel No- 
vember, with oil refineries bar- 
ricaded by protesting lorry 
drivers and the public cross 
about the world in general and 
France in particular, a long- 
taboo subject has burst on to the 
political agenda. Suddenly it is 
open season on the franc fort, 
France’s “strong- franc” policy, 
an article of faith and a totem 
of national dignity since well be- 
fore Jacques Chirac became 
president. 

The argument was reopened 
by the former president Valdry 
Giscard d’Estaing in a column 
in /"Express. Rather than conceal 
his remarks with a discreet 
headline, the magazine 
splashed the key.question oyer 
its from coven “Should the 
franc be devalued? Giscard’s 
plan for breaking the impasse.’* 

Mr Giscard broke not one. 
but two taboos. Recognising 
that Germany would be unlikely 
to agree any change in the val- 
ue of the Mark against the 
dollar or any other currency, he 
proposed not only devaluing the 
franc by 9 per cent to trigger do- 
mestic growth but also decou- 
pling it from the Mark, which 
would remove at one stroke the 
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Deal eases 
tension 
in Belarus 

A deal between President 
Alexander Lukashenko and 
MPs has eased tension in 
Belarus. He wanted to use a 
referendum tomorrow to 
tighten his grip on rival 
institutions and extend his 
term. He has now cancelled 
decrees making the results 
legally binding; ttt return, 
parliament agreed not to 
impeach him. Ratter -Minsk 

.felted Chinese 
activist ailing 

The dissident Wang Dan, 
jailed for ‘plotting to 
overthrow the government’, 
has throat and back 
problems in a prison that- 
does not have facilities lo 
treat him, and his condition 
could deteriorate with the 
onset of winter, his mother 
said. Reuier- Peking 


Sdenbotogists 
convicted over 
suicide case 

Fifteen Scientologists were 
convicted of fraud and other 
offences in a case that could 
hdp set boundaries between 
the power of the French 
slate and the activity of 
religious groups. Charges 
related to the suicide of 
Patrice Vic, 31, after 
psychiatric treatment 
prescribed byJean-Jacques 
Mazier, th en bead of the 
church in Lyras. Vic's widow 
said Wwas pressed by 
Mazier- to continue taking ' 
sessions, which be could not 
afford. Mazier wasconvicted 
of unpremeditated murder 
and fraud and jailed for 
three years, half suspended. 
The judge said u individuals 
who use a legitimate ... 
religious doctrine for 
financial ... ends and in ' _ 
doing so deliberately deceive 
a third party are liable to be 
prosecuted for fraud". 

Mary Dejevsky- Fans 


Renewing your home insurance 
in November or December 
and want to save money ? 


If you are 50 or over call free ! 

0800 414 525 
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- Irnapine all the lovely dun^-youeodd 
buy with Natioruil Garden Gifi Tokens. 

So why not give someone .else the same, 
pleasure tills Chreamas! • 

Naikiiv.il Garden Gift Tokens come in a 
range t>f values, are easy to post and cm 
he houglti and exclwnged at most Garden 
Centres. Garden SIiops and Nurseries right 
acros; the UK. . . , . 

. So treat them to the gilt ihaf-grows. 
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Or not 


cornerstone of French foreign 
and economic policy. 

Die response was immediate: 
on international exchanges the 
franc wobbled; m 24 hours il had 
lost two centimes against the 
Mark. Politicians weighed iiuas 
though shackles had finally 
been broken. The debate was 
launched; the right was divided 
within itself; so, more quietly, 
was the left. 

Those who backed Mr Gis- 
card's view included Philippe 
Seguin. chairman of parliament 
and anti-Maastricht campaign- 
er; Charles Pasqua. former in- 
terior minister, and Alain 
Madelin. former economy min- 
ister. All are infinitely more pop- 
ular with the public than any 
member of the government. 

With President Chirac visit- 
ing Japan, even the most pro- 


ministers 
seemed to hesitate before issu- 
: a. rebuttal. 

an official statement 
came - in the form of a brief 
joint communique from Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl and the 
French Prime Minister, Alain 
Jnppd, no one took any notice. 
The franc continued to slide, 
and the politicians continued to 
scrap. Yesterday the governor 
of the Bank of France, Jean- 
Claude Tricbet, issued a state- 
ment reiterating -there was no 
change in its policy towards the 
exchange rate or the Mark, bm 
uncertainty remained. 

One reason was Mr Dis- 
card's status as a veteran play- 
er in France’s Europe policy, if 
no longer in party politics. 

As one French commentator 
said: "Toucan say whatyou like 
about Giscard, but one thing 
you can't say is that he is stu- 
pid." He would have been well 
aware of the likely impact of his 
words: he may even have been 
used by President Chirac to By 
a kite. 

With unemployment stub- 
bornly increasing despite a 
plethora of government mea- 
sures to reduce it, might the 
French public just be willing to 
sacrifice a little national pride 
to find a solution? 



Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Cash crisis: A man joining a pensions demonstration in the wave of protests at the French 
government’s budget squeeze as it tries to bring the economy under control to qualify for EMU 


In a last-minute sprint to (he 
starting line of European mon- 
etary union, Italy served notice 

yesterday that it would rejoin 

ihc exchange -rate mechanism 
(ERM i within a week, and 
vowed to meet the Maastricht 
criteria laid down for partici- 
pants in the new eurrency. 

"Italy intends to be one of the 
founding members of EMU." 
proclaimed Carlo A^eglio 
Ciampi, the country's Finance 
Minister. Speaking at a Euro- 
pean banking conference in 
Frankfurt, he added: “Italians 
are determined to do everything 
necessary to he an element of. 
stability and not an element of 
tension or distortion”. 

Mr Ciampi said the lira, 
forced to retreat from the ERM 
in 1492. would he hack in the 
fold “m November”, thus meet- 
ing one of the three main con- 
ditions for EMU membership. 

On the other conditions, 
public debt and budget deficit. 
Rome is also very close to at- 
taining the targets - frighten- 
ingly close in German eyes. 
Italy's budget deficit isfordxisl 
to stand jl 3.3 per cent of gross 
domestic product in (he quali- 
fying year of IQ**”. Under nor- 


mal circumstances, that would 
have entitled the Germans to 
slam the door in Mr Ciampi’s 
face, but the 0-3 per cent over- 
shoot is likely in be no wnrse 
than Bonn’s performance. 

The Bundesbank and the 

German parliament have re- 
served themseh es the right to vet 
all applications, confident that 
the “Club Med” cou nines would 
sink under the weight of their 
own abysmal statistics. Nou 
Bonn is having to find nett ex- 
cuses to keep out those it does 
not trust. Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, the top speaker at yester- 
day’s Frankfurt event shifted the 
emphasis to the less scientific 
concept of “long-term stability”. 

Emboldened by Germany's 
failings, former no-htipeis are 
pressing their claims. Spain 
joined the vanguard yesterday 
with a confident prediction lieu 
the peseta would be in the hard 
core from the beginning. 

The Cluh-Mcd's progress to- 
wards fiscal rectitude is in stark 
contrast to the profligacy of the 
two countries that arc driving 
European integration. Ger^ 
many has been temporarily 
knocked off course by the slow- 
down of its economy, but for 
France there appears to be no 
end in sight for economic and 
political lurbulencc. 


We’re good 
to wood 





27 % 

Sawlogs 


Other Industrial 


Source FAO 1992 


Only 1 2% of the World’s production of 
wood is used in papermaking. 
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Steve Boggan 

Chief -Reporter 

For once, it appeared that a UN 

arms embargo bad worked. A 
ship, the Malo, carrying more 
than SO tons of weapons bound 
for troubled Somalia had been 
seized by the Government of 
Seychelles. 

It was 1993 and the UN had 
banned sales of weapons to 


. micumiu as wirang clansmen re- 

» duced the country to chaos. Tn 

* impounding this ship,” James 
Michel, the Seychelles Defence 
Minister, said, “we did the in- 
ternational -community a ser- 
vice.” There was no doubt, as 



Key documents The Zairean 
end-user cert ifi c at e 

the death toll in Somalia 
mo anted, that a service had 
been done. Wi thin a year, how- 
ever, the weapons had been tar- 
geted by the unscrupulous 
operatives of a new arms pro- 
curement network set tip to de- 
vise ways of circumventing yet 
another UN embargo - that im- 
v posed on sales of arms to 
yp' Rwanda after the murder of op 
to a million Ibtsis in April and 
May 1994. Mr Michel and his 
colleagues did not know it, but 
they were about to fall victim to 
Colonel Theoneste Bagosora. 
Bagosora, a former Rwanda 
government defence official, 
had become the master aims 




international 


Rwanda’s war 


buyer for the Rwandan gov- 
ernment in exile as it regrouped 

for what, had it happened, 
would surely have-been one of 
the bloodiest wars in African 
history. The planned return to 


ation Insecticide by Hutu m3i- 
lias. 

Bagosora is just one of 


FUND RAISING 


Cash is raised in refugee 
camps, among Hutu 
communities worldwide 
and in Rwanda itself. 


and mercenaries, operating 
from Kenya, Zaire, South 
Africa, Israelite UK, Albania, 
the former Yugoslavia and Bui- - 
garia, identified by a UN Com- 
mission of Inquiry mto the 
extent - and sources - of inidi 
aims sales to Rwanda. 

The deals are many, the 
methods ingenious, but per- 
haps the Seychelles sting is the 

best example of the lengths to 
which the former Rwandan 
government would go to re-arm. 
According to . an unpublished 
UN report oh the Commis- 
sion's work, obtained by the 
Independent ; the deal bogan 
with an approach to the Sey- 
chelles government by a South 
African businessman, Willem 
Ehlers. director of a company 
called Delta Aero. 

Ehlers said be was interest- 
ed in buying the impounded 
weapons, including 2£00 AK47 
rifles, 6,000 mortars and 5,600 
fragmentation grenades, cm be- . 
half of the Zairean govern- . 
meat, againstwhom there is no 
emb a j gaOn4Junel99^bear- 
rived in the Seychelles, accom- 
panied by Bagosora who, with 
the apparent complicity of the 
Zairean authorities, had a 
Zairean passport^nd an end- 
user certificate beariqg the seal 
of the Republic of Zaire. Two 
shipments were flown out of the 
country on 16 and 18 June - 
more than a month after the 
UN embargo was imposed -be- 
fore the SepdieDes government 
became suspicious and stopped 
a thud consignment. Media re- 
ports, fuelled in part by the in- 



vestigative work of the charity 
Human Rights Watch and 
Amnesty International, had es- 
tablished that the weapons had 
been diverted to Goma and into 
the hands of the former gov- 
ernment forces. It wasa periect 
sting; weapons impounded on 
behalf of the UN were used to 
circumvent another UN arms 
embargo. But it was one of 


many. “Highly reliable sources 
in Belgium, Kenya, Rwanda, 
South Africa, Tanzania and the 
United Kingdom painted a co- 
herent picture of huge, loose, 
overlapping webs of more or 
less illicit aims deals, arms 
flights and arms deliveries span- 
ning the continent from South 
Africa as far as Europe, par- 
ticularly eastern Europe,” said 


the UN Commission’s report, 
dated 28 October 1996. 

“Those engaged in such ac- 
tivities make free use of fake 
end-user certificates, exploit 
loopholes in the law, evade 
customs and other airport con- 
trols by making clandestine 

false flight plans ancfconreal 
their movements by using fab- 


ricated zone permits, evading 
radar tracking and observing ra- 
dio silence in flight.” It has Seen 
suspected for years that a num- 
ber of Britons or British com- 
panies had engineered arms 
sales to Rwanda up to the UN 
embargo of 17 May 1994. But 
last week came proof that at 
least one, Mil-Tec Corporation 
Ltd, had continued after it. Pa- 


pers abandoned by fleeing Hutu 
militiamen in eastern Zaire 
shotted that the Isle of Man-reg- 
islcred company had sold £3 -3m 
worth of arms, ineluding con- 
signments delivered in July. 

One of the men linked to Mfl- 
Tec. Kumar Anup VTdyarthi, 
vanished from his home in 
north London this week. His 
partner, Kumar Gupta, was 


traced to Nairohi but he failed 
to return the Independent's 
calls. Both men are Kenvun. a 
fact which, in the procurement 
maze, is significant. For it was 
in Nairobi. Kenya, that the 
plans for a triumphant, if 
bloody, return were being 
hatched Each month, meetings 
of military officials and weak hv 
Hutus were held in Nairobi 
where money was raised for the 
planned invasion. It jk. , ‘A r 
weapons known to have or . 
nated from Israel. Albania. 
Zambia, the Ukraine and Spain. 
Evidence showed a fully armed 
force, estimated at 50.4* Hi men. 
was being trained in Zaire. 

It is a credit to the Commis- 
sion that so much information 
was gleaned. It has become 
the norm for their requests for 
information from governments 
ro be ignored. In the three 
months to September this year, 
its members travelled across 
Africa and Europe hut. by the 
end of October, they were still 
awaiting replies to questions 
posed of governments in Bel- 
gium. Bulgaria. Cameroon, the 
Czech Republic. Egypt, Italy. 
Kenya. Malta, Portugal. South 
Africa. Spain, the UK. Zaire 
and Zambia. 

It is emerging that the arms 
deliveries were not confined to 
1994. Two years after the im- 
position of the embargo, they 
continued, with evidence of 
more than 15U tons of weapons 
entering the country from Zam- 
bia in May of this year, and of 
60 tons being flown into Zaire 
aboard two Ukrainian-regis- 
tered aircraft. and on to the for- 
mer government forces, in June. 

The Commission's latest task 
is to find out more about a 
Nigerian-registered aircraft car- 
rying arms from Malta to Goma 
on 25 May 1994. which, ac- 
cording to documents recently 
uncovered, included one 
Col T. Bagosora among its few 
passengers. 



on return to Burundi, says UN 


Geneva (agencies) - Nearly -300 ■ 
Hutusietuniing from refugee camps 
in eastern Zaire were ma&racred nr 
a churchmBunindiiastmpntb,ac ; 
cording to UN officials. 

Tbe^ report, by tfre UN^Hmpan . 
Rights Centre, higfrHgfits adistmbr ; . 
ing aspectcf tfre <mdus pf Hntu ; 
refcgKs’fram 

corne a flood mrdjfcnt Hsans^ ■ 

re t u r nin g to Rwarfipt have beedjES^s 




ceived frostily but not mistreated. But' 
manyother refugees are txying to x6- 
torn to their homes in ne%hbotiring 
Burundi, where they are walking into 
a r rmtifwmg Hnm-Tht*ri dvil war. 

. The; UN saMits representatives 
learned. of tim attack when they vis- 
aed Cibitoke province in north- 
bh^Etoradtef. Based. 
with~wouiMbd sur- 
and witnesses, j 


the field-workers said -258 people 
died immediately of their-bollet and 
hand grenade wounds.. Some 110 
people were wounded, of whom 40 
later died, bringing the death toll to 
298, the centre said. 

Christiane Berthiaume, spokes- 
woman for the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, said the incident 
took place in a church in Murambi 
op220ctobeT.The victims, believed 


to be Burundian Hutus, were among 
the fiist refugees to return to Burundi 
when fighting broke out around UN 
refugee ramps in eastern Zaire last 
month. 

A spokesman for Burundi's Tut- 
si-led army called the report “pro- 
paganda” from the National Council 
for the Defence of Democracy, a 
Hum exile opposition group. “This 
is pure fabrication,” Maj. Mamert 


Sinarizi said yesterday. “I can tell you 
there was no massacre.” 

Meanwhile talks in Stuttgart be- 
tween 35 nations ready in principle 
to take part in a military interven- 
tion force in central Africa got off 
to a slow and confusing start yes- 
terday. The talks, between senior mil- 
itary officers, are expected to stretch 
through the weekend. The aim is to 
produce a menu of possible actions 


for governments to consider, rang- 
ing from the 11,000-sirong inter- 
vention force originally proposed to 
something much less ambitious. 

"By the end of the weekend I 
would hope we wfll have developed 
a full slate of options,” said Lieu- 
tenant-General Maurice Baril of 
Canada, which is coordinating the 
UN-authorised mission 

The original aim to was to escort 


aid to Rwandan refugees in eastern 
Zaire and encourage them to go 
home. 

But the voluntary return of 
500,000 Rwandans in the last week 
has produced sharp disagreements 
on what kind of mission to send, if 
any. Governments have heen unable 
to agree on the scale of the remaining 
problem, how many refugees remain 
in Zaire, their location and condition. 
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If you owe up to £ 3,000 oh your credit cards and store 
cards you'd be belter off switching to Bardaycard. 
Transfer the lot to Bardaycard and we'll cut the 
amount you owe by‘5%. That’s £90 on a balance of 
£ 3,000 - something certainly worth celebrating! 

You can also look forward to Bardaycard benefits 
such as free Travel Acddent Insurance and Profiles . 
points for every £10 you spend. No wonder 
Bardaycard is Britain's most popular credit card. 
Switching couldn’t be easier. Just send for an 
application form or call free on 0800 49 *9 *9 an ^ 
quote code 345 OOC 

Complete the reupon or call free any time on 
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Eignt and 5 half tonnes of Spartan 
Not the easiest thing ic conceal. 

Fill it with seven men and a bucket load 0! adrenalin and you've got a 
senous liability on your hands. 

Could you lose it in the undergrowth before you lose a life? 

That's exactly the kind of test you'll face as an Officer in theTerritoria! Army. 

Were after recruits. From barristers to bank clerks. 

But no: just anyone. 


Men and women with enough drive, ambition and charisma to lead. 

Who'll get Army rates of pay for Officers plus a yearly tax tree bonus of up 
to £900. 

It's down to you. 

Are you Officer material or nor 7 

Wall, here's your first test. 

Should you cut or run? 
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broke down, everyone ; 
came to work damp and 
> grumbjing: You could tell 
it was winter. It was cold 
as well The snow quickly 
melted into a drab grey 
and flowers that were bold 
and colourful the day 
before were struck down 
by the frost Still, we can 
dream of sunny times in 
Antigua, mefldjy breaks in 
southern Spainand garner 
a little cheer wm the news 
that even those hid 
Christmas cliches - ties - 
can be a present classic, s 
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We’ve got Christmas wrapped up: delight your family 
and friends with the best lunch menus, top tipples, a 
sensational cake selection and dazzling party foods. 
It’s too good to resist. 










Smiling gold raiders 
*£■ £©t 25 years 

i w W 


\TWO raiders were 
'each jailed fia-js yean 
y'Moday far thdr part 
\in Britain’s biggest 
/robbery. 

BaiWcr Mkhad 
32, and car 
Aaler Brian Robin- 


Dorid Twin Price wn- faced life sentences' 
icnccd ihcm at the Okf and that would mean 
Bailey. The pair, both actually serving out/ 
fhmSojlhUindoahad life. ' 

confided to family and The gang got into the 


Whatever 
happened to 

Brinks-Mat? 


TTte moment: In the early hours of Saturday 26 November 
19&3, six armed robbers slipped into the Brinks-Mat ware- 
house in Heathrow, posing as relief guards. Confronting gen- 
uine security workers, they ripped off the uniform of one of 
the guards, doused him in petrol, and told him that if he did 
not reveal the combination for vaults containing the gold, 
they would set him alight. Once in the vault they removed 
6,800 Mare-bar-size ingots of gold, worth more than £2bm, 
that were being stored overnight before being transferred next 
morning to Hong Kong. 

How could it happen? The military style precision of the 
operation took everyone by surprise: workers in the ware- 
house did not even realise that the vaults' contents were so 
valuable: “I knew it was ran by Brinks-Mat but I didn't realise 
that there was £26 m in one comer in there." said one. The 
thieves' detailed knowledge of the Fort Knox-siylc security 
system allowed them to enter undetected. Once they had let 
themselves in through the front door with a duplicate key, 
they took advantage of the 
disabling of the alarm sys- 
tems at 6.50am to allow 
security staff to get in to start 
work. Surprisingly, it is now- 
thought that the robbers 
expected to find a mcre£lm 
in the vaults. 



The casualties: The gold 
markets were the first to suf- 
fer. Within a week of the rob- 
bery, gold prices had risen 
dramatically, ironically in- 
creasing the value of the 
stolen bullion by £1,100.(10(1. 

The robbers did not stay free for long: their detailed know- 
ledge of the security arrangements alerted the police to the 
possibility that an insider could be invok ed. A security guard, 
Anthony Black, was questioned, and his testimony later 
secured* the convictions of two of the gang - his brother-in- 
law Micky McAvov and Tony Robinson ("The Colonel"). 

A surveillance operation to track down the other crimin- 
als resulted in a policeman. John Fordham. being stabbed 
to death in the grounds of the person he was tracking. Ken- 
neth Niwe. Noyc was later cleared of murder, claiming self 
defence, but was jailed for 14 years for his part in launder- 
ing the stolen bullion. Other members of the gang which 
fenced the ingots were arrested and jailed: four of them, who 
together laundered more than £I4m. were each sentenced 
for between five and 10 years in 1992. 

Moments of subsequence:The gold has never been 
fully recovered. Police say that half of ii was smelted and sold 
hack to legitimate dealers, including Johnson Matthev, to 
whom it belonged. Much of it ended up as expensive jewel- 
lery. The rest, worth more than 1 10m. was buried and remains 
undiscovered. However, last year it emerged that Kenneth 
Noye reached a secret out-of-court settlement in which he 
is said to have surrendered more than E3m. 

.As this Tuesday - the 15th anniversary of the robbery - 
approaches, police still want to talk to Nove. Though he was 
released from jail for his part in the robbery two years ago. 
police are also trying to contact him about other incidents 
including the road rage killing in which a motorist. Stephen 
Cameron, was stabbed to death on the M25. 

Sam Coates 
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heavenly new pagans with a long history, in addition 


T he Church of 

England has issued a 
report on Britain's 
neo-pagan movements, 
which it presumably feels 
pose a threaL to traditional 
Christianity. Radio 4’s The 
Moral Maze devoted its 
entire programme last 
week to the report and the 
wider issue of the human 
need for irrationality, be it 
pagan or religious. 

1 think the Church is 
being too modest in 
playing down its own role 
in perpetuating these very 
dements. The pagan 
magic it now deplores was 
in on Christianity from the 
beginning. The emperor 
Constantine, who started 
the whole thing rolling in 
the 3rd century, owed his 
conversion to a heavenly 
portent - a vision of a 
flaming cross in the sky. 

Similarly, the Christian 
conquest of these islands, 
radiating out from the 


Roman pattern of 
occupation and 
conversion, made 
paganism central to its 
mission. When St 
Augustine was busy 
colonising Canterbury and 
its surrounds for the new 
Christian movement, he 
specifically queried Pope 
Gregory the Great on how 
to treat the many quaint 
practices he found. No 
matter how eagerly they 
embraced the new’ 
revealed religion, Britons 
remained reluctant to 
abandon native beliefs. 
What was he to do? 

In a response which 
makes Machiavelli took 
like a narrow-minded 
ideologue, the Pope urged 
tolerance. After 
"deliberating long about 
the English people", he 
exhorted Augustine to 
convert idol temples into 
Christian shrines. The 
people, he reasoned. 



Ann Geneva 


would be more ready to 
come to places they were 
familiar with, and besides, 
"it is doubtless impossible 
to cut out everything at 
once from their stubborn 
minds” Now there was a 
natural-bom politician. 

The resultant hybrid, os 
pagan sites were turned 
into Christian ones and 
given their own saints, 
persisted for centuries in 
church architecture and 
interiors. Many other 


wonderful things followed 
from this religio-cultural 
splice. The plough was 
dragged into the church 
for blessing on Plough 
Monday to ensure the 
growth of com; church 
bells were baptised with 
holy water to render them 
powerful enough to dispel 
thunder, soil from the 
churchyard was endowed 
with magical powers; and 
for a peck of rats St 
Wilgerfort would dispose 
of unwanted husbands for 
disaffected wives. St 
Brigrd's Well in Oxford is 
still considered to bestow 
fertility. 

Some enchanting 
customs, such as Morris 
dancing and maypoles, 
survived even the 
Protestant reformers, who 
used their destruction as 
stalking-horses to target 
the biggest magic of all - 
transubstantiation. But the 
Puritans went too far in 


the eyes of many when 
they banned Christmas 
and chopped down the 
Glastonbury Thorn. In 
many cases, Protestant 
magic was merely 
substituted for the old 
ways, as in New England, 
where the Bible was used 
to divine one’s fete by 
opening it at random. 

! remember the surprise 
I felt upon first 

encountering multiple 

deities in the house of an 
American Indian family in 
New Mexico. Lined up 
along their window sill was 
a sequence of gods: two 
Indian carvings, statues of 
the Virgin Mary and 
Christ - and a picture of 
John F Kennedy, the only 
one of the pantheon to 
merit a lighted candle. At 
the time, it blew my mind; 
now it seems the height of 
wisdom. After all, if the 
magic works why not co- 
opt it? 


earthly Charlotte and the freedom fighter 


I t's 7.45am and there’s a 
thick layer of frost on 
the church hall roof. 
Buried beneath the duvet, 
clocking up my fifth hour 
of sleep. Tm leading a 
guerrilla resistance 
operation against some 
faceless but evil Nazi types 
in the hills around Petra. 
I've just pushed a chunk of 
Nabataean crow-steps on 
to a convoy of jeeps when 
the phone rings. 

I hale it when it docs 
that. Telephones and 
jcbels don’t mix. For a 
moment I cast around the 
wadi to sec where the 
satphone went. Then I’m 
awake, and stumbling 
through the grim morning, 
loo little time to find a 
dressing gown before the 
Ansaphone goes off. 
“Hello?" 

The breathy monotone 
of the Shires. “Hi." it says, 
“It’s Charlotte. Is Charlie 
there?" 


These calls never 
happen at night, when at 
least you could blame 
drags* or alcohol for the 
misdialling. For this 1 had 
to drop my Uzi. I sigh. 
“"Wrong number." 

“Oh." she says. Then 
hangs up. No sorry or 
anything: just a dialling 
tone. Morning people arc 
so smug about their moral 
probity; it never occurs to 
them to apologise. 

“It's perfectly all right. 
Any time. Just feel free to 
call.” I replace the receiver. 

Thirty seconds later, as 
the bedclothes start to 
warm up. it rings again. 

“Hi. it's Charlotte. Can 
I speak to Charlie?" 

“Look, Charlotte, 
you’ve still got the wrong 
number." 

“Oh. Is that-?” She 
recites my number. 

“Yes." 

“Well, Charlie must be 
there, then." 



“Sony. He’s noL" 

“Well, when’s he going 
to be back?" 

“He won’t be. He 
doesn’t live here". 

“Oh. Has he moved?” 

“No idea, but he doesn’t 
live here." 

"Oh." She hangs up. 

I dial 1471. She’s 
withheld her number. I 
briefly consider a fag and 
a cup of coffee, then take 
the phone to the bedroom. 

This time, she gives me 


just enough time to 
believe she’s given up. The 
furring of a light doze has 
begun to translate itself 
into moments of 
blackness, and every now 
and then I catch a glimpse 
of the Qasr el Bint from 
above, from the table 
mountain where Saul or 
Doeg or one of those 
biblical warmongers 
cornered 18,000 Edomites 
and chucked them off a 
cliff. Any moment now, a 
hand grenade is going to 
form in my hand and I’ll 
be off and running. 
Instead, the phone rings 
and I flail in search of it. 

“Hello. Charlotte.” 

There’s a pause. “Can I 
speak to Charlie, please?” 

“Charlotte, I can't help 
you with this. I don’t know 
who Charlie is.” 

She thinks she's caught 
me ouL “If you don’t 
know who he is,” she says 
triumphantly, “How did 


you know my name?” 

“You told me the last 
two times you rang." 

Silence. 

“Look, Charlotte," I sit 
up. “Charlie isn’t here. 

Fve lived here for years, 
and there’s never been 
anyone called Charlie 
here. You’ve either got the 
wrong number or he's 
given yon the wrong 
number. Tm sorry about 
that, but please don't ring 
me again. I still won’t be 
able to produce him. OK?” 

More silence. 

“Goodbye, Charlotte." 

There’s no point now. 
I’ll never know if my 
freedom fight came out 
right. 1 find a jumper, start 
switching on heating. As I 
fill the kettle, the phone 
goes again. 

“Look,” says Charlotte, 
“Can you tell Charlie that 
if he didn't want to speak 
to me he could have just 
told me?” 


This has been a week of sun*ys. Thanks 
to the indefatigable work of the nation s 
pollsters, we have learnt, in the past 
seven days, who is considered to be 
Britain's sexiest MR which T\ advert is 
most despised, what proportion of _ 
dunkere would bother to fish out a piece 
of soggy biscuit from a drink and now 
many of us would ban homosexua sex 
from our TV screens. Adding all this to 
other recent surveys we are now able to 
offer a cut-out-and-keep guide to who 

does what to whom and how often. 

Activity oswf 

Britons who tore their country B5 

find Bob Hoskins BT ads irritating .. 33 
Women who think Peter 

Mandelson is sexy 45 

Cats that are overweight 47 

Biscuit dunkers 59 

Dunkeis who would fish out 

dunked biscuit tram tea t2 

Call the lavatory the "loo’’ 36 

Husbands who clean the loo 8 

Men hoping for casual sex at office 

Christmas parties 20 

Women hoping for same 1 

Men who wear same underpants 

dii week nHrtii ' . m r — 1 

Women disgusted by hairy men 57 

Women who would rather watch TV 

than make love 21 

Want to ban gay sex on TV..~ 54 

Want to ban all sex on 7V 27 

Have enjoyed sex in a field 56 

Have been cuddled while washing 

the dishes. 62 

Have experienced dandruff 60 

Have tried cannabis at least once .. 20 

Have never tried cannabis 60 

Don't know if they've tried cannabis 20 

We deduce that there is one cannabis- 
smoking woman in Britain who hales Bob 
Hoskins, is married to a man who doesn’t 
often change his underpants, and dreams 
of having sex with fitter Mandelson in a loo 
that her hubby has cleaned. Madam, you 
should be ashamed of yourself! 

Lottery tips: 

Last Saturday, wc mentioned the all- 
pervading influence of the number 41 
And what, on that very day, was the 
first number to emerge from the lottery 
barrel? None other than 42. of course! 

Encouraged by that success, we are 
pleased to offer this week's lottery tips. 
After deep research and rune-casting, 
we recommend that you avoid the 
following numbers: 

1, 11. 19,23. 33, 42. 

Anyone betting on these six numbers, 
we believe, will win nothing at all. 

William Hartston 
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General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

Pressure will he low from Scandinavia to the central 
Mediterranean for the next few days with a cold 
northwest flow over the British Isles. 

Today, rain over Scotland will clear away to the 
south as brighter weather and some sunshine 
spreads from the north. However, there will be win- 
try showers and a chilly northwest wind. Northern 
Ireland will see rain giving way to sunshine and 
showers for the afternoon, bui with a cool wind. 
Patchy fog over England and Wales will lift, and it 
should stay dry to the south with some sunshine and 
light winds. However, rain will be moving south. 

Sunday will see rain in the south clearing to leave 
the w hole of the countiy with a mix of sunshine and 
wintry showers. Monday also promises some sun- 
shine after a frosty start. There will, though, he 
snow showers to the north while rain or snow- 
spreads into the southwest. Sleet and snow is 
expected across the southern half of the country 
during Tuesday with sunshine and snow showers to 
the north. The cold weather will then continue 
through the middle of the week with snow showers. 
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WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY. MIDDAY (GMT): C, cloudy; Main fg.t 0 g; 
wain; sn.snow-. s, sunny; th. thunder ‘previous day's figure at local time. 


Amsterdam 

Athens 

Auckland 

Bangkok 

Barcelona 

Beirut 

Belgrade 


c B46 
s 19 66 
f 21 70 
133 91 
1 19 66 
s 22 72 
c 9 48 
t 7 4S 
t 7 45 


Aberdeen < 
Anglesey sh 
Ayr f 

Belfast t 
Birmingham c 

Blackpool sh 
Bournemouth sh 
Brighton c 
Bristol c 


f 1 34 
h 7 45 
1 2 36 
t 3 37 
c 5 41 
h 6 43 
Ii 7 45 
c 9 48 
c 7 45 


Cardiff 

sh 

6 43 

Ipswich 

r 

4 39 

Oxford 

c 

5 41 

: Bombay 
Brasses 

s 31 88 
f 643 

Carlisle 

c 

3 37 

i Isles of Sciny 

r 

9 48 

[ Plymouth 

sh 

6 43 

Budapest 

c 5 41 

Dover 

i 

7 45 

Jersey 

c 

8 46 

1 RonaJdsway 

f 

6 43 

i ‘SuensAtes 5 29 84 

Dublin 

c 

4 39 

Liverpool 

c 

5 41 

Scarborough 

f 

5 41 

Cabo 

f 25 77 

Edinburgh 

1 

2 36 

! Uzard 

r. 

B 46 

Southampton 

c 

6 43 

Cape fbwn 

s 19 66 

Exeter 

c 

6 43 

London 

C 

6 43 

Southend 

c 

7 45 

Casablanca 

s 19 66 

Glasgow 

f 

2 36 

1 Manchester 

C 

5 41 

Stornoway 

1 

1 34 

Christchurch 

f 17 63 

Guernsey 

c 

9 48 

Newcastle 

c 

2 36 

1 Time 

f 

4 39 

Copenhagen 

/ 5 41 

Inverness 

s 

2 36 

Nottingham 

c 

5 41 

Ybric 

c 

5 41 

1 Corfu 

c 15 59 


Darwin 

Florence 

Frankfurt 

Geneva 

Gibraltar 

Helsinki 

Hong Kong 

Istanbul 

Jerusalem 

Jo’burg 


I 33 91 
m 13 55 
s 5 41 
s 4 39 
s 18 64 
r 643 
s 25 77 
S 15 59 

c20 68 
s 18 64 


Kioto Lumpur c 26 79 


Lisbon 
I Madrid 
Majorca 
Malta 
Melbourne 


f 18 64 
f 15 59 
f 20 68 
s 21 70 
S 15 59 


♦Mexico City s 21 70 
Moscow c 8 46 
Munich f 3 37 


♦New York c 

Nice f 

Nicosia s . 

Airis 1 

Prague c 

Reykjavik s 

Riyadh c 

Rome f 

Singapore f 

Stockholm m 

Sydney c 

Tenerife t 

Tokyo f 

♦Toronto f 

Venice r 

Vienna c 

Warsaw c 

♦Washington c 
Wellington c 


You'd have to look hard to find a smaller fare. 


Confect your local travel agent or call for details on 


0345 554554 or 0345 I FLY BM 


ah British Midland The Airline for Europe 

fet*, toe fx» umrt* Hraflr* A-a.ijifomy*-:™ dm v«\ ff-jna Sut^ret 10 aoUwnv trawl w nu > Sjiurti* iff* 
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M4 Gloucestershire. Between J 18 Bath 
Junction {A46 Dodington) and J19 Bris- 
tol Parkway (M231, major roadworks 
with two fanes open eastbound. three 
running westbound. 

M25 Greater L on d o n. Between J25 
Waltham Crov ( A10) and J26 Wbhham 
Abbey IA121), maintenance work on 
boih carriageways win mean shp road 
restrictions and a contraflow at tiroes. 
Expect delays. 

Ml Vfesi Yorkshire. J47 Leeds 
(M621/A653 Hofbcck),k»ig4ermroad- 
wortoaod lane ckmms with speed lim- 
its down lo 30mph. Expea delays oo the 
ML M62I and Dewsbury Road. 


Out mad about wtth AA Roadwatch 
caC 0336 401 for Die bred focal and na- 
trons! traffic news. Source: me Aufimottfe 
AsaCBOor r . CaU6 cnarew at 39p per mm 
ideao rate) «9p per rrtn tall other tones) 
me VAT. 


AMebaran 

* i he Hyades. 



London 4rf)lpm to 7:34am 

Bristol 4:11pm to 7*4 3am 

Brnrantfan 4cG4pm to 7:45am 

Manchester A-01pra to 7:51am 

No w nrt l o 3:51pm to 7:56am 

Glasgow 3:57pm to 8:11am 

Belfast .4:11 pro to 8:11am 

To mo rrow 

London -^^,^_A00pm to 7:35am 

Bristrf 4;10pm to 7:45am 

Bfimfng a ra 4:03pm to 7:47am 

Manchester 4:00pm to 7:53am 

Newcastle 3:50pm to 7:58am 

Gbsemr, 3;56pm to 8:13am 

Belfast 4:09pm to 8:13am 


N0z 

S°2 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

bday 


Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Moderate 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Moderate 


London Goa 

S England Got* 

Wales Goa 

C England Goa 

N England Goa 

Scotland Goa 

N Ireland Goa 

Outlook tor Tbday 
London Goo 

S England Gao 

Wales Goo 

C England Moc 

N England Goo 

Scotland Goo 

N Ireland Goo 


AM HT PM HT 
Lnfcn - - 12J» 7A 

Liverpool 9-37 9a 2L56 93 

tK V KM b SZ&1ZS 17.49 13J 

Hul (Albert DodO 4.13 75 1&52 7 A 

Greenock 11-04 3.5 2326 3£ 

Dun Laoghan 1012 4.0 2223 A1 


Looking east-southeast at about 9pm on Monday 
25th November, with the nearly full moon in Taurus 


Jn Monday evening. 25 
November, the almost full 
4oon lies in the constellation 
rfThurus, very close to Alde- 
raran, the bright orange star 
hat marks the eye of the 
Bull. 

A giant star 25 light years 
i way. Aidcharan ranks as the 
14th brightest star in the sky, 
» should be easy to spot 
lespite the moonlight Mem- 
bers of the Hyades star 


cluster, scattered around 
AJdebaran. will not be so 
obvious with the Moon so 
close by. They will be easier 
to see Jaier in the week when 
the Moon has moved on in its 
monthly trek around the sky. 
.Though Aldcbaran appears 
to be in the Hyades, it is in 
fact much nearer. The stars 
belonging to the cluster are 
150 light years away. 

Jacqueline Mitton 


Sun and ivloon: Rising and setting 
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interview 






landing in a 
corridor on the 
first floor of the 
Duke 6f Ypii 
barracks : in 
Chelsea, I. 
experienced a 
curious dual sensation. In this 
. humourless martial building, I 
was waiting for my lunch date 
to appear and, to while away 
the time, was reading the 
notice board. I’d got to a help- 
- ful sign advising passers-by 

w about the “Rules of .Engage- 

ment for service personnel 
authorised to carry arms and 
ammunition on duty in the 
UK. I) You may ONLY open 
fire against a person if..." 
Glancing up, I found myself 
watching, through a glass door, 
a horrible scene unfold in 
which frantic-looking man in a 
check shirt and a recidivist's 
haircut jerkOy pursued a young 
woman around a chaise longue. 
Whs it sufficient reason to con- 
sider opening fire? No, it was 
just Griff Rhys Jones rehears- 
ing his new role, as D'Arcy 
Tbck, a gullible upper-class 
robber, in Ben Travers’s clas- 
sic farce Plunder, which is com- 
ing to the Savoy dieatre on 2 
December; afrd Mr Rhys 
Jones is the last cbmedianyou 
would consider shootings ' 

He is, everyone agrees so 
lovable - so droli, : so cuddle- 
some. so engagingly- dim, so 
boyishly manic all the time. 
Most of these : emetic judge- 
ments come from women, who 
tend to want to znother'the hap- 
less Grif^ but he’s also a hit with 
a certain type of chap. “What 
, ^ fame has brought me, apart 
from money and gettinga table 
at Langham’s,’* he says in that 
steamrollered croak of a voice, 
“isa lotofodd youngmen who 


want to sit next to me cm trains. 
~ Tve become a nerd-magnet.” 
What do they want to talk to 
. yon about?. “Oh, a variety of 
things. QM&aflehifs'Canyoa 
come and say you’re my friend 
Fm trying to pickup this girl 
further up the train-’ ” 

He shakes has bead sadly. He 
may . have become: identified, 
over theyeais, through 10 series 
of Alas Smith and Jones , four 
films, Not the Nine O'clock 
News and a string of West End 
farces, with a certain strain of 
British twit - the unsmiling, 
unstoppable anorak, deter- 
mined to have his wty,aig^ 
corner and drive people mad;, 
but he has no time for real-life 
nerds - or lads. I tried to~floai 
the theory that .his and Mel- 
Smith’s celebrated, head-to- 
head conversations about gross 
male topics, from flavoured 
condoms to body piercing, ush- 
ered in a new era of unbuttoned 
discussion that led to Men 
Behaving Badly 10 years on. 
Were he and Mel Smith proto- 
Lads? Would he accept respon- 
sibility for loaded magazine? 

“We have been accused of 
being at the yob end of the 
humour market But we were 
never as extreme as The ltbung 
Ones, say. There was just a 
general opening up, at the time, 
of what could be. said. But 
surety,” he says with a .disgusted 
squawk, ^toaded magazine is 
the Maddest thing you could 
read. .It's got that kmd of des- 
peration you find among men 
trying to have fan. What we’re 
more fascinated with is the sim-. 
pie joy of two rather thick men 
trying to discuss matters slightly 
beyond their compreheDSion.^- 
As we approach our lunch - 
two lacquered platefuls of Pr& 
d Manger sushi - with the ironic 



caution of Englishmen faced 
with foreign foodie fblderol - 
one steals a look at Griff Rhys 
Jones® his maiden-auiit specs 
and wonders: how smart is he? 
Rhys Jones has made such a 
spectacular 18-year career out 
of playing sOfy asses and bewil- 
dered -innocents, the unwary 
might wonder if he were him- 
self a tiny bit sinrple, despite his 
Cambridge degree. 

- This theory does not survive 
for long, as be dilates with pro- 
fessorial eloquence on bis 
favourite topic, the nature of 
comedy: “In simple dramatic 
terms, all relationships based 
on friendship between men 
have an interdependency that 
makes them work: Hancock 
and Sid, Gallon and Simpson. 
There’s a Yin and Yang ele- 
ment There’s always one who's 
fierce and effectively in charge, 
who’s always tripped up by the 
other, who is too stupid to fol- 
low what’s going on, who is 
therefore a free spirit, unshack- 
led and anarchic, because he 
doesn’t know any better. It’s 
there in Waiting for Godot too, 
of course.-” Gosh. Pretty soon, 
yon’ re into swathes of theatri- 
cal history, chalk squeaking on 
blackboard: “On the whole, 
mal e-female relationships don’t 
dominate comedies - it's nearly 
always master-and-manservant 
or two men working off each 
other”. What about Benedick 
and. Beatrice? “Oh all right, 
since the Restoration. After 
that; suddenly everything went 
off into male bonding. And 
women . reverted, from having 
any * independence at .all, to 
becoming just figures the men 
can hist after." 

His new role as D’Arcy Tiick 
in Plunder s a classic Griff role. 
“He’s ixjt quite Bertie Wboster, 
because he's more nervous, and 
more complicated. He’s some- 
one who's terribly polite, but 
also very nervous, so be keeps 
saying terribly rude things to 
people*.” And - though it's an 1 
odd riff to hear from an accom- 
plished farceur who was such a 
hit in Choky ‘sAura - he is keen 
to emphasise that it isn’t really 
a farce. This, you come- to 
realise, is because he was fed a 
diet of Brian Rtfs Whitehall 
farces, on television when 
young,- about which he is 
scathing. Ben Tfavers, he says, 
by contrast with Feydeau or 
Wodehouse, doesn’t follow any 
of the.niles comic characters 
are supposed to.‘ “There’s a ‘ 

■ moment in his play Thark when 
the drap is with his girl, who sus- 
pects him of cheating, and he 
says,' ‘No, I loveyou Kitty, I Jove 
yoii so 'much, I can’t explain to 
you. I was walking home the 
other nigbtand I .was saying 
your name over and over again, . 
Kitty, Kitty, Kitty, Kitty, Kitty, ' 
and when I got to my gate there . 
were 15 Cats behind me...’Thal 



line would only be put in by Ha- 
vers. Feydeau would never 
dream of it.” 

Rhys Jones’s sweetly confid- 
ing cackle is contagious. He is 
a performer who, when off- 
stage, radiates a controlled 
frenzy of amusement, his con- 
versation always a hairtrigger 
away from hysteria. 

The press release for Plunder 
guardedly describes him as a 
“leading exponent of comedy” 
rather than either a comedian 


John 

Walsh 

meets... 

Griff Rhys 
Jones 


iog to people rustling in their 
seats, that doesn’t seem to me 
to be very entertaining” 

He was born in 1953 in 
Cardiff, but moved, at six 
months old, to Scotland. His 
mother was a nurse, his father 
a doctor, and the short- 
trousered Griff’s summers were 
spent in the unpromising but 
evocative surroundings of the 
“Essex Riviera” - places like 
Clacton and Wilton and Frin- 
ton, the pub-free home of sev- 


“Fame has 
brought me a lot 
of odd young 
men who want 
to sit next to me 
on trains” 


or an actor. Is he becoming a 
real them these days? “I have 
a Xbt of friends who think of a 
visit to the straight theatre as 
akin to visiting the dentist. But 
it's strange that people should 
think of me as being in straight 
theatre, because I’ve been in so 
little. The few excursions I’ve 
made in that direction have 
either been mistakes or just 
haven’t, felt right. I did The 
Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, 
which wasn't a success for me, 
bat then we read that Brecht’s 
own production had been a 
complete failure... 77 
. I suggested that perhaps his 
voice didn’t adapt well to, say, 
Shakespearean tragedy. Doing 
Lear on the blasted heath. in 
that comically aghast whine. „ 
fYes, but I wouldn’l want to do 
Lear’s speech, because I can’t 
see where the laughs are.” Can 
he not operate on a stage with- 
out lau^rter? “I miss laughter. 
If you can hear only an audi- 
ence coughing, you’re in trou- 
ble. Doing a whole play listen- 


eral incontinence jokes. Griffs 
father used to take him and his 
sister and brother boating on a 
converted duck pond. It was all 
very Swallows and Amazons 
(indeed Arthur Rahsome’s chil- 
dren’s classic is set there) -and 
the amateur sailor now has his 
own 18ft -bo at, a Drascombe 
lugger, to muck about in. At six, 
he wrote a school essay saying 
he wanted to be Charlie Drake 
when he grew up. 

Later, on slow cricket after- 
noons at Brentwood School he 
enlivened things tty inventing 
“dancing cricket”, in which his 
flannelled associates would 
field boundaries with elaborate 
entrechats, pirouettes andgnnd 
jet&s. At Cambridge, he read 
History and English, but 
devoted more of his energies to 
the drama society, appearing in 
the University’s legendary 
Footlights production three 
years running. He has said, 
self-deprecatingly, that his life 
has been simply “getting away 
with things with the same 


gjoup of 10 or 1 1 people ever 
since we Sift Cambridge". The 
group indudes Clive Ander- 
son, Rory McGrath of They 
Think It's All Over fame, the 
actor Jimmy Mulville and the 
National Theatre director Nick 
Hytner, although his original 
associates also included the 
present secretary general of the 
Arts Council, Mary Allen. Of 
the Cambridge crowd, the one 
he most revered was John 
Lloyd, later begetter of Not 
The Nine O'Clock News and 
Spitting Image. 

“He was the most straight- 
forwardly funny person to sit at 
the feet of and laugh, although 
he was too tortured to be witty. 
But if he was on a roIL." Char- 
acteristically, a mature Rhys 
Jones analysis rears its head. 
“Being on a roll was what you 
wanted from a funny person 
when you were 21. That's why 
Peter Cook never grew up: he 
wanted to be on a roll all the 
time. As you get older, what you 
want to talk about is life, death, 
art, views. You don’t necessar- 
ily want to sit around while 
someone gets off on a roll...’’ 

Growing up also involved 
getting married (to Jo. a 
graphic designer. 14 years ago.) 
and having children, (George, 
11, and Catherine, 9). acquir- 
ing vintage cars and writing sen- 
timental articles about his 
desire to conserve the Essex 
coastline of his childhood sum- 
mers, if necessary by the expe- 
dient of buying up whole towns 
with his vast wealth. Between 
this, the Arthur Ransome con- 
nection and the “new” 192S 
fame, it’s easy to see Mr Rhys 
Jones as probably the most 
old-fashioned comedian in the 
country, after Sir Roy Strong. 

He's never been exactly 
alternative. And new he wor- 
ries about becoming a vintage 
model himself at the gnarled 
old age of 43, as he watches 
wave after wave of new young 
scriptwriters, all trying to be 
funny for a living. They come, 
they go, writing sketches for 
Alas Smith and Jones and 
departing. “We suffer a bit on 
Alas, by being a little tired for 
some writers - they'd rather 
write for The Fast Show or 
Hany Hill or Alexei [Sayle], 
who’s slightly more hip. Wfe 
passed through a phase, not 
long ago, when we were like 
Deep Purple, you know, so old' 
we'd almost come out the other 
end and become hip again.” 
Apart from age, Mr Rbys Jones 
gets all embarrassed at a) 
praise; b) memories of some 
disgraceful episodes in his 
career, like the time in Charley’s 
Aunt when, exasperated by the 
old ladies' chorus in the front 
row, he ad-libbed the play's 
most famous line to become, 
“Fra Charley's aunt from Brazil 
- where the n-n-n-nazi war 


criminals come from"; c) men- 
tion of his famous namesake, 
Sophie, the fiancee of Prince 
Edward - they're not related 
but the Sun once rang up 
Griffs uncle at 3am just to ask; 
and d) enquiries about h is 
deeply bogus Welsh identity, cf 
his Christian name. 

He admits to having inher- 
ited a few Welsh traits over the 
years (“like neurotirism. over- 
reaction and defensiveness") 
but most especially a determi- 
nation to drink to excess, -I’m 
happy to say I have no control 
over my appetites. I could 
never have two drinks and 
say. Thanks, that's enough." he 
says. “The Welsh drink only to 
get drunk, like Dylan Thomas, 
like the Finns. If I started. I’d 
go on until I was under the 
lable." He did. in fact, give up 
alcohol J2 years ago. not 
because it was ruining his liver, 
but because "bv the age of 30. 

I reckoned that I’d "already 
drunk my allotted life's worth. 
Everyone is allowed a certain 
amount in their lives, and you 
can either drink it quickly, 
like me. or spread it over the 
years. Fm just looking at it log- 
ically." Did he apply the same 
principle to sex? “No. no. no." 
he laughed noisily. “I never 
followed it through quite to 
that extent.” 

Was it true that, as Rory 
McGrath once said, he lived bis 
life in a permanent state of cri- 
sis? “Oh yes,” he said happily. 
“I'm a crisis junkie." But how 
then did he seem so mellow 
and equilibria!? “Because I'm 
enjoying it. I'm the sort of per- 
son who likes to manufacture 
crises out of minor things. I 
never lost the idea that you 
have more fim with something 
if it’s over-dramatised." 


David 

Lister's 



Notebook 


How the Lowestoft tourist 
board must he glowing with 
pride and free publicity Sir Tim 
Rice, lyricist for Jcuts Christ 

Superstar, lets it be known that 

be prefers a walking holiday 
there to attending the first 
night of the nmsicaTs revival at 
the Lyceum. If Sir Tim is the 
toast of Lowestoft. I can nil him 
he was also (he talk uf the after- 
show party Even the normal!} 
serene Lad}' Lloyd Webber was 
moved to tell me that she 
deplored Sir Urn’s absence as 
it meant that husband And mi 
could nut go on stage at (be end, 
and therefore the young cast 
was deprived of photographs 
with the pair (hat would have 
gone round the world. 

I might be able (o cast some 
light on the reason for Sir 
Tint's staying away. Chatting i» 
Robert Sdgwood, the impre- 
sario who pul on Ibc original 
Jesus Christ Superstar, it 
emerged that Sir Tim might 
associate first nights with vom- 
iting, According to Sligwuod. 
“Back in the Seventies. Tim was 
a hypochondriac. After every 
big first night he immediately 
became ill” 

The best i hem re of the week 
occurred at the Donmar Ware- 
house where Equity held a 
press conference to launch a 
rcjxtrt on the state of sub- 
sidised theatre. In the from 
row sat the secretary general of 
the .Arts Council and two other 
spectres from her organisation. 
No sooner had Equity begun 
than the Arts Council team 
interjected and accused them of 
having their facts wrong. Could 
it be that the Arts Council had. 
just a fortnight earlier, pub- 
lished its own stale-of-thc- 
nation drama report and did 
not wish to be outdone? 

Whatever the reason, there 
was a rapid descent into melo- 
drama. Veteran actress Miriam 
Karlin leapt to her feel to 
accuse the Arts Council of "suc- 
cumbing too easily to lottery 
money”. Maty Alien pooh- 
poohed Ihis. The actress and 
Equity vice president Charlotte 
Cornwell twitched with irrita- 
tion until she could contain 
herself no longer. "Only now- 
after 28 years in the business 
have I cleared my debts,” she 
wailed. The whole sorry sham- 
bles did little to publicise the 
plight of regional theatres. On 
tite other hand, if they had 
intended to show there is dra- 
matic and emotional argument 
to be found in our theatres, they 
illustrated their point brilliantly. 


In matters of how to win friends 
and influence people, Kenneth 
Hudson, director of European 
Museum of the Year Award 
and advisor to the European 
Union on cultural tourism is 
the nonpareil. At a lunch at the 
Reform Club. Mr Hudson was 
the guest speaker of the Cyprus 
Tourist Board. The faces of the 
40 or so Greek Cypriots present 
turned a shade of puce as Mr 
Hudson lectured them on how 
the real way to improve tourism 
was to open up links with the 
Turkish Cypriots again. He 
also noted that Cyprus wine 
used (o be "disgusting, really 
horrible." and was exported to 
Russia for industrial use. 
“However;” he noted beaming 
at the bottle of red in (hint of 
him. “it has clearly drastically 
improved now". And he toasted 
their health with the new and 
improved “Cyprus wine", 
which, had be read the label, 
declared itself to be Reform 
Club Claret. 
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Mario Puzo on the lure of Mob lore. By Tom Dewe Mathews 


Pasta with panache 


M ario Puzos new book rakes up from where Vie God- 
father left off So instead of just putting a horse s head 
on a movie mogul s pillow, we now have the entire Mob 
vvantinc to jump into bed with Hollywood. And just as 
Johnnv Fortune, the Ma fa-connected crooner from 
The Godfather, reminded readers of Frank Srnatra. so Puzo s The Last 
Don will also provoke parallels with the Mob s real-life moves on 
Tinseltown. Not that Puzo himself willjidnti t it. 

“Hollvwood's too touch for the Maria, growls the 7>y ear-old author 
down the line from his Lone Island home. -There > too much money 
involved in the movie business. ' he explains. “Those Hollywood guys 
aren't seared of the Mafia, thev're not scared of the government, they re 
not scared of aitvh.nl>" But then Puzo, in a slctw -talking, mid- 
Manhattan accent -vi hich elongates Mafia into Ma-ha complicates 
the issue bv conceding that “the Mafia don 1 want to own the raw they re 
milking. They warn somebody else to own the cow. Then they nnlk it 
for themsches. Otherwise it s too much Trouble. i ... 

Throuuhout our conversation. Puzo makes it quite clear that this 
unholv alliance between the movies and the Mob is almost as old as 
Hollywood itself. From Thirties mobster “Bugsy - Siegel s "offer of 
protection to the movie moguls", through to “the Cleveland syndi- 
cate's wartime suppression of (Hollywood) unions . up to the Gen- 
ovese aang's current control of pom mov ies". apparently every Mafia 
Family wants - or has wanted - to make Hollywood an offer it can’t 
refuse. But this native of New York s Hell s Kitchen and long-time 
frequenter of the Las Vegas casinos doggedly refuses to admit to any 
personal knowledge of Mob shenanigans. The wily Don of the Mafia 
novel plavs devil's advocate bv insisting that the studio takeover in 
The Lav Don is “complete fiction on my part. That would never hap- 
pen in real life." 

Because, as Puzo repeatedly insists, real-life studio chiefs are more 
than a match for the hardest of i Dons. “It has to do with personal power. 


You have a great house, you have everything you want: women, jacuzzis, 
cars, airplanes. So the stakes are very high. You’re willing to risk more. 


I think the Mafia is a little scared of that power. They can't just knock 
off the head of a studio all the time. Its too big a jump. There would 
be too much of an uproar. Hollywood, after alL is very well plugged 
into Washington. A lot of money-goes to Washington - especially dur- 
ing elections. So the FBI would take special pains.” 

Not that Puzo himself is overawed by Hollywood. Indeed, not long 
ago he told me that he had successively sued two studios for loss of 
profits on his screenplays for Superman and Earthquake. He is also 
disturbed by the town’s pretentiousness and flashy style; to confirm 
his distaste he describes a meeting with one of Hollywood’s most styl- 
ish gangsters. “Whenever I see a guy with panache.” he says, “I get 
scared/Now. Joey Gallo had panache. He wanted me to write his 
autobiography. I ran like a thief. I told my publisher he would be 


dead in six months. And he was. I knew he would be killed because 
he had too much panache. More pasta and less panache is a good 
saying to remember.” 

For any follower of real hoodlums in Hollywood, Puzo is a gold 
mine of good stories: “Ah, Johnny T)on Giovanni’ Roselli... Yeah, 
I met him. He produced B-movies for Warners - ended up in a dump- 
ster in Florida.” He does, however, make one specific exception to 
his intriguing dips into Tinseltown crime. “Sure, Frank Sinatra hung 
out with Mafia guys; but whether he was really mixed up with them, 
who knows? Maybe it’s because I admire him. I'm prejudiced.” Unfor- 
tunately for Puzo, though, Sinatra has not returned the compliment. 
The legendary swinger from Hoboken has now become almost inter- 
changeable in tbe public mind with The Godfather's singer Johnny 
Fontane, and for this reason Frank Sinatra gave Puzo a tongue-lashing 
when they finally met a couple of years ago at the Hollywood restau- 
rant Chasen’s. Of the incident. Puzo has said, “The worst thing he 
called me was a pimp”; and perhaps it was this insult that provokes 
Puzo, during our transatlantic conversation, to drop in a story that 
shows Sinatra in a less than favourable light. 

But like those cunning old Sicilian hoods in his novels, Puzo bides 
his time. In the midst of spelling out his latest book's overall theme 
of the assimilation of the Mob into mainstream America - “those old- 
time Mafia men. who got into Vegas when it started; they never went 
back to Mafia stuff. Carl Cohen, for instance, one of tbe nicest guys, 
ran the Sands' casino...” - he suddenly interrupts himself. “Cohen 
punched out Sinatra.” Why? “Sinatra had just lost his girlfriend. He 
was drunk and tearing around the hotel breaking everything up. Carl 
came out and told him to cool down. So Sinatra turns to his body- 
guards and screams, ’Get him.’ But the bodyguards knew who Cohen 
was. ‘Not us,' they moaned. So Frank took a swipe - and missed. Carl 
didn’t, though. He punched him out - split Sinatra's lip and knocked 
the caps off his two front teeth. Later on, I asked Cohen what had 
happened. And all he would say was. That was soooo unfortunate.' 
Such good manners,” Puzo proudly recalls. “He didn't want to brag. 
But he was a certified killer.” 

With friends like this, it s not surprising that most people believe Puzo 
is a Mafia “made man”. Even Johnny Russell, the Mob-financed film 
producer, in his first meeting with Puzo insisted. ‘Admit it Puzo, you're 
one of the guys.” So bow does the writer himself react to this confu- 
sion? Is he irritated? “Nah,” he says. Tm amused, because Fra the 
kind of guy that can't even kill a mouse. The only violent thing I ever 
did was sue those two movie studios when they didn’t pay my profits.” 
But how would all his readers react if they knew that the father of The 
Godfather hadn't been privy to the inner councils of the Mafia Dons? 

“Maybe we shouldn't tell them,” decides Mario Puzo. 



The Last Don is published by William Heinemarm at £15.99 


And the winner of the Marlon Brando lookalike contest...? Mario Puzo 


The wall of silence - and how to get round it 


A t around half-past one last 
Tuesday afternoon, during The 
World At One. Nick Clarke 
was interviewing David Philips, chief 
constable of Kent and chairman of 
the Association of Chief Pul ice Offi- 
cers, on the subject of banning knives, 
when the line went dead. 

Clarke took a very brief moment to 
collect himself and then explained 
what had happened: "1 seem to have 
lost all communication with him. And. 
indeed, with everyone. [A pause.] I 
don't know whether anyone can hear 
me ut all. [A longer pause.) At the 
moment 1 am in complete non-com- 
munication with everyone... At the 
moment I can hear no one and speak 
to no one. [Another pause.] At the 
moment. I still can't communicate with 
any body. I have been cut off in my stu- 
dio. There's a lot of anxiety here.. 


As where is there not? As a sum- 
mary of the futility of the human con- 
dition this can hardly be beaten: 
alone, talking into the silence, strug- 
gling to keep a hold on composure 
and meaning, while all the time not 
knowing whether the struggle has 
any point. Hone the prose a bit (and 
under the circumstances, it was rea- 
sonably well honed to start with: no 
swearing, at any rate) and it’s prac- 
tically text-book Beckett: I can’t go 
on. I ll go on. 

What this rather gripping incident 
highlighted, aside from Clarke’s 
coolness in the face of catastrophe, 
was the utter isolation of the radio 
broadcaster. the complete discon- 
nection from the outside world. 
.Alone in a noiseless and (usually) 
windowless studio, headphones 
jammed on cars, the broadcaster 



Robert Hanks 
on Radio 


knows nothing but what he hears 
from a producer who is in turn 
tucked away behind glass, or down 
the telephone line. It’s not surpris- 
ing that some of them adopt such fla- 
grant tactics to keep themselves 
from being spooked. Listen to the 


unnatural affection of the Jamesons, 
clinging together in the goblin- 
infested night-time, or to Chris 
Evans and his breakfast crew yat- 
tering away, scrabbling at the 
encroaching silence like dogs at the 
back door. 

Not surprising, either, that some 
broadcasters react to this imprison- 
ment in unforeseen and uniikeable 
ways - lapsing. like Scott Chisholm 
on Talk Radio, into solipsism. One 
of Chisholm's most intriguing quirks 
is that, when any current news story 
is under discussion, he magnificently 
pooh-poohs any version his callers 
may have come across: the one that 
he has read in his paper becomes 
canonical, a rock of fact in the 
stormy sea of opinion, simply by 
virtue of his having read it. 

Possibly this detachment from 


reality and the consequent absence 
of any points of reference contributes 
to the mild surrealism of his lan- 
guage, the way that imagery some- 
times goes into freefalL One typical 
opening riff- a couple of weeks ago 
now; this just happened to be the one 
] managed to take down at the time 
- ran like this: the morality band- 
wagon rolls on... it’s swept up guns 
and knives, and now the spotlight is 
on that evergreen, violence on TV... 
three MPs have jumped on the 
bandwagon, each firing a broadside 
at the broadcasters... 

Is this a case of mixing his meta- 
phors or just taking his cliches 
straight? Either way, in tbe public bar 
that is Talk Radio UK, the mao has , 
earned his stool, personally engraved j 
tankard and bag of crisps. Prawn- 
flavoured would be appropriate. * 


Gotta learn the 
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THE PLAY 

Old Wicked Songs 

1 

THE OPERA 

Die Soldaten 

Jon Mara it's Pulitzer-nominated play, 
about a blocked piano prodigy (James 

Callis) who learns about art, politics, 
suffering and joy while studying with a 
Viennese singing teacher (Bob Hoskins). 

The British premiere of Bemd Alois 
Zimmerman's legendary 1965 opera for 
100-plus orchestra, large cast, split stage 
and three film screens, directed by David 
Freeman and conducted by 0gar Howarth. 

Paul Taylor enjoyed the performances but 
shook his head at a “schmaltzy personal 
growth saga that passes for profundity". 
"Contrived, clumsy and emotionally 
hollow," agreed the Telegraph. "As a 
musical masterclass it is beguiling," 
conceded the Guardian. “Hoskins and 

Callis build up a tremendous rapport,” 
applauded the FT. "A blast of serious 
pleasure," drooled the Standard. "A rare 
experience," nodded the Jewish Chronicle. 

Adrian Jack admitted that “there’s every 
appeal to the audience's baser instincts... 
the music is far less striking than its 
reputation". "Fatally unsubtie and 
reductive of the drama’s sensibility,” 
argued the Telegraph. "Demonstrating 
cleariy what ENO is all about and why 
we need it," saluted the Times. “Anyone 
concerned about the future of opera and 
not too prejudiced by tune-free zones 
should catch it," advised the Standard. 

Booking to March at the Gielgud 

Theatre, London W1 (0171-494 5065) 

Tonight and 26, 28 Nov, 5, 10, 12 Dec 
at ENO, The Coliseum, London WC2 
(0171-632 8300) 

Compared to the 

dramatic subtleties of A 

Art, this is painting by 

numbers. ( 

A fascinating experiment. A 

Bouquets to the singers 
and orchestra. 



THE MUSICAL 


Jesus Christ Superstar 


Gale Edwards directs, John Napier 
designs and Steve Balsamo and Zubin 
Varla star In the 25th-anniversary revival 
of the reck opera that put Uayd Webber 
and Rice on the international map. 


Edward Seckerson eulogised over “a 
blast. From the past. Only better/ “How 
raw and fresh both the music and the 
production seem,' cried the Te/egrap/r. 
“Finally, when those exulting chords of the 
tremendous title song sound... Superstar 
reaches a savage high,” conceded the 
Standard. “Freshness and exuberance 
lacking in later works... fails to convince 
that Superstar is better staged than 
listened to," felt the Guardian. 


At the newly-refurbished Lyceum 
Theatre, London WC2 (0171-656 
1803) 


A knockout revival. 




L ike a thoroughbred 
horse, a television per- 
sonality is the work of 
genetic engineers, the fruit of 
a human being’s coition with 
a television camera. The lens’s 
latest crush is on Ian Wright, 
the presenter of Lonely Planet 
(C4 Fri), a travel programme 
that gives you none of that pif- 
fle about tour operators and 
air fores. Wright works far 
harder to entrap than 
enlighten. He chats the cam- 
era up as if he’s trying to get 
it in to bed. 

If there’s still such a thing as 
BBC English, Wright speaks 
what you could call ITV Eng- 
lish, a multiple choice of 
regional variants. In Wright’s 
case, it’s a rubbish tip of glot- 
tal stops and Cockney elisions. 
He sounds and looks uncan- 
nily like Tbny Parsons’s kid 
bruwer. God, or the East End. 
gave them both a high-eyed, 
wide-boned face and a 751T 
horse-power outboard motor- 
mouth. Signing off from 
Greenland, he uncharacteris- 
tically concluded that “there 
ain’ even words tha’ come 
dose”, which felt like a cop- 
out until be hopped off the 
helicopter. The chopper, with 
camera on board, pulled away 
and Wright shrank to a small 
speechless dot on a vast white 
expanse. Even from that dis- 
tance, he definitely had a thing 
going with the lens. 

There comes a point, 
though, when a television per- 
sonality can get in the way. 
Gary Rhodes, not to be con- 
fused with his less telegenic 
namesake Cecil, returned with 
Open Rhodes (BBC2 Wed) 

ou . as , pl f in 355 that 
Rhodes s electric-chair coiff is 
a publicity stum, but it does 
not impede his mission to give 
British cuisine the thumbs up 
- this week he was in the 
Highlands. Malcolm Gluck (is 
the surname a gimmick too'*) 
attempted to do the same to 
English wine in Gluck, Gluck 
Gluck (BBC2 Fri). ‘‘Greets 
you with a polite peck on the 
cheek, he said of a Cotswolds 
wute, which, given his taste for 
hyperbole, sounded like a slap 
in the face. 1 

Rhodes and Gluck are food 

and wine's yobbo tendency, 
experts hired from the wrong 



Jasper Rees 
on television 


side of the tracks to cut the 
crap. No wonder this week's 
featured language abuse is 
the glottal stop. It’s even 
caught on in the costume 
drama department. In The 
Tenant ofWildfell Hall { BBC2 
Sun). Helen's husband spent 
months on end up in town 
because he couldn't tolerate a 
wife (played by sarf Londoner 
Tara FiLzgerald) who habitu- 
ally mislaid whole areas of the 
alphabet. “May l no' love the 
sinner and hate the sin?" she 
asked her aunt before 
embarking on the disastrous 
union. On one of his infre- 


quent visits to the family seal, 
she enjoined him tn **iV 


she enjoined him to *‘Lc' me 
ta my child." He promptly 
pinned her to the wall and 
tried to throttle the conso- 
nants out Of her. She fled to 

Yorkshire, where ITV English 
is the lingua franca. When 
someone up there invited her 
to take tea. she said, it would 
“no be possihuw": she never 
let T puss her lips. 

Richard Raynor also 
retreated to Yorkshire in Duv- 
ets with My Camera (C4 Sun). 
A Brad ford emigre, his mission 
was to apologise to his family 
for writing horrid novels about 
them. When he got there, you 
discovered that, while they stiU 
spoke ITV. he Imd switched to 
BBC. usually a mark of televi- 
sion impersonality. Of course, 
television personality is not 

E restf ^ humnas. In 
Dallas D„|| (BBC: Sat), ihs 
giping.gobhod S.injra 
otrnnrd wormed her wav into 
te underwear ;|n 
Australian fomily. The family 
sheepdog had her number, and 

til-lv n d hcr fur . . morc cffcc ‘ 
l . ** X . n any critic could ever 

Pan.il 

,u 5,11,1 the meanest role. 


THEATRI 



Evert with riv 
state of Robe 


M y MHtrpm tfr 
hoitte had 
as.ihc AtfiWf: ■ 
switch -on of tbeCbrisiiP 
pfaee, My C«Wi;1_fhougi 
isn't Robert Icritg&rirf 
unworthy luustai. perhap 

rincc ihiv FifJwH'iKB 

n«wtt with Wwflfr**, the 
pulled friunlhi-i'ye^rs E 
gremlin, in the shape of e 
tech prattartiun into «ht 
Mittvdly unvcile 
gesl* that it is ik ii just Lcf 
Hie. lire 

of ihcir-arl-Hs onwliltiti* 
mum”. With 

computer pwjcrhnii*, ; 
camera, an ttninvtnf/tui 
C7Muhh^scenejy I dnc'p1 

ol Poverty isonlyctric kit 
the technical Ua/ri* Jwrt 
nv> <iHo>lamkr'*^otf I’ ? 
safari (Wo 

Like Coleridge fi b 
rnyvIL if I may vay 
body cbe, ^ project 

Hpcaiiun hero, 'tvn'l it at 
that ptevebte Hamlet In 
do 7” Lepage hi a j 

might sa> this raiT-the m 
namkt'vtuUurc. but fr 
because it's the tmt* 1 thw 
of that is quite harking »i 
a difference between an 
and hem# weirdly pa van 
S« i wh*tr s nil i iffef, sjfc 

fairly futuili.it LvpJjceun t 

mgvuu junk at thitty* thi 
- .» ni hi> pKnluc-ttuti oil 
tiHU uncial moiwetiis. y*’ 
hero* Lueec but not hi* : 
evidence Mr. wah llw h 

ffvs Ii » by uVv'!\lv\t\ ui Hu 


Hair t 


CLASSICAL 


F or Hk sake ,t 
would be m tuple it 
Christophers :n .i 
srnt\ povirshtf!) dentin! 
finding his wtierpreLitiu 
rrsfxiRM; to the mStf.cif. 
of the nr.itono'c first Act 
rceit.ilbrs and nithilgvn 
the first-ju arias. >uggt> 
of time over truth, or ;tl !i 
Ilk 1 Uii.krKiiiedniin.uri J 
onuicui and ilk suh}u& 
pie. Hui Chris! ciphers' Vi 
depended on n> p adoal 
sion and the develop! 
characters, clear b share 
isvtll suit i team and alert 
Opiuium umccnnm 1 
extinction of that rare) 
ligent singer i if English < 
cheeked At least while t 
Rogers. Thomas Kand 
George remain m busni 
developed an .utinuivt 
barilottal sivund-t|u;tltt\ 
losing clants m the upjn 


FOLK Guy Cl 


G uy Clark nisi 

ItyWfl jn VVy’s 
with the si il 
has tints 
ci.eltt alNmts rn 
" ilh a fine line 

"nun-withdut- 

umouuis in a 
forging nitd.ma: 
of sougwriling 
K-tivr- known 
fiiiffub. l.’nitth 
.»k] l.yie Lou 
uansc, guv'Nled.x 
ihing close h» n 
and coveted his 
the man scents ■ 
role o! qutuleu 
And a role il i 
Slat legend Tiwv 
to turn upimhvi 
venue a \car ay 
atmosphere. V 
shtge. He ol^igt 
raincoat of !«’■, * 


■I 








f 


iMjh 


'&*- IJSk) 




THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND- SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER 1996 




‘Vhl 


,J, n in 


Knee-hi 


THEATRE Elsinore 

Nottingham Playhouse and touring 

Even with rivets intact, something is still rotten in the 
state of Robert Lepage's hi-tec Hamlet By Paul Taylor 

M ytaa from the station to NouinghamPI^- allow for a partly visabJe stand-in. SowhenRalo- 
nouse had to go on quite a detour because, nius waylays Hamlet in a library (cue projections 
as the driver explained, the celebrity of book shelves over the three screens), we see just 
swuen-on of the Christmas street lightswas taking the tegs of the stand-m Hamlet on a veering library 
place. My God, 1 thought, lefs hope the celebrity ladder, while Lepage as Polonius jabbeis away to 
isn t Robert Lepage, or they’ll fuse on the spoi.An the knees. When Desmond Banin scurried about 
unworthy notion, perhaps, but one I couldn't resist playing both Antipbohis twins in an R SC produc- 
since this fijench-Canadian theatre wizard is in tion of The Comedy af Errors, it was utterly in keep- 
l °™ n J*™ 1 Elsmore, the solo show that had to be ing with the nature of that play. But Lepage’s eqdv- 
pulied from this year's Edinburgh Festival when a alent stunts here (coming on and off from behind 
gremlin, in the shape of a faulty rivet, put the high- a screen as alternately Hamlet and Laertes in the 
tem production into abort mode. final fencing match) create a peculiar tricksy 

Now belatedly unveiled in Britain, Elsinore sug- detachment that feels grotesquely at variance 
gests that it is not just Lepage's rivets that are faulty, with the tone of this drama. 

Theatre folk sometimes like to talk sentimentally If you removed all the technicalities, Lepage's 
of their art as constituting “two planks and a pas- crcepfly affectless performance might pul you in 
sion . With Lepage, it's more a case of “a million mind of someone who bad gone mad and now 
computer projections, an infra-red surveillance imagined he was Peter Sellers, who had, in turn, 
camera, an environnemenl sonore, a harness, som gone mad and now imagined be was the entire cast 
ersaulting scenery, an optional mud bath and a pas- of Hamlet . Playing a hero who has “that within 
sron". Nothing necessarily wrong with that Theatre which passeth show”, Lepage paradoxically, as Sell- 
of Poverty is only one kind of theatre. But does all ers often did, gives you the disturbing feeling that 
the technical dazzle here help take you on a jour- there is nothing inside, 
ney into Hamlet's soul? No, it takes you on a scary Whtching all these hello-I-must-be-gotng, con- 

safan into Lepage's human limitations. . cepcually cross-eyed iTnagktfc: anrir^ with Lepage 

Like Coleridge (“I have a smack of Hamlet often both on-stage and b ackstage the ■amp tim e 
myself, if I may say so...”) and just about every- (courtesy of a film camera), I suddenly remembered 
body else, Lepage projects himself on to this Shake- the comedian Harry Worth’s body-pressed-against- 
spearian hero. “Isn’t it an absence of blind passion shop-window mirror-image semaphore at the start 
that prevents Hamlet from doing what he has to of his old TV show. Now that had a bit of fr*Hng 
do?” asks Lepage in a programme note. “Some The second-night audience with whom I saw Elsi- 
might say this isn't the most important paradox in note absolutely loved it but, with respect. 1 submit 
Hamlet's nature; but for me, it's the only one, that the experience they enjoyed was more alrfn to 
because it’s the one I share.” The puerile solipsism *An Evening with David CopperfieJd”, the magici an , 
of that is quite barking and, besides, there’s surety than an evening of serious directorial vision such as 
a difference between an absence of blind passion you get with a Peter Brook or a Deborah Warner, 
and being weirdty passionless. A friend of mine made the astute remark that Qiff 

So what’s on offer, spfectacle-wise? Well, a lot of Richard's stage musical Heathctiff is already the 
fairty familiar Lepagean tricks. His interest in mak- video. Elsinore, if it had a bit more .interactivity, 
ing you look at things through slots and apertures would bewell on the way tobdngitsownCD Rom. 
-asm his production of Coriolanus , where, at cer- At NoOm&iam Playhouse tonight (0115 941 9419); 
tain crucial moments, you were allowed to see the then touring: Newcastle Playhouse 27-30 Nov (0191- 
hero’s knees but not his face - is again strongly in 230 5151); Glasgow Tramway 3-7 Dec (0141-287 
evidence here, with the twist that, because Lepage 3900); Cambridge Arts Theatre 11-14 Dec (01223 
has to be everybody in the play, these apertures now 503333); RNT, London 4-11 Jan (0171-9282252) 
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Lepage's lunatic antics: ‘like a Pater Sellers gone mad, who imagines he can play the entire cast of “Hamlet" 


Taras Kovaliv/ Page One 


Hair today, Dagon tomorrow 
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CLASSICAL MUSIC Samson St John’s Smith Square, London 


F or the sake of a neat review, ft 
would be simple to present Harry 
Christophers as a master of Sam- 
son’s powerfully dramatic muse, while 
finding his interpretation wanting in its 
response to the introvert, reflective mood 
of the oratorio’s first ad The lugubrious 
recitatives and indulgent speeds set for 
the fiist-acr arias suggested the triumph 
of time over truth, or at least of time over 
the underlying drama of Samson's impris- 
onment and the subjugation of Jiis peo- 
ple. But Christophers’ vision of the work 
depended on its gradual increase in ten- 
sion and the development of strong 
characters, dearly shared by his magnif- 
icent solo team and alert continue group. 

Opinions concerning the imminent 
extinction of that rare breed, the intel- 
ligent singer of English Oratorio, can be 
checked at least while Catherine Wyn- 
Rogers, Thomas Randle and Michael 
George remain in business. Randle has 
developed an attractively rich, almost 
baritonal sound-quality of late, without 
losing clarity in the upper reaches of his 


fine tenor, or arty flexibility. Here was a 
Samson with attitude, memorabty dis- 
missing his venal wife Dalila and at his 
heroic best in “Your Charms to Ruin Led 
the Way”. The second-act confrontation 
between Randle, wearing a black leather 
penguin suit, and Jonathan Best’s robust 
Harapfia might almost have been stage- 
managed by Don King, a compelling 
contest between two vocal heavyweights. 

Wyn-Rogers’ expressive singing 
proved the benefit of a large, colourful 
voice, clearly focused and faultless in its 
production, to the performance of early 
music. Her genuinely bel canto delivery 
of “Return, O God of Hosts” highlighted 
the need for passionate singing in Han- 
del, even when romantic excesses have 
been stripped away from the phrasing 
and subtlety supplants extravagance. 
Likewise, Michael George plumbed the 
emotional depths of Manoa’s final aria 
with acute sensitivity to the text 
The telescoping and adaptation of 
Milton's Samson Agonistes by New- 
burgh Hamilton offers up a few poten- 


tial hostages to misfortune, not least in 
the matter-of-fact delivery of Samson's 
death or his parting line. “I begin to feel 
some inward motions, which hid me to 
go”. Handel's audiences no doubt drew 
breath on bearing the news of how the 
Israelite destroyed the temple of Dagon 
and ended his life; their modem coun- 
terparts, raised on Hollywood biblical 
epics, may feel short-changed by the ora- 
torio's brief, second-hand outline of 
Samson’s demise. Any want of drama 
here is abundantly compensated for by 
tbe dignity of Handel's music, high- 
lighted with moving compassion by 
Christophers and his performers. The 
“Dead March”, with its eerie mix of 
horns, kettledrums, strings and chamber 
organ, was raised here to the epitome 
of grief, a painful, very personaL yet pub- 
lic expression of the composer’s feelings. 
Elsewhere, the choristers of The Sixteen 
matched the committed singing style of 
the solo team, contributing powerfully 
to this outstanding performance. 

Andrew Stewart 


iASr .. 


1 you 


TTilr Dreaming Sea 


^ Not j ust Texas-fried turkey 

FOLK Guy Clark Elmwood Hall, Belfast 


Christy moore 

‘ g r aff i ti tongue* 


karen matheson 

the eh e arn i n g sea* 
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G uy Clark started life in a cme- horse 
town in west Texas and, kicking off 
with the still definitive Old Nol in 
1975. has thus far slipped out a taut 
eight albums in 21 years. This, combined 
with a fine line in Clint Eastwood-like 
“man-with-no-name” demeanour,, 
amounts to a text-book approach to 
forging and maintaining a certain land 
of songwriting reputation. A legion of 
better-known artists such as Nanci , 
Griffith. Emmylou Harris, Vince Gill 
and Lyie Lovett have ffited 'Clark’s 
name.guested on his albums on some- 
thing close to rent-a-devotee numbers 
and covered his material for yeas. Vet 
the man seems doomed to play oat the 
role of -quintessential, cult figure-. 

And.a role it is, for while fellow Lone. 
Star legend Tbwnes \fen Zflindt just had 
to turn up (in body, if notin mind) at this- 
venue a year ago to generate an electric 
atmosphere.. Dark had to. work on 
stage- He obligingly donned the porous 
raincoat of his .“Jiving fegend” status - 


however ridiculous it must seem to him 
on a day-to-day basis - and harmlessly , 
fortified it with wiy witticisms, body lan- 
guage and a little gentle sparrmgwith 
the audience. Where Vhn Zandt is a gen- 
uine wild card, a vacationing-on-Venus 
maverick, Clark is simply a better-than- 
average craftsman who never shoved Jus 
way around Nashville and always called 
himself a folk-singer anyway. 

Whatever bis generic preference, 
Clark proved himself a good enter- 
tainer, eliciting a warm response in a cav- 
ernous, charisma-sapping- auditorium, 
largely, used' for Ulster Orchestra 
rehearsals. “Feels like a church in here,” 
he mused. “Nobody tKrowin’ stuff..." • 

Accompanied by hfc son Tftivis, whose 
superb, melodic work bn the fretless 

b ass added welcome textural depth to 

essentially .simple chord progressions, 
Clark eix»uraged requests and got them 

byt^lragfuL^guito^ 


horrible, but when it aU connected with 


top-drawer material, the results were 
transcendent His charged performance 
of debut-album perennials “Desperado 
Waiting for a Tram” and “Let Him Roll” 
left their more polished interpretations 
standing. Alternating between Woody 
Guthrie-esque “talking” ballads such as 
the truly heart-breaking “Randall Knife” 
(about his own late lather and the process 
of grief) and more lightweight-sounding 
numbers in the swinging, Jeny Jeff Walker 
idiom, there was a combination of terrific 
quality and the odd turkey (“Home- 
grown Tbmatoes", aityone?) In both. 

Tvo songs from his recent Dublin 
Blues album - “Stuff That Works" and 
“The Cape", a song about Hying to fly 
as a child and progressing to the leaps 
of faith necessary for self-belief and bet- 
terment in later life - were disguised in 
throwaway tunes and constructed from 
disarmingly banal couplets, but they 
illustrated beantifulty the nature of 
Clark’s particular brand of genius. 

Cofin Harper 
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to spend after Christmas. Its our way of saying Merry Christmas 
and giving you an even happier New Year. 
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With God where the cuckoos sin 


Jan Morris praises the turbulent poet who loves his ideal Wales and hates Brummie vowels 


Furious Interiors: Wales, R. S. Thomas and God by Justin Winds. HarperCollins. £ 20 


I t's an impertinence to sav so : bill Ithinkr 
understand R. S. Thomas. He is an undoubted 
poetical genius and an Anglican pnest, I am a 
flibbertigibbet prose-writer and a pagan pa 
theist, but we have things in common. 
other Welsh persons, from Dafydd a P [? 
Saunders Lewis, we long ago both reached the con- 
clusion. or perhaps the device, that we cou 
glimpse the divine in the matter of wues - not 
Wiles as it is today, but a Wiles with its language 
un threatened, its landscapes unspoilt- its people 
still serene in their own beliefs _ 
It was, in short, an existentialist >&fcles that we 
envisioned. Both of us, in our different ways, setoot 
to restore it if we could, to protect what was left ot 
ft. We both became, in fact, what Justin Wintle char- 
acterises in an untypical moment of sneer as 
“Welsh nationalists, or patriots, or whatever else 
they choose to call themselves” . 

Not only Welsh people, of course, cherish this 
enchantment-I have heard Egyptians talk of their 
country in similar trance - but in Wiles it is per- 
haps more intoxicating because of our circum- 
stances. Ours is a place of constant torment, tom 
by doubt. Is it necessary to speak Welsh to be prop- 
erly Welsh? When is violence, or even unpleasant- 
ness, justified to protect Welshness ? Is it racist to 
want to keep English people out. when they are per- 
verting the national character? Should we aim at 
an entirely Welsh-speaking enclave in the north- 
west and let the rest go hang? What is Welshness, 
anyway? __ . , , 

At one les-el of his art. R. S. Thomas is the lau- 
reate of these torments. He did not team Welsh until 
he was a grown man, he writes all his poetry in Eng- 
lish, but his dream has been of an entirely Welsh- 
speaking society restored to its old simplicity. Win- 
tle skilfully and sympathetically explores this 
preoccupation, as expressed in Thomas's verse as 
in his life, and in doing so exposes many a nerve in 
the sensibilities of people like me. R- S. Thomas says 
things we are ashamed of thinking. 

He detests the vowel-sounds of Birmingham 
immigrants, and so do we. He hates tourism in 
almost all its forms, together with electric pylons 
and all manifestations of the game-show-and-lot- 
teiy civilisation. He despises Welsh people who do 
not stand up for their language and their history. 







R S Thomas: “seeing the unseeable 


but fawningly knuckle under. He believes it is per- 
fectly justifiable to be nasty about the English or to 
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fectiy justifiable to be nasty about the English or to 
the En glish - if ft will make them go away. When 
he looks through a Welsh window and declares the 
beauty outside to be “for the few and chosen ", not 
for the crowd that “dirty the window with their 
breathing' 1 , we know just what he means. 

We are perhaps ashamed, but Thomas never 
is. He is defending not merely his country and his 
culture, but his God. He is like one of the old 
fighting saints, born to martyrdom. If it is hypo- 
critical for a Oiristian to five by saeva indigna- 
tion then Christ was a hypocrite too, when he top- 
pled the tables in the temple. Thomas apparently 
prefers the word •‘Christ" to the word “Jesus": it 
is more flinty, more ice-like. 

As one might imagine, he himself was not uni- 


versally appreciated as a parish priest, holding the 
forthright opinions that he did. But he was assid- 
uous in visiting the sick and the poor, however 
remote their farms and cottages (though perhaps 
a little more assiduous, it is sneakily suggested, if 
they happened to be Welsh-speaking). His poems 
are often considered, especially by English read- 
ers, as essentially nationalist works of almost incon- 
gruous beauty: but English readers do not under- 
stand the nature of our patriotism or nationalism, 
or whatever we choose to call it. 

Nor, l think, does Justin Wintle. His analyses 
of Thomas's art are percipient, and learned, and 
often beautifully expressed, but by the nature of 
things he does not share their sense of yearning 
and despair. He spends much time, somewhat 


embarrassingly recalled, in the company of the 
sort of English-speaking Welshmen who call each 
other “boy" and talk a lot about getting pissed 
(“What an arsehole", says one of these" friends 
about R. S. Thomas, “what a total arsehole"). He 
reports with apparent approval the responses of 
Welsh-speaking Welshmen who resent Thomas's 
more outrageous kind of patriotism. Wintle lives in 
Pembrokeshire, knows a great deal about Welsh- 
ness and Welsh history, but patently does not expe- 
rience the transcendental sense of longing that is 
contained in the old Welsh fancy of “Abercuawg, 
where the cuckoos sing” - an aspiration-land, a 
dream, a Kierkegaardian Whies of our imaginations. 

I admired this book without much liking ft, I 
thought ft was fine when it bore itself as literary crit- 


icism, often in line-by-line glossings of the poems, 
and fair and sensible when it turned to history or 
politics. But I disliked something prying about it, 
something almost tabloitfy, when it set out to be 
biography. Thomas did not want a biography writ- 
ten and, so far as I can tell, Wintle has never met 
him. The book depends upon second-hand infor- 
mation and speculation, and this leads it into 
inquiries that seem to me distasteful. 

“How much was true and how much false?” Win- 
tle himself asks once. “How much tittle-tattle, and 
how much justified resentment?” A biographer 
should not be asking such questions towards the end 
of his book; and it is not enough to suggest, as Win- 
tle does on the next page, that none of it much mat- 
ters “compared with what he has written". 


As I happens I agree, hut in that case, there ts 
not much point in writing a biography lhal 
depends so much upon hearsay. Wintle seems to 
me dead right, though, in the order of his sub-title 
-Wales, R. S. Thomas. God. I do not doubt that 
the course of this poet's art has taken him from 
Abercuawg through self-examination to the pru- 
foundest revelations of all. R. S. Thomas dismisses 
the idea of himself as a mystic, on the grounds that 
his encounters with the divine have not been direct. 


but filtered through poetry. But I do not for a 
moment doubt that this greai and disconcerting 
artist, as he looks through that grubby small win- 
dow and picks up his pen lo write, has seen the 
unseeable. For to us pantheists art itself. like Aber- 
cuawg, is God. 


The American way of death 


D J Taylor on the literary star who died, as he lived, in the limelight 


This Wild Darkness: The Story of My Death by Harold Brodkey, Fourth Estate. £14.99 


H arold Brodkey’s story, propagated as 
much by himself as his many acolytes, is 
well known. The Jewish bqv from the mid- 
west heads for New York, writes a handful of lira- 
itlessly promising short stories and then spends 
the next three decades living off his reputation. 
Pan of this is to do with legendary powers of 
physical attraction (Brodkey's countless juvenile 
amoum are supposed to have included a fling 
with Marilyn Monroe). Much more, though, has 
to do with an unpublished masterpiece - the sub- 
ject of fevered press and party gossip - whose 
composition takes up the greater pan of its 
author's adult life. 

What follows is a savage parable of literary 
ambition. The Runaway Soul, finally presented 
to the critics in 1®J1, gets indifferent notices. To 
the indignity of not being acclaimed as a genius 
ia second novel. Profane Friendship . docs no bet- 
ter) is added serious illness, belatedly diagnosed 
as Aids. 


77iis Wild Darkness, completed shortly before 
Brodkey's death in January of this year, assem- 
bles a number of fragmematy impressions from 
the last three years of his life. Hospitalisation, 
diagnosis, rural interludes in upstate New York, 
a trip to Venice, some valedictoiy remarks. In life 
Brodkey’s subject was himself, and it wasn’t to ! 
be expected that death would change the habit 
of a lifetime. This is not a cheap shot. Brodkey’s 
mission, projected through 40 years or so of con- 
tributions to the New Yorker, was to prove both 
to neutral onlookers and himself that he was a 
great writer; The story of his death, inevitably, 
is a desperate final grab for the laurel wreath - 
part defiance, part bluster and nearly all narcis- 
sism. 

The sheer scope of Brodkey’s self-love may 
come as a shock to anyone who hasn’t previously 
witnessed the spectacle of an American literary 
lion preening himself in public. There is. for 
instance, his habit of considering people mostly 


in terras of their relation to himself (his wife gets 
apostrophised as “My human credential"); there 
are the sexual look-backs (“I cannot find in mem- 
ory a day in my life without som: ‘ ma 

or other"), not to mention some over-cooked epi- 
grams about the human condition: “Life is a kind 
of horrori'; “History is a scandal, as are life and 
death." 

One tries to remember, while reading this non- 
sense, that these are the thoughts of a desper- 
ately sick man dying from an illness whose impli- 
cations and - Brodkey being Brodkey - mythical 
properties hung over every moment of his wak- 
ing life. But one ought also to bear in mind that 
Brodkey wrote it for publication and that he 
undoubtedly regarded it as a testimony to his 
ideals and beliefs. 

This isn’t to condemn the resulting 177 pages 
out of hand, or to ignore the inability of the 
author to answer back. For when Brodkey gets 
onto the subject of his rural hideaway, figures 


from his childhood, shared confidences with his 
wife and doctor (an immensely decent-sounding 
man named Bany) or some of the differences 
between Britain and America - whenever he can 
stop talking about himself in fact - there are 
moments of awful clarity. Watching part of a 
bird's flight arc, for instance, “I feel myself shiver 
and swiftly break into clusters of flight- Some- 
times the wind seems to enter me." 

At bottom, though. This Wild Darkness is sim- 
ply another of the many 20th-century exercises 
in benefit of clergy. Its sub-text, baldly stated, is 
that one is - or should be - allowed to do pretty 
much as one likes because one is an artist. 

At times Brodkey makes this point directly, as 
when he tells his wife that “We are cowards and 
artists and are in flight and are and have to be 
awful people to get our work done", or decides 
that “a writer is alone, is a sacrificial beast and 
madman (or madwoman) and fool". To which 
you want to retort that no genuine artist ever lost 


anything by behaving like an ordinary person, 
and that even Proust presumably breathed the 
same air as his fellow Parisians. ‘ 

There is a grimmer truth on display here, how- 
ever. That is the complete inability of this post- 
modern, milk-and-water humanism, this refined, 
urban, liberal sensibility, to come to terms with 
the simple fact of mortality. Diagnosed as ter- 
minally ill, Brodkey records "What was strange 
was that all sense of presence, all sense of poetry 
and style, all sense of idea left me". 

But what is strange about not being able to 
bring a sense of style to your own death? 
Enmeshed in the world of Manhattan literary 
parties and New Yorker back-seralching (at which 
he characteristically rails). Brodkey lost touch 
with the notion of ordinariness at a verv earlv 
stage in his career. Now that it is over, the temp”- 
tation to mark him down as another literary easu- 
alty laid low by a particular kind of urban artis- 
tic life is irresistible. 


Magnificent Father mine, that pony does not come 



Sue Gaisford constrasts surly sons and doting dads 


Sons & Mothers edited by Matthew and Victoria Glendinning, Virago, £16.99 Fathers: An Anthology edited by Louise Guinness, Chatto, £16. 99 


W omen tell me." writes Michael 
Bvwatcr. “that the joy and delight 
in having produced a male child 


w Y in having produced a male child, 
something so different from them, can in 
time be partially or even wholly over- 
whelmed by the sheer horror of having 
produced... something so different.” 
These women could be right. Victoria 
Glendinning produced four male chil- 
dren. of whom one. Matthew, has helped 
her compile an anthology about having - 
and being - a son. Their two essays pro- 
vide uneasy book-ends to the varied, often 
embarrassingly frightful accounts of joy, 
delight and sheer hOTror within. 

Bywaier is one of the few sorts to face 
up to the pitfalls of the whole endeavour. 
Men. he says, mine motherhood as the 
fount and origin of life and its troubles. 
His essay struggles to correct the balance. 


unlike the nasty little cameo by Jon 
Snow, who seems to have preferred his 
nanny. His notorious revelation that his 
mother wore a wig is little to be ashamed 
of, in the context of his other remarks. 

The mother-contributors, on the other 
hand, write with careful rapture and a 
vivid awareness that their sons could hold 
it all against them if there is any sugges- 
tion of complaint. They can't help it. As 
Kate Saunders explains: “Anyone who 
doubts the effects of having a male child 
on the mother’s lobes has only to look at 
Mrs T Her one vulnerable place is her 
boy. When the idiotic Mark got lost in the 
desert we were treated to the sight of our 
First Citizen as a weeping old Mum". 

This book contains some good, brisk 
writing - by Saunders and Bvwatcr and 
also by Adam Mars- Jones and Jan Dai- 


ley; it offers some bizarrely fascinating 
experiences recounted by Michael Seed 
and Phineas Foster, and some excruciat- 
ing poetiy by Spike Milligan and Jill Daw- 
son. There is also a fair amount of self- 
indulgent daptrap. “It has been incredibly 
worthwhile”. Ms Glendinning enthuses. 
For her, maybe. 

Infinitely better value, in every sense, 
is Louise Guinness's anthology of fathers. 
This is a glorious book, every page offer- 


ing new delights. It ranges in time from 
Homer to Heaney, in expression from 
doting rapture lo murderous fury, in 
scope from Rabelais to Peter Rabbit, in 
emotion from ecstasy to howling grief - 
and a good deal of it is very funny. Take 
Angela Carter, remembering her father 
coming into a room announcing “Enter 
the fairy singing and dancing and waving 


her wooden leg”. Take Maurice Baring’s 
version of Goncril's letter to Regan com- 
plaining about their old Dad, who insists 
on tiresomety quoting Cordelia: “and you 
well remember, darling, that when 
Cordelia was here Papa could not endure 
the sight of her". Or take Piero deWedid 
wheedling a present out of his heroic sire 
Lorenzo: “Magnificent Father mine, that 
pony does not come." 

Traditionally, reviewers of anthologies 
hunt out those entries we think should be 
there and grumble if they are not I looked 
for one that I thought only 1 had discov- 
ered: the section of his diary that lovingly 
records the astonishing intellectual 
achievements of John Evelyn’s little son, 
who had just died. It’s there. I stopped 
searching for lacunae and simply revelled. 

The book is divided loosely into 1 1 sec- 


tions, and some parents crop up in sev- 
eral Thackeray boasts about his little fat 
Annie and, later, Annie returns the com- 
pliment. Haditt appears both as preco- 
cious son and anxious father. Darwin is 
a partiflm- favourite, at first making 
detailed writes on his baby’s progress, 
observing the first evidence of reflexes and 
emotions - and tiien finding, as Guinness 
remarks, that his scientific brain is frac- 
tionally disabled by helpless tenderness. 
When, in a later chapter, we discover that 
the child has died, we appreciate that the 
Darwins “have lost the joy of the house- 
hold and the solace of our old age". 

One of the most pleasing aspects of the 
book is this new light that it sheds on men 
who are famous for achievements other 
than fatherhood. There is Cato makinQ 
sure he is with his children at bath-time; 
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Blood and guts 

in Johannesburg 

Michael Arditti reports on mayhem on and off stage as 

Shakespeare's shocker plays in South Africa 

Woza Shakespeare! by Antony Sher and Gregory Doran, Methuen, £16.99 


T he Merchant ofVemce was not one of Freed's favourite 
Sbakespeares, nevertheless be would have sorely been 
intrigued by the 1987 Stratford performance in which 
Gregory Doran's Solanio described Antony Sher's Shy- 
todcnotas'lhemost unpenetrable cur that ever kept with men," 
oot “the most impenetrable cur that ever slept with men” Randy 
can a fluffed line have proved so prophetic; for, as Doran wryiy 
remarks, “we’ve been together ever since". 

In 1994, Sher and Doran were part of a National Theatre 
grouj) that visited South Africa to hold workshops and discus- 
sions in. the emerging democracy. In spite of incidental ir ritan ts, 
such as their status as an ‘‘out couple” being disregarded in the 
single invitation to Sher to meet Prince Edward, the trip was 
a great success and particularly poignant for Sher, who left the 
country for England at the age of 19. They arranged with the 
Market Theatre, Johannesburg, whose legendary production 
of Woza Albert inspired the title of this memoir, to return the 
following year with a Shakespeare play. 

Their choice of Titus Andronicus posed problems for the man- 
agement, who would have preferred Macbeth. It posed prob- 
lems for the audience and played to 25 per cent houses. And, 
at one remove, it poses problems for the reader; for, unlike 
Sher's previous theatrical journal. The Year of the King, which 
focused on the familiar figure of Richard IH, Titus Andronicus 
is barely known. There have been only two major productions 
this century. Peter Brook's with Laurence Olivier and Debo- 
rah Warner's with Brian Cox. So the authors cannot rely on the 
reader’s prior knowledge ro sustain interest in the minutiae of 
interpretation. 


They compensate by concentrating on the events surround- 
ing the production. Doran as director chose Titus not simply 
becaase It offered a whopping part for Sher as star but for its 
relevan ce to the d imate of violence in contemporary South 
Africa (a photographer on the original National Theatre visit 
witnessed a casual murder dose ro bis hotel). As they come up 
against financia l chicanery, administrative roeffidcncy and pub- 
lic hostility, the mood shifts from Shakespearian tragedy to the 
comedy of Evelyn Waugh and William Boyd. 

The cast's enthusiasm can be excessive. The actress playing 
Lavinia (Titus’s daughter) decides, after lengthy research, that 
her reaction to an off-stage rape would be an on-stage mis- 
carriage in a scene in which she does not officially appear. It 
is enough to make even the most radical Shakespearian pine 
for the Beryl Reid “let's start with the right shoes” approach. 
The description of the technical rehearsals belongs as much to 
military hikoiy as theatrical record, with faulty: lines of com- 
munication (essential props not found, the Lighting Designer 
fled), bush-warfare (sniping in the press), feigned attacks and 
tactical explosions (from the director) and the final push to vic- 
tory. 

The modem-dress production attracted great controversy in 
South Africa, above ail on account of its accents. One sympa- 
thises with Sher's mother who wanted to show off her son, the 
English Shakespearian, only to find him playing an Afrikaner 
one sympathises somewhat less with the letter-wnterwho “could 
not abide the excruciating experience of the ugly accents of 
Southern Africa abusing some of the most beautiful language 
ever written”; one empathises not at aD with the critic who, 



A whopping part for Renaissance man: Antony Sher and Jennifer Woodbume In Titus Andronicus «i • wi m> *1:1:1. 


objecting to Scllo Maafce ka Ncube as an unusually complex peace is re-established at the expense of literary tension. 
Aaron, declared that he would prefer to see a white actor But then, although the book has two authors, ii has one reul- 
blacked up. subject: Sher. He is the senior partner, the Renaissance man 

The naiTative is shared between the two writers in alternate both on and off stage, whose drawings add a further dimen- 
diary entries, a technique similar to the exchange of letters in sion to the stoiy. Doran's return to his home county. Yorkshire. 
Sher's novel. Cheap Lhvs. And yet this fails to create as effee- is acknowledged when the production tours in England, hut it 
tive a contrast as might have been hoped. Apart from their dif- is Sher's return to his home country that takes cent rentage, 
ferent perspectiv es in rehearsal, both their viewpoints and voices Indeed, the hook is most effective as a documentary couiucr- 
are remarkably similar. Even after those passages in which pro- part to the fictional explorations of South African identity in 
fessional tension gives way to domestic violence - Doran Sher's novels, spiced with a black humour worthy of Shake- 
describes the “conversation with the flying plates" in a way that speare's own. as when the mutilated Albie Sachs dryly remarks 
would be anathema to Michael Denison and Dulcic Gray - of the show: “It's not a play for amputees!" 


Judging the judges 

Donald Cameron Watt convicts a maverick historian of meanness and myopia 

Nuremberg, The Last Battle fry David Irving, Focal Poini £25 


D avid Irving has become, in part at his own 
instigation, a by-word for historical propa- 
ganda in favour of Hitler and his regime. He 
refers to those who conspired to kill Hitler as trai- 
tors. He has spoken of Hitler as his hero. He has 
challenged historians to comeupwith hard evi- 
dence that Hitler knewof, let alone ordered, the 
elimination of European Jewry. He has privately 
circulated the work of that curious collection of 
self-styled “experts" who have tried to deny, the 
physical evidence of the extermination camps. And 
in the German-speaking parts of Europe he has 
lent his support and spoken publicly at rallies of 


those normally referred to as neo-Nazis. Hence 
Irving has become the target of a widespread and 
successful campaign to shot the doors of estab- 
lished British and American publishing houses 
againrthinLlbcallfomLdmpt^lishertmtliislat- 
estbook, is David Irving himself, and operates out 
of his own house. 

. Yet alongside Irving the propagandist exists Irv- 
ing tiie indefatigable researcher, a man who has 
in the past been generous in sharing his enormous 
knowledge of the Nazi records with other schol- 
ars who do not share his idiosyncratic (to be pofa'te) 
views. Some erf his books have been major con- 


tributions to knowledge. Although disagreeing with 
him profoundly on his views on the nature of the 
Nazi regime, I have observed the failure of roost 
of those who tried to challenge him to match his 
encyclopaedic knowledge and admired his capac- 
ity to come up with new and original material. 

But this is not one of living's better books. It is 
marked with a meanness of spirit in his unwill- 
ingness to acknowledge the detailed work on the 
trial of the surviving Nazi leadership at Nurem- 
berg in 1946 by the US historian Bradley Smith 
or by John and Arm Tusa from Britain. As with 
his hot* on Hitler's foreign policy before 1939, Irv- 


ing’s masteiy of the German sources is matched 
by his complete lack of any frame of reference for 
the policies which underlay the decision to stage 
a large public trial of the Nazi leadership. 

In his effort to discredit prosecutors and judges, 
Irving misses the ironies in the Americans’ 
advancement of the notion of conspiracy - an 
Anglo-Saxon doctrine that offers the sole excep- 
tion to the assumption of innocence until guilt is 
proven. If a conspiracy is proven, then the accused 
have to prove they were not part of it. This shocked 
both the French and the Soviet jurists. 

There can be no doubt that there had to be a 


triaL There can be little doubt that the hands of the 
countries judging were less than lily-while. There 
can be no doubt that the verdict had been largely 
arrived at before the evidence was assembled/Yci 
with the exception of the Nazi anti-semilie pomog- 
rapher. Strcicher, a man so unpleasant of charac- 
ter that the other defendants shunned him, the sen- 
tences passed were richly deserved. Above all, the 
evidence destroyed any possibility of a war-guilt con- 
trovciw like that which followed the first world war. 
Democracy in Germany was reborn, free of the guilt 
of surrender. It proved to be a much stronger plant 
than anyone expected. 


The doom of the prophet 

John Campbell follows a lost leader into self-inflicted exile 


Enoch Powell: A Biography fry Robert Shepherd, Hutchinson, £25 


I n a parliamentary career of 37 years, Enoch 
Powell served in government for just over four 
years and in tiie Cabinet for only 15 months. Yet 
for a period of about six years following his noto- 
rious “rivers of blood” speech (not that he ever 
used those words) in April 1968, he commanded 
more attention, analysis, adulation and excoriation 
than any figure in British" politics between Churchill 
and Margaret Thatcher. ' 

He is credited with making Ted Heath Prime 
Minister and then unmaking him again; and -with 
anticipating the central elements of Thatcherism 
- liberal economics combined with English nation- . 
alism - at least a decade before the Lady herself 
stumbled on them. He has already been the sub- 
ject of more biographies than most Prime Minis- 
ters, from Andrew Roth and Paul Foot in the first 
flush of his notoriety to Pa trick Gosgrave’s admir- 
ing celebration in 1989. So as he slips into history 
the reader may wonder why we need another; espe- 
cially as Robert Shepherd does not have the ben- 
efit of Powell's own papers. This is not the official 
life. 

The answer is precisely that the bulk of his career 

is now the stuff of history, as opposed to journal- 
ism. Under the 30 year rale the Cabinet papers up 
to 1964 are open. Year by year, like a receding tide, 
the role allows the previously hidden crevices and 
rock pools of living memory to be systematically 
explored. Thus the whole of Powell’s brief minis- 
terial career is now exposed: not only his year at 
the Treasury under Peter Tbomeycroft, 1957-8, eul- • 
minating in their resignation on the issue of pub: 
lie spending, later seen by Thatcherite mythology 
as the seminal moment in the redisirovety of mon- 
etarism; but also his considerably more important ' 
stint (1960-3) as the most creative Minister of 
Health between Aneiirin Bevao .and Kenneth 
Clarke. Since he never held office again alter refus- 
ing to serve Sir Alec Douglas-Home, the Public: 
Record Office, has nothing more to reveal about 
Powell (except, perhaps, how later governments 
tried to neutralise him). . ;.r 

Second, Shepherd lias had access to the Con- ■ 
seivative Party archive.up to 1975 (when Powell 
ceased to be a member), includingmost crucially 7 
the Shadow Cabinet minutes fromI964-70. These 

chan h^growmgalienatkm from Kfeafr on amuch 

wider range erf issues than nmnigr&ian, until the 
explosive moment of his Bi nn inghjq n Speech and. 
bis exfle to the wilder shores of p^mlism, where 
he dwelled in a thfckenihg.miasmarof conspiracy 
theories (compounded by furtheronle-to North- 
ern Ireland) for the rest of hiS careqr: With all this 
hard material for the middle years bf Powell’s life 
now available^ Shepherds as. a serious historian, 


quite rightly concentrates on what he can docu- 
ment: the “River Tiber" speech comes three 
quarters of the way through the book. 

Shepherd is steeped in this material, having cov- 
ered much of the same ground only two years ago 
in his equally good biography of Powell's friend and 
rival, Iain Macleod. The problem that any biog- 
rapher has with Powell, however, is getting into his 
mind. PtiweU is not an ordinary politician but 
(almost uniquely in high-level politics) a true intel- 
lectual. There are plenty of highly educated peo- 
ple, but that is different: Powell is an intellectual 
m that he is genuinely fascinated (and led astray) 
by ideas. No biographer will really crack Enoch 
Powell who cannot follow him into the three areas 
of detailed textual scholarship which have excited 
his intellectual passion over his 84 years. 

First, from his schooldays onwards he edited and 
translated Herodotus, becoming Professor of 
Greek at 24: years later Lord Hails ham, who 
prided himself on his knowledge of the classics, 
found that Powell could always cap him. Second, 
Powell fell in love at the age of 15 with the Ger- 
man language and German romanticism: Goethe, 
Heine and above all Nietszche. Hitler disillusioned 
him equally abruptly, but 50 years later, his eight 
records on Desert Island Discs were all German 
(four of them Wagner). 

Third, he is obsessed with minute analysis and 
interpretation of the New Testament, an obsession 
which Shepherd reveals he inherited from his 
mother (who taught herself Greek in order to dear 
up some theological point) and which culminated 
roily two years ago in the publication of his 
bizarre theory that Jesus was not crucified but 
stoned to death. He has also taught himself 
medieval Welsh, written a history of the medieval 
House of -Lords and published three volumes of 
poems. All this Shepherd duly recounts, but he can- 
not be said to make biographical sense of it. Maybe 
Simon Heffier (the next biographer In line) will 
crack it, but more likely the task is impossible; 

Tbe great paradox erf Powell, a man who lives 
for paradox, is that his famously logical intellect 
is actually the; slave of his emotions. He suffers 
Pauline conventions with the regularity of Mr 
Ibad. Every few years his whole belief system is 
turned upside dpwn by a new passion which 
entirely overthrows the old.. Horrified by' the 
Roehm purge, he renounced his love Of Germany 
overnight; Abandoning the idea of a musical , 
career, he went to . the opposite extreme' and 
abjured music altogether. Milhantly atheistic as 
a boy, be dramatically rediscovered Christianity 
(or his own highly individual interpretation of it) 
on Easter Sunday, 1950. 


He fell in love with India during the war and 
went into politics to save the British Empire. As 
late as 1954 he was still asserting that Britain with- 
out the Empire was nothing, only to reverse that 
faith too and turn all his powers of local demoli- 
tion on ridiculing his party’s imperial delusions. In 
each case it was not simply that he changed his 
mind, but that he changed it so diametrically, so 
vehemently, so emotionally. 

His subsequent brilliantly argued, but invariably 
negative crusades — against coloured immigration, 
European integration, nuclear deterrence, the 
American alliance and any hint of compromise in 
Northern Ireland - all stemmed from his traumatic 
rejection of empire and tbe adoption in its place 
of an impossibly idealised notion of English 
national identity. On eveiy item of this bizarrely 
disparate checklist Powell had a case. 

It.was quite right that politicians should face up 
to the unanticipated social transformation 
wrought by immigration; and Heath was not can- 
did about the federalist implications of the Treaty 
of Rome (neither was Thatcher about the Single 
European Act). But in every instance Powell’s 
credibility was damaged, first by his having pre- 
viously argued the opposite with equal passion and 
then by his self-indulgent taste for blood curdling 
overstatement. While constantly invoking a mys- 
tical EngUshness, he has the very un-English tem- 
perament of a religious fanatic. He overlooks the 
true British genius for illogicality, compromise and 
muddling through. 

He was most consistent, most prophetic and per- 
haps most influential on economics. Certainly 
much of what he was mocked for advocating in the 
1960s - free markets, privatisation, limited gov- 
ernment - became reality in the I9S0s (not only 
in Britain, but around the world). But even here 
he did not practice his own principles. As Minis- 
ter of Health, he not only planned the most ambi- 
tious hospital programme in the history of the 
NHS, but enforced Sehwyn Lloyd’s incomes pol- 
ity against the nurses with a ferocious rigidity which 
appalled his colleagues. 

History will remember Enoch as an ascetic half- 
mad hermit forever prophesying national doom at 
the hands of Pakistanis, Americans, Eurocrats and 
Irish (abetted by the treacherous Rireign Office). 
He deserves some credit as a guru of market eco- 
nomics, John the Baptist to Keith Joseph and Mar- 
garet Thatcher. But he destroyed most of that 
credit tty his loony extremism on other subjects. 
Robert Shepherd has written a first class account 
of an extraordinary career. But, when the dazzling 
detonations of Powell’s pyrotechnics have faded, 
all that remains is a whiff of sulphur. 


In next week's books pages 


. — elipe 

Annesto, Roy Foster, Penelope Fitzgerald. Jan Morris, Ned Shemn. D J Taylor, and 
Barbara Trapido. Plus Charles Nicholl on Malcolm Lowry's Letters, Robin Cook on 
the Literaiy Companion to Parliament and John Campbell on Henrik Ibsen. 



Festive spirits: a 12-page guide to seasonal recipes flavoured with 
alcohol from Britain’s top chefs. Plus. Richard Ehrlich and panel 
test 25 bottles of bubbly and choose their five favourites 


A friend of Magaret 
Thatcher, 

Rupert Murdoch and the 
Queen Mum. how far 
does Lord Wyatt of 
Weeford's influence 
stretch? Or is he 
just good at parties? 
Geraldine Bedell 
finds out 



Michael Flatley and 
‘Riverdance* 
turned Irish dancing into 
a global industry. Then 
everything 

turned sour. Both sides 
of the Riverdance row 
tell their story for the 
first time to 
Matthew Sweet 
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By Christopher Hirst 
and Lucasla Miller 


Harvest of tfae Cold Months 

bv Elizabeth David (Penguin. 
£15) Though bearing the 
imprint of the “Penguin 
Cookery Library", it is hard 
to imagine anyone using this 
learned history of frosty 
foodstuffs to whip up a 
dinner-party finale. Mrs 
David notes that ices first 
emerged in the Florentine 
Renaissance (handy for 
hiding poisons) and Louis 
XIV was fond of a sorbet, 
while excellent Russian ice- 
cream. made from eggs and 
cream, was available even in 
the mid-Sixties. The patron- 
saint of foodies shows an 
occasional frostiness herself, 
remarking on the rarity of 
ice-cubes in Italy. “The 
Tuscan addiction to ice is a 
thing of the past.” 


The Letters of Dorothy L- 
Sayers edited by Barbara 
Reynolds (Sceptre, £7.99) 
Charting her progress from 
jolly hockey-sticks schoolgirl 
to celebrated author of 
detective fiction, these letters 


take Dorothy L Sayers up to 
the age of 37. The writing is 


the age of 37. The writing is 
energetic and observant - 
but there are no emotional 
outpourings here. So stiff is 
Sayer’s upper lip that when 
confessing to having given 
birth in secret to an 
illegitimate son, her attitude 
towards the "little chap" 
(then three weeks old) seems 
frighteningly unfeeling: “it 
doesn't do to nurse him or 
pet him too much, or he'll 
keep you at it aU day and 
night. He’s accustomed to be 
stuck in bed when he yowls 
and taken no notice of." 


Imagining Characters: Six 
Conversation about Women 
Writers by A S Byatt and 
Ignes Sodrc (Vintage. £7.99) 
The author of Possession 
joins forces with 
psychoanalyst Ignes Sodrc in 
a series of gossipy 
discussions about classic 
novels. Now that literary 
theory has become the " 
orthodoxy, it's refreshing to 
find a couple of intelligent 
critics who take such 
pleasure in talking about the 
characters in books as 
though they were real 
people. The chosen texts are 
Jane Austen's Mansfield 
Pork, Charlotte Bronte's 
t i llertc. and George Eliot’s 
Daniel Derunda, plus novels 
by Wills Cuiher. Iris 
Murdoch and Toni Morrison. 
Though intellectually flawed 
in some of its assumptions, 
this is enjoyable lit crit. 
jargon-free and bursting with 
enthusiasm. 


Misogynies by Joan Smith 
t Vintage. £f>.99) Originally 
published in 19S9, Joan 
Smith's incisive collection of 
essays has lost none of its 
punch - in fact, it is fast 
becoming a feminist classic. 
Whether she’s discussing the 
patriarchal bras of Ancient 
Historians (she rescues 
Catullus's girlfriend Lcsbia 
from their donnish spite) or 
the sexist assumptions 
behind such quintessential 
Eighties movies as Jagged 
Edge and Fatal Attraction. 
Smith approaches her 
subjects with a blend of 
intelligence, polemicism and 
humour. Her literary 


cnuvnwn is spot-on. 
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Paperbacks 


The Faber Book of Pop 
edited tty HaniF Rurcishi and 
Jon Savage (Faber, £14.99) 
Though it runs to 860 large 
pageiC this great lump of a 
book contains remarkably 
little good writing about pop 
(Stanley Booth on the Stones 
and Michael Braun on the 
Beatles are notable 
exceptions.) Unfathomable, 
the editors include a four- 
page gripe by Paul Johnson 
from 1964, but Leibcr and 
Stoller. pop’s finest song 
writers, only appear in one 
passing reference. Similarly, 
there are extended extracts 
from such well-known 
popsters as Norman Mailer. 
Joan Didion and William 
Rces-Mogg but nothing from 
Ian Hunter s acclaimed Diary 
of a Rock Star or George 
Melly's incomparable 
Owning Up. 



<m<e specific details of 

souvenirs and P*'°" 

astfsrt 

graves, the wrought iron 
and stained 6 Iass ’ ^ 

wellasallthesmdpwre 

_ a re what I call traces 

of immortality.- David 

Robinson spent two 
years photagrapiurig the 
romantically wistful, 
often bizarre, memorial 
stones erected to com- 
memoratethectepamxi 

in cemeteries all over 
Europe. In Passy, he en- 
countered this stone 
greyhound, listening for 
tte return of the Beaure- 
gard family- Other pic- 
tures show weeping 

angels, a stone dinner 
party In full swing and a 
choir of banjo-strumming 
cherubs. The result, 
Beautiful Death, pub- 

fished by Penguin Studio 
(£20), with a foreword by 
bestselling novelist, 

Dean Koontz, is an ec- 
centric, occasionally 
rather grim reminder, of 
the fine and private 
place, and its less pri- 
vate accoutrements, that 
await us aO. 


PHOTOGRAPH: DAVID ROBINSON 


Episodes of casualty 


Hugo Barnacle regrets an excessive body count 


The Night in Question by Tobias Wolff. Bloomsbury. £15.99 


T obias Wolff is writer-in-resi- 
denee at Syracuse University 
in New York State. This is sur- 
prising. Syracuse, you'll recall, 
is the place where the English 
department is so politically correct 
that the phone book is a set text 
while Shakespeare study is optional. 
Why on earth have they hired a dis- 
tinguished short-story writer like 
Wolff instead of some crackhead 
graffiti artist? Perhaps one of those 
wealthy foundations, whom Wolff 
thanks for their support in a prefa- 
tory note to his new collection, had 
some say in the matter. 

At any rate it is a job you might pre- 
fer to avoid if you made much in the 
way of normal commercial gain from 
writing. Similarly the narrator of the 
first stoiy here, “Mortals”, having 
published “a few stories in literary 
journals that nobody read, including 
me", becomes a newspaper obituar- 
ist. ’‘After four months of this duty I 
was full of the consciousness of death. 
It soured me. It puffed me up with 
morbid snobbery, the feeling that L 


knew a secret nobody else had even 
begun to suspect,” 

As it happens, our man gets the 
sack for writing an obit on someone 
who phones in the news of his own 
death for reasons of vanity and then 
complains so that no one will guess 
at his subterfuge. Elsewhere in the 
collection, though, actual unexag- 
gerated demises are a shade too 
prevalent, almost as if a morbid 
snobbery were indeed at work. A 
novel can include death and stOl be 
about much else besides, but a death 
in a short story becomes the domi- 
nant, shaping force. 

In “Ftyboys”, two ingenious small 
boys dig their friend’s stepfather’s 
pickup out of some mud when it gets 
bogged down. Looming over this 
account for no terrifically apparent 
purpose, is a Salingeresque recollec- 
tion of the friend’s wonderfully gifted, 
charismatic older brother, killed on a 
motorbike years before. 

In “The Other Miller”, an army pri- 
vate is told his mother has died and 
given compassionate leave. He sets 



Tobias Wolff: “morbid" 


off, smugly certain the message was 
meant for another man in the battal- 
ion who shares the same name and 
initials. “The Army screws up their 
mail all the time, and now they’ve 
screwed this up.” He is happy to 
exploit his unexpected liberty anyway, 
till leaving camp he realises “a sim- 


ple truth. His mother is also going to 
die.” And we are rather led to assume 
that in fact she has. 

Miller is a present-day volunteer, 
who signed up to punish his mother 
for remarrying after his father was 
boiled to death in a bizarre accident 
“Casualty” deals with conscripts in 
Vietnam, one of whom, irked by a 
new officer and sarcastic by nature, 
keeps volunteering for dangerous 
duty: “Love to.— Really, sir? Can 
I?”And keeps getting sent since the 
officer has no sense of humour. 

~ Obviously, with just a few weeks of 
his tour left thewisecracker has to get 
killed, but to maker things still more 
ironic Wolff has it happen while he’s 
on routine duty in a supposedly safe 
area. This creaks ever so slightly. It 
ougfit to creak like a falling redwood, 
but Wolff’s writing is measured and 
deft enough to muffle the effect 

In “Bullet in the Brain” - some- 
thing of a giveaway title, one can't 
help feeling - there’s another char- 
acter who has trouble keeping his 
mouth shut “a book critic known for 


the weary, elegant savagery with 
which he dispatched almost every- 
thing he reviewed”, who finds him- 
self in the middle of a bank robbery 
and taunts the raiders for their 
dichdd use of tough-guy language. 
Probably in life he’d be pistol- 
whipped but here, of course, he gets 
shot, and dies recalling the poetic 
grammatical slip a friend once made 
during a baseball game. 

The best stories seem to be the 
non-death ones dealing with early 
youth: “Smorgasbord”, a prep-school 
story with an acutely rendered ado- 
lescent sense of “pure possibility”; 
and “Powder", in which a father dri- 
ves through snowdrifts to deliver his 
son to his tetchy estranged wife on 
time and so save his access rights. 
“Like a speedboat, only better”, 
thinks the son. “You can’t go down- 
hill in a boat-if you haven’t driven 
fresh powder, you haven’t driven.” 
But there are several others which 
also repay in spades the minimal 
effort of reading Wolff’s well-turned, 
economical prose. 


Household hints 
from jilted lovers 


Sexual intercourse 
began in 1967 


Susie Boyt listens to family secrets 


Patricia Craig watches the green turn blue 


Selected Stories by Alice Munro, Chatto, £16.99 


The Irish Eros edited by David Marcus, Gill & Macmillan, £14.99 


T he 23 tales in Alice Munro's latest book, 
arc all drawn from collecdons that span 
the last 30 years of this distinguished 
Canadian writer's career. Many of the stories 
are built around quiet and only slightly out of 
the ordinary' events. They almost all involve 
the kind of daily struggles that family life 
entails when it is at its most poignanL 
In “Walker Brothers Cowboy” we're shown 
a young country girl’s view of her failing trav- 
elling salesman father as he takes her and her 
younger brother on an innocent visit to a 
woman who is obviously an old flame. 


Another story shows a woman grappling with 
feelings and' memories as she visits her 


feelings and memories as she visits her 
father in hospital and learns that he bas not 
long to live. “The Progress of Love” has at 
its heart a daughter’s belief that the most 
powerful expression of love she had ever wit- 
nessed was the time her father did not pre- 
vent her impoverished mother setting fire to 
$3000. a legacy from the mother's own 
detested father. 

Many jilted women feature here: “I bad my 
cake baked...I was in ray wedding dress” 
reveals Aunt Dodie in “The Ottawa Valley”. 
Helen Louise in “Postcard” whose long-time 
boyfriend returns from a family holiday mar- 
ried to someone else, finds herself feeling for 
the first time in their romance that *she 
wanted to reach out my hands and touch you.” 
The drama often stems from a complex shift- 
ing of sensibilities in the characters, and from 
their growing awareness of the weight of the 
secrets they hold. 

Many of Munro's stories end with the 
appearance of an important and clear truth 
that seems surprising, but often lets us know 
that the story was about something slightly dif- 
ferent from what we thought Because of this, 
they often close on a tantalising note, ending 
with so much potential for future meaning that 
it seems as though the author leaves the stoiy 
just when things that would deeply affect the 
lives of its characters have come into play. I 
suppose at these points I wished one or two 
of them had turned into novels. 

My two favourites in this collection were 


“Material” and “Friend of my Youth”, both 
of which show Munro creating situations 
which are not only fully imagined and com- 
pletely realised but interesting in every 
aspect, giving the impression that if they 
hadn’t been written there would be a real 
need for them. 

In “Material" a woman takes us back to an 
apartment she lived in with her first husband, 
the writer. Hugo Johnson, where her role was 
“to throw herself between him and the world.” 
She tells us all about Dotty, the woman who 
lived downstairs who was a prostitute, and 
whom she grows to value as a friend. One 
night her husband's refusal to switch on a 
water pump during a storm results in the 
flooding of Dotty’s rooms, which seems 
unspeakably cruel to his wife. Although she 
might have taken responsibility for turning on 
the pump herself, “as a patient, realistic 
woman, a really married woman would have 
done” she does not, and this failure on both 
of their parts leads to a marriage guidance 
counsellor who directly pronounces them 
incompatible. 

Years later, she finds her ex-husband has 
written a stoiy about Dotty, in which their slat- 
ternly, oppressed neighbour is “lifted out of 
life and held in the fight, suspended in the 
marvellous clear jelly that Hugo has spent all 
his life learning how to make. 1 ’ She is greatly 
touched and during dinner with her present 
husband, Gabriel, and her daughter decides 
to write Hugo a letter to say so. Yet when she 
starts to write, the words that come out are 
quite different: '‘This is not enough Hugo. You 
thinkitis, but it isn't. You are mistaken, Hugo.” 
Although Hugo’s story seems to have love at 
its heart, as it enobles their poor neighbour 
and helps her modest life “pass into art” what 
is this worth compared to saving her things 
from being ruined by rain? 

Gabriel’s respect for her unhappiness sud- 
denly distinguishes him, and her earlier won- 
dering about whether it was merely his 
Romanian accent that made her fall for him 
evaporates and is replaced by something 
much more solid and enduring. 


P urely erotic writing does not come nat- 
urally to the modem Irish” wrote Vivian 
Merrier in 1962, in The Irish Comic Tra- 
dition. He felt impelled to add that readers 
might well regard that remark as tbe greatest 
understatement in his entire book. It wasn’t 
a new perception. Elizabeth Bowen, in her 
introduction to the 1946 edition of Sheridan 
Le Fanu’s Uncle Silas , bad commented on the 
innate sexlessness of Irish literature. Even 
major writers (such as Flanh O’Brien) either 
shied away from the topic, or approached it 
very gingerly. Catholic puriianisrn was largely 
to blame for this state of affairs, or non-affairs. 
The Irish Censorship Board ensured tbe sup- 
pression of everything it lumped together 
under the heading of “Evil Literature”. Evil 
literature, as is well known, included most of 
the riches of mid-20th-centiuy Irish writing. 

David Marcus reminds us in his introduc- 
tory note to this anthology that, with the 1967 
Censorship of Publications Bill “thousands of 
books were automatically unbanned” Irish 
readers then experienced something -“akin to 
multiple literaiy orgasm with virtually no fore- 
play.” Along with other freedoms in the 
social sphere, in other words, exposure to sex 
on the page perhaps came too suddenly and 
went to the nation’s head Now, 30 years on, 
the time seems right to assess the partial sec- 
ularisation and eroticisation of Irish society. 

Hence The Irish Eros . Ir's a good idea, but 
there are two basic ways of tackling the sub- 
ject and neither has recommended itself to 
David Marcus. It would make sense to con- 
fine selections to the period beginning in 1967, 
to show how things have altered in the field 
of fornication. On the other hand, you might 
cover the whole spectrum of Irish writing to 
indicate the subversive strain of sexuality 
which persisted in the face of the most rigor- 
ous repression. This anthology goes back to 
the 17th century, with one or two translations 
from the Irish, and it includes Thomas Moore 
and Richard Brinsley Sheridan; but these are 
just nods to comprehensiveness. 

The emphasis falls strongly on the -20th-cen- 
tury and in particular, on recent writing. David 


Marcus has also - unwisely, I flunk - opted 
for completeness in all his choices; be insists 
on tbe whole poem or story, and this brings 
about a rather patchy look. The inclusion of 
excerpts would have made for a much more 
complex and richer book. As it is, you are 
struck even more forcibly than with most 
anthologies by the omissions. 

There is nothing from Brian Kerriman’s rip- 
roaring “The Midnight Court" of 1790 (of 
which, to cap it ad, David Marcus is one of 
the translators), with its age-old woman’s com- 
plaint: “How can I lie in a lukewarm bed/With 
all the thoughts that come into my head?" In 
the present century there’s no MacNeice or 
Austin Clarke, no George Moore or William 
Trevor, no Mahon, Longlev. Muldoon 
(although he gets in as a translator of Nuala 
Ni Dhomhnaill), no McGuckian or 
O’Searcaigh: and these are just the first names 
that spring to mind. John Montague is in but 
not “The Siege of Mullingar”, which surely 
puts its finger on what the anthology is about 
What you notice about the inclusions, even 
the most up-to-date, is the continuing intru- 
sion of Catholicism into Irish life, whether it’s 
treated as a force to be repudiated or merely 
taken for granted. Priests and nuns, thouati 
are now allowed to assert their right to sex- 
ual fulfilment along with everyone else, as in 
the stones by John McGahern and Honor 
Tracy (The latter, too, alerts us to the fact that 
in Dublin you can’t get up to anything with- 
oul half your acquaintances spotting you at it) 
Konan Sheehan s comic piece, “A Church ,nd 
a Modem Worid”, about a gauche youn° a | nr 
^P y J K a Parish social desperately embracing 
chastity, shows how little has changed, in some 
resptets, in the ta «k*Jd yean. There” e ™ 
an instance (in Kevin Casey’s story) 0 f m 
emng girl being denounced from the pulpit 
Many of the individual contributions hlr,'- 
arecogemor illuminating or even mildly r Jv 
But they don t add up to a denial of Vivfa n 
Menaers observation. On the evidence nr, 

em t Wch°Sil i r e lo , oondu l de **** the mt»d- 
em Irish still haven t got the hang of mm-lv 
erotic writing. H - 
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Beowulf 

AD' 

tjv Anonymous 


Plot: B cow uif is Anglo- '■ 

Saxon folk epic set *n -/. < 
Scandinavia. Hrothtr-ir. i 
leader of the Scyidmgs . J 
decides to build a »»cad-h»W 
Here warriors hung out. tell. . jj 
talcs and get drunk- A . - ; i 
relative of Cain. Grendcl. - ... 
decides to spoil the fun 
crashes the party and cats v 
the «uiesis. Bcowull comes 
the rescue. He lies in ■■ " 
for the mad troll and. after ^ | 
tinusing punch-up. Grenctel .j 
stinks home, partially 
dismembered. Grendcl s j 
mother turns up. none too ? 
pleased. Snatching a warrior . ,, 
she bolts for her swamp 
where Grendcl is alive, but j 
ailing. Beowulf lakes off for 

the mere. He dives in and , 

kills bolh Grendels utter a 
struggle. Everyone returns to 
the mead-half for more ;. 

boozing and boosting. Fifty 
years pass. Beowulf has 
ruled the Geats w isoh but 
his people are harassed by *t 
dragon. Helped by young 
Wiglaf. Beowulf slays the 
monster and is fatally 
wounded. Tbe poem ends 
with Beowulf's funeral. 





Theme: “For any nobleman 
death is better than a life of 
shame." A grim code of 
heroism structures the 
action: the warrior must 
keep faith with his lord and 
light to the limits of courage. 
Darkness and nasties are dll 
around. Only Christian 
belief provides illumination. 


Style: Old English verse is 
neither stanzaic nor rhymed 
but instead uses an 
alliterative four-stressed 
line. The language has 
barbaric splendour entwined 
with riddling difficulty. The 
digression and brisk 
transitions hint at a range of 
ethical and historical 
reference that is lost forever. 


Chief strengths: No other 
epic so combines the 
primitive with the allusively 
sophisticated. Beowulf's 
alien mixture of Christianity, 
paganism and martial valour 
constantly startles: the 
descriptions of violence 
achieve a repellent beauty. 


Chief weaknesses: The 
compulsive showing off can 
grate. Nobody accepts a 
goblet of mead without 
launching into a catalogue of 
past triumphs. 


What they thought of it 
then: The poem is buried 
among other monster tales 
in the Cotton manuscript: 
possibly enjoyed as a yam. it 
wasn’t highly regarded. 


What we think of it now: 
Without Beowulf, Old 
English specialists would be 
out of work. The poem has 
been interpreted as folk 
legend, Christian allegory, 
political elegy and a satire 
on the heroic code. Most 
critics tend to rubbish the 
last third. 


Responsible for: The genre 
of fantasy fiction. Tolkein 
wrote the Lord of the Rings 
under BeowulFs shadow. 


Gavin Griffiths 
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N ext time you read that a 
pOxSCfiStfS 365 sortie l 
allow u wfctft of sceptic 
wall m with rhe V'rxvrt 
York, 1 have ‘been tired. ha 
pubs; and precisely Wriw iinjp 
island of UurtutiWrt. i " 


The imnlkhnion w simple: I! 
uitwrou* k the resource, you euu 


numerous k the resource, you euu 
a different tine every day T«u a yen 
in ^ have 24 b 4 Hit*fcfl 

Mv levers .ltitrov are *«ro|j*i«l. T 
iicut read of.f dvsfiftftikm besUm* 
3t»lui if»Tof ajuilkul.ir 

goa that a evi 1-mo amount ■•ion 
gne* on Second the ttier that ai 
twipsttith (he frequency %*t the.it 
o! days in the war h m«t auittmati 
CnKHl Thing. Imfcctl. I bawrito wis 
to set tm-Hif again tit *m 

So learning that AMtiitiu hits. U 


pMivtiked a degree luewn. p 
wrh dote NOuioadLsaeiu: about w 


v wrh dote njuiccs ilisjfice alront h 
ih run flic total k reached with «>i 
of the islands smaiiei Mhluty. flat 
1 could hviw vet ou* toioniit cyl 
gk arc of shimmcrixic vilvci - 1 fail Mil 
the wcatlicr in the Caribbean h b t 
glorious thighs in the miwbNH. hr 
10 degrees less), that instead l .'to 
the notion that flu te arc pknty r> 
- ami went off to enumerate Aft 
othei blessings. ... 

Every count rv, however modest, 
a capital St Jiflin's is ayfiecUulh 
dated sort oi pkiee. spruced u 
enough to I.hik pasv.ibU iur ihe 
ship visitors - .\ qu.irter-mHIk m J» 
A more alluring statistic, ..(hui 
fucked just iirsidiT the door or the I 
museum. Prhle of place is given in 
that Viv Richards Used tor his j 
breaking eeifluis iHf ^delivcnc'sv 
match in Alongside it - .iiii 
ingsom fvif ilsell - is thv crickei h 
took the punishment, so hiuiso 
resemble an over-ripe passion isu 
Besides emphasising tins l«n 
cricketing superiority ot the West 
the muse ura nukes the British 
smile, and frown- Hie gopd cl 
thanks to »hv refrcxhingh^Hriiij 
ward nature ofil h: sUnd old Court 
that has been converted into a pi 
ijk learning about the island. The « 
Antigua tn»m Hie turmoil of its * 
^Tortgins to that tempestuous Viv Rt 
innings is traced not m k set 


Strongly recommended for a 
Christmas present. Penguin 
English Verse (Penguin, 
ibhrs. £50) is a cavalcade of 

"^ lomas Wyatt to 
Wiirnd Owen, read bv nine 
fine actors and edited by 
Paul Driver as “an anthology 
for the ear”, by rhythmic 
balance and tonal contrast 
rather than strict chronology 
innovaiivcly packaged as a 
gut set with six pairs of 
cassettes, each flanked by the 
complete text of the poems. 
Also pricey, but worth it. is 
inikies-imard winner Wives 
and Daughters (Cover to 
Cover. 25hrs.i{). 

Prunella Scales skips 
effortlessly between 
-nn'KVnjx.and experience os 
reads Mrs Gaskolt’s 

unforgettable story of a 

uoomcJ marriage :ind its 
aftermath. 














THE INDEPENDENT U)NG WEEKEND* SATURDAY 23' NOVEMBER 1996 


Sis 

meant (, 
read 


JVVulf 

"Ah, 

■''"lOif, 

'r-rv-L 

■* r in 

• '-M-i 


Win,.. ^ 

) 

■ ' 'Mulxr. 

. i ;r- ,,,, iH-i. )ft 

-.a* 

' ^in inj 
"■•‘WU Jl^j 

if.“" C r, ‘ lur ®Vi 

. ninrc 
y ' "'ms Rfir 

'-‘••K-hht, 

- " ,r -''Vdl, 3 

Vl! **» tl.QQo* 

'■m 

• li.lllv 
: %, vnitfm!i 
5 1'in.r.ii 



Baffle with the 
shrubbery - taming 

the front garden 12 

Wyoming to New 
Zealand, on skis.... 17 




- „ ; ... 
V !!$&*-.• • ' - :• i ’• ■ t '■ ••••* 



■I V .ii-hlfluj,. 

1 

■*.< 

• !I. .rk. 

5:.n 

lM.nn 

'•■iT'.fi 

,; rj J 

1 :..n 

• r &&\ 

• ’ >*: 

• -I . : 

• • • -ft ‘ 


•!-. \ , 

• . 5 

■ i 

I 


i % Simon Calder counts the 
blessings beyond the island's 
shimmering beaches 
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N ext time you read that a place 
possesses 365 somethings, 
allow a whiff of scepticism to 
waft in with the breezy prose. 
York, I have been assured, has 365 
pubs; and precisely 365 river irrigate the 
island ofDominica. 

The. implication is simple: that so 
numerous is the resource, you could visit 
a different one every day for a year (and, 
in leap years, still have 24 horns" left over). 
My reservations - are twofold First, I 
never read of a destination bestowed with 
364 or 367 of a particular asset, and sug- 
gest that a certain amount of rounding 
goes on. Second, the fact that an item 
occurs with the frequency of the number 
of days in the year is not automatically a 
Good Thing. Indeed, 1 have no wish ever 
to set foot again m some pubs in York. 
So learning that Antigua has 365 beaches 
0 provoked a degree of cynicism, particu- 
larly since sources disagree about whether 
or not the total is reached with the help 
of the island's smaller sibling, Barbuda: 

I could have set out io count every sin- 
gle arc of shimmering silver. But this week 
the weather in the Caribbean has been so 
glorious (highs in the raid-80s, lows just 
10 degrees less), that instead I accepted 
the notion that there are plenty of them 
- and went off to enumerate Antigua's 
other blessings. . 

Every country, however modest, needs 
a capital St John's is a cheerfully dilapi- 
dated sort of place, spruced up just 
enough to look passable for the cruise 
ship visitors - a quarter-million last year. 
A more alluring statistic, though, is 
nicked just inside the door ;of the island's 
museum. Pride of place is given to the bat 
that Viv Richards used for. his. record- 
breaking century off 56 deliveries in a test 
match in 1986. Alongside it - and look- 
ing soriy for itself- is the cricket ball that 
took the punishment, so bruised as to 
resemble an over-ripe passion-fruit: ; 

Besides emphasising the- long-ipno 
cricketing superiority of the West Indies, , 
the museum makes the British visitor 
smile, and frown. The good cheer is 
thanks to the refreshingly straigbtforr 
ward nature of the stout old court house . ' 
that has been converted into a place of 
k learning about the island. The story of 
^ .Anrigim from the turmoil of its volcanic 
^Origins to that tempestuous Viv Richards 
innings is traced .out -in a series of 



approachable exhibits. You could scoot 
around in 10 breezy minutes - or stay all 
morning to soak up the whole sad story. 

That is where the frown comes in. The 
dreadful crimes perpetrated by the Euro- 
peans against tire original inhabitants, and 
later against the slaves imported from 
Africa, hit particularly hard in Antigua: 
The roots of Eastern Caribbean inde- 
pendence arose as a reactfon to especially 
harsh treatment on the island’s planta- 
tions. The planters, and the sugar, have 
long dissolved against a background of 
unfavourable trade. Tbday, the bitter- 
sweetness of upmarket tourism is the 
source of the island's energy. Colonialism 
can take many forms. 

You emerge from the 'museum, blink- 
ing, into the high Caribbean noon, a lit- 
tle wiser and a lot more humble. Anyone 
withoutra skin as thick as sugar cane will 
immediately feel anxious about the reac- 
tion of local people to outsiders. Which 
makes the reality - that Antiguans are 
open; generous and welcoming hosts -all 
the more gratifying. The ties with Britain 
are sturdy, too. I hitched a ride with 
Charles, who was born on the island but 
had spent 33 years of his working life in 
Tottenham - as long as he could last with- 
out tasting the soothing, salty air that 
dances through the streets of St John’s. 

He told me the hurricane season this 
year passed without serious damage in 
Antigua, a relief after the assault by Hur- 
ricane Luis in 1995. From some of tire 
reports at the time, you might have con- 
cluded that the island had been blown so 
far off course that it was currently lost in 
the Bermuda Triangle. But the damage 
was rapidly repaired in time for the main 
tourist season. Bermuda shorts are back 
in-town. 

So are the “retail opportunities’’ that 
multiply around any Caribbean port. 
Avoid Little Switzerland (a watch shop, not 
a series of Alp-like humps) and the King’s 
Casino, in favour of ambling past the out- 
sized Anglican cathedral that dispropor- 
tionately dominates St John's. Keep going 
until you see the following message: 

“Go to schooL Study hard. Tiy to 
become a hero.” 

These stern words adorn a hoarding 
above the gentle frenzy of commerce that 
comprises the town market. Trade takes 
the form of heroic, staccato yells. They 
slice cleanly through, the rumble of diesel 



(the site doubles as a bus station) and the 
thud of bass guitar riffs that boom out of 
passing cars - 1.8- litre ghetto-blasters. 

Centre stage in this throng are the fruits 
coaxed patiently from the land. Antigua is 
smaller than the Isle of Wight yet from 
some viewpoints the countryside goes on 
for ever. Fbrget that you are never more 
than seven miles from one of those 365 
beaches, and plough across the heart of the 
island to touch the real texture of Antigua. 

First choose your weapon. This is 
how an Antiguan second-hand car dealer 
must feel as he takes buyers around the 
showroom. The people of Antigua are 
unfailingly polite - until they get behind 
the wheel of a vehicle. I had originally 
read the 40mph signs as signifying a max- 
imum speed, but many dinners appear to 
regard this as either a bare minimum or 
an outright challenge. 

The excitement goes up a notch as soon 
as there is some obstruction, when the 
drive-on- the-Ieft rule is suspended. Skoda 
pick-ups (I promise you there is such a 
vehicle) dash with smoked-glass Japanese 
minibuses that barrel around the island, 
and any bystander unwise enough to be 
walking along the road must be prepared 
to jump into a ditch at a moment's notice. 

You win probably think me foolish to 
confess that last Thesday I rented a bicy- 
cle to take my two-wheeled place in this 
mobile circus. Indeed, in 40 miles of 
cycling I was forced off the road three 
times. But, if you remember, last Thesday 
in Britain the blizzards were beginning to 
bite.- In Antigua, my only complaint 
about the weather was that the sun was 
perhaps impossibly shiny and the sky a 
shade too improbably blue. 


A bike bestows the freedom to take 
Antigua at its own pace. You get heckled 
plenty, in the cheeriest of manners, from 
villagers who think the sight of a hooky 
on a bike is a boot - or at least a change 
from the Jeep-swerving tourists. 

I unwound through the island, past 
prairie landscapes speckled with cattle 
and framed by scraggy escarpments and 
that sharp ultramarine sky. A long-over- 
turned car quietly rusted into this wilder- 
ness. as plants flexed their tentacles 
around the rotting steel hulk. The whole 
scene demanded a health warning at the 
foot of the foreground - because it 
looked as if the Marlboro Man was 
expected to trot along at any moment. 

He didn’t show. But if he had, the two 
women toasting corn cobs against the pas- 
tel-yellow backdrop of their none-up. two- 
down timber home would have been 
ready with elevenses. Antigua is one long 
snack-opportunity: com here, coconut 
there, an occasional curried goat served 
in unnerving proximity to the live, 
unspiced version. My favourite roadside 
stop was the Your Home Town Lun- 
cheonette. If only it were. 

After a while you begin to discern the 
concise construction of every Antiguan 
village. The sturdiest structure in each 
hamlet is the church, a stark import 
among the cluster of diminutive homes. 
These bungalows are mostly wood, with 
a lattice of shutters that makes each one 
as well ventilated as a Eurotunnel freight 
wagon. Children bicker gently (pausing 
to smirk and wave at the cyclist), while 
notices warn of the community rules: 
“Loiterers,’’ threatened one sign, “will be 
persecuted.* Fearing the Antiguan 


equivalent of a Farwah. 1 pedalled on. 

From tip to toe of this concise island 
takes 90 minutes. You know you are near- 
ing the end when the scattering of trees on 
the horizon is augmented by the geomet- 
ric precision of yacht masts. 

English Harbour is still an accurate 
name for the ample bay that subdues 
Caribbean storms, and provides shelter for 
around 100 yachts. Within the sanctum of 
Nelson's Dockyard, you hear plenty of 
British voices among the boat-owners, sup- 
plemented by American and Australian 
accents. But you notice more the bold 
Georgian architecture that turns the 
ensemble into a most characterful marina. 

Two centuries ago, Antigua had a par- 
allel role to its position today: hub for 
the Caribbean. Nowadays aircraft home 
in on the island: but as the ISth century 
gave way to the 19th. this was the base 
for the British navy in the region. 

Horatio Nelson was a frequent visitor, 
though on one occasion he became so ill 
before departure for Britain, he ordered 
a cask of ruin to be placed on board to 
preserve his body should he die. An exhi- 
bition of naval paraphernalia includes 
old dockyard furniture scarred by ancient 
graffiti, and Nelson’s telescope. 

You can turn a blind eye to tourism by 
scrambling along to the end of the penin- 
sula, across rocks strewn with pregnant- 
looking Turk’s head cacti. The lazy arm of 
the sea wall flicks out into the Caribbean, 
while the shoulder merges with a gaunt 
cliff. The skewed strata of rich red rocks 
takes a pounding from the sea. and melts 
into a series of jagged crescents. I thought: 

I hope they're not regarded as beaches. 

And then 1 counted my blessings. 


Half nelson: The view over English 
Harbour from Shirley Heights 
(named after a former governor). 

In the 18th century Horatio Nelson 
was a frequent visitor to the 
British naval base here. And in the 
Nelson's Dockyard museum the 
Admiral’s telescope can be seen 
proudly on display. 
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Antigua 
survival 
guide 

On call: thismonth, Antigua acquires a new dialling 
code. The old 001 809 country code is replaced by 001 
268. This should be followed by the seven-dipt number. 
Antigua is four hours behind the UK (noon in London is 
8am m St John's). 

Getting there: British Airways mid BWIA operate non- 


fares cost around £920 return; cheaper tickets are 

widely available for around £500 return through discount 
agents such as.the Caribbean. Reunion Club (0171-344 
0101). Some long-stay specials for as little as £249 for seats 
in. charter flights. Prices rise sharply over Christmas. 

Getting ire British citizens need onfy a valid passport to be 
admitted for short visits; 

Getting ouh departure tax of EC$30 (£7) is payable at the 
airport, - 

Package holidays: numerous tour operators, including 
Thomson, Kuom arid British Airways Holidays, offer . 
inclusive packages in Antigua, using either scheduled 


flights, or charters on airlines such as Britannia and 
Caledonian Airways. From Thomson (0990 502399), a 
fortnight in February at the Club Antigua costs around 
£1,250, including flights from Gatwick or Manchester. 

Getting around: bus services are frequent on most routes, 
if scary. Simon Calder rented a mountain bike from Cycle 
Rrazy in St John’s (463 9253) for £9 a day. The best, 
though dated, map is published by Ordnance Survey ai £6. 

Staying healthy: besides the risk of road accidents, the 
most significant threat is from the intense sun in the 
middle of the day. 

Cashing up: the currency in Antigua is the Eastern 
Caribbean dollar (ECS), shared with seven other nearby' 
nations. The bank rate this week was: £1 = ECS4J0 and 
US$1 = ECS2.75. The US dollar is readily acceptable 
everywhere — but at a disadvantageous rale compared with 
what you can get at a bank. 

Seeing sights: the Museum of Antigua in Sr John’s opens 
daily except Sunday: a donation of EC$5 is requested. 
Nelson’s Dockyard is open dally, admission ECS6.50. 

Mast see: the big event is Sailing Week. 27 April-3 May. 

Further Information: Antigua High Commission, 15 
Thayer Street, London WlM 5LD (0171-486 7073). 
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Giving thanks 

for American 

prosperity 

Thursday brings Thanksgiving, the 
start of serious shopping - and the 
American way to take the heat off 
Christmas. By Matthew Hoffman 


T hanksgiving is a true original, a holiday 
invented bv the Americans and dedicated 
to cclcbnitine rhe country's founding pur- 
pose: plenitude. Yes. some immigrants 
travelled to those shores in search of religious or 
THiliiic.il freedom: but as every observer of Amer- 
ican society for the past two centuries has noted, 
material success is the country's true god- 
damned bv elites as “consumerism”, enjoyed by 
everyone else as “prosperity". The citizens of the 
United States know they have much to be grate- 
ful for. And once a vear they gather around their 
tables to acknowledge that gratitude - which they 
aceom pi ish by ovc rea ting. 

Ihe First Thanksgivings in 1621 -set the pattern. 
In one sense it was a traditional harvest festival, only 
the Pilgrims of Plymouth. Massachusetts were cel- 
ebrating the success of \hcnjhst harvest. They were 
Puritans from East Anglia oncl Lincolnshire, who had 
sailed from Plymouth in Devon in the Mayflower the 
year before. When I was a school child in Pennsyl- 
vania. ir was explained to me that the Pilgrims had 
survived their first, harsh. New England winter 
through the assistance of the local Indians and. in 
gratitude, they invited them to participate in their 
first feast. Now I am pleased to learn, from a post- 
ing on the Internet, that Edward Winslow, a leader 
of the Plymouth colony, mentioned the Indians in 
his account of the 1621 jamboree: 

“Our harvest being gotten in. our governor sent 
four men on fowling, that so we might after a spe- 
cial manner rejoice together after we had gathered 
the fruit of our labors. They four in one day killed 
as much fowl as, with a little help beside, served 
the company almost a week ... Many of the Ind- 
ians coming amongst us, and among the rest their 
greatest King Massasoit, with some 90 men, 
whom for three days we entertained and feasted, 
and they went out and killed five deer, which they 
brought to the plantation and bestowed on our 
governor, and upon the captain and others.” 

What has elevated the festivities from a religious 
harvest festival tor the God-fearing to a national 
event is the grow th of the US from an agrarian to 
an industrial - and now post-industrial - society. 
In the process the holiday has taken on the cus- 
tomary forms of a secular country - where Christ- 
mas is -about shopping, and Easter is about a 


parade. In fact, for many Americans, the most sig- 
nificant fact about Thanksgiving is that the date 
it is celebrated (the fourth Thursday in Novem- 
ber) marks the beginning of Christinas shopping 
and this, in turn, is signalled by a Thanksgiving Day 
parade that is concluded with the delivery of Santa 
Claus to the largest department store in town. 

Macy's annual Thanksgiving Day parade in New 
York is the most famous of these events, but it has 
its smaller counterparts throughout the country. 
Philadelphia claims to have the oldest Thanks- 
giving parade and even little nearby Pottstown, my 
home town, musters its school marching bands and 
drill teams and white-booted cheerleaders to glit- 
ter in the late autumn sunshine. 

But the meal remains the main event: ritualised 
In its menu (turkey with cranberry sauce, candied 
sweet potatoes, and pumpkin pie are traditional, 
although the side dishes vary with ethnicity) and 
demanding in its attendance - the whole family, 
no matter how spread out across the country, is 
summoned to a common table. (Chinese restaur- 
ants in New York shut up shop this one day in the 
year, and their staff take the day off in the casinos 
of New Jersey.) There is a hidden blessing here 
that only an American like myself who has lived 
through the English Christmas, with its suffocat- 
ing triple role of family get-together, children's gift 
fest and religious holiday, might appreciate. For 
Americans, Thanksgiving takes the heat off Christ- 
mas. Hie extended family gathers (and has its 
annual tiffis and longueurs)', no gifts are exchanged; 
and Christmas is left as a quiet time for parents 
and children to muddle through on their own. 

The nicest fact about Thanksgiving is its limit- 
ations. The holiday resists commercialisation and 
other add-ons: no special cards, no new, elaborate 
ways of roasting a turkey, no making the holiday 
more special by taking an expensive trip. Andy 
Warhol once pointed out die democratic creden- 
tials of Coca-Cola. There’s no way of getting a bet- 
ter one, he observed: a fancier version just isn’t a 
Coke. The same is true of Thanksgiving- Get the 
family together and eat a big bird. That’s it; that* s 
all you can do. Otherwise it ain’t Thanksgiving, 
Welcome to America's democratic holiday. 

Additional research byAlissa Quart in New York 



Getting there: London-New York is the busiest 
international air route in the world. Between 
Sam and 7pm every day. at least 20 wide-bodied 
aircraft (plus n couple of Concordes) take off 
from London, destination Kennedy airport in 
New York City, or its New Jersey rival Newark. 
These flights are supplemented by regional 
departures from Birmingham, Manchester and 
Glasgow, und connections arc available from a 
range of provincial airports connecting through 
Dublin. Amsterdam and Reykjavik. Before mid- 
December. you ean expect to pay £200-300 for 
a return flight over a weekend, inclusive of 
taxes of around £25. To gel the best prices, 
book through a discount agency rather than 
direct with the airline. The lowest fares arc on 
airlines with less frequent services, such as 
Kuwait Airwuvs. Air India and El Al. 


New York: the fast facts 


Airport links: the cheapest and surest way from 
Kennedy into Manhattan is to take the free Port 
Authority bus to Howard Beach subway station. 
From here, a $1.50 (90p) ride will take you to 
any station on the New York subway system. 
Total journey time from Kennedy airport to 
mid-town Manhattan is about 90 minutes. 

From Newark airport in New Jersey, the most 
exotic alternative to the New Jersey Transit 
bus to Manhattan, price $7 (£4.50)* is to take a 
taxi to Hoboken for around $25 (£16) and 
cross on the ferry across the Hudson River. 

Getting around: the subway system is fast. 


cheap and complicated. Before attempting to 
use the system, pick up a map and some fiat- 
fare tokens ($lj>Q/90p) from a kiosk in a 
subway station. These tokens are also valid for 
Manhattan bus services, which mostly run 
north-south along the main avenues. 

Accommodation: (Ail the New York telephone 
numbers quoted below should be prefixed 001 
212 when dialling from the LIK. ) New York is 
easily the most expensive place to stay in the 
US. A room in a good, central hotel such as the 
Mayflower on Central Park West (265 0060) will 
cost at least $160 (£95) a night for a double 


room, and bookings before Christmas are 
heavy. An alternative is a place in a hostel. 
These are often restricted to foreign visitors 
only, apparently in a bid to deter local low life. 
Single and double rooms are available at the 
centrally located 'S&nderbilt YMCA (224 East 
47th Street, 756 9600) for£35/£45 respectively, 
while along at the Big Apple Hostel (119 W 
45th Street, 302 2603) a double room costs $58 
(£35) - but you have to take a chance on the 
day; it does not accept advance bookings. 

Packages: some specialists such as Major 
Travel (0171-485 7017) sell tours that include 


transatlantic flights and hotel accommodation, 
for around £449. The big airlines aKo sell 
packages through their tour operating 
subsidiaries - American Airlines Holidays 
(0181-577 9966). British Airways Holidays 
(01293 723100). United Vacations (i»l S 1-3 1 3 
0999) and Virgin Holidays ((11293 M7 ISM. 

Red tape: British passport holder* travelling 
on normal return air tickets to the United 
States do not require visas. A visa is useful, 
however, if you plan to visit America 
frequently - it cuts down on form-filling and 
reduces processing time at US Immigration. A 
visitor’s visa, valid for up to JO vears. costs 
£13.75 from the Visa Section of the US 

01,1 thc premium-rate number 0S9] 
200290 for further details. 
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something to declare 


trouble spots 


Reports from Latin America 

EYencfa Guiana: Gangs of 
armed rioters fought*police, 
looted stores and set them on 
fire for four nights - Reuter. 

Colombia: About 200 
Colombians have fled to 
Panama to escape violence in 
northwest Colombia - long 
the scene of bitter conflicts 
between rebels and right-. 



wing paramilitaiy groups 
battling for control of 
contraband routes - Reuter 

Honduras: Widespread 
storms have caused the worst 
flooding in 42 years in parts 
of Central America, killing at 
least nine people and driving 
tens of thousands from their 
homes. Seven people have 
died in due to storms over 
the past nine days -AP. 


bargain of the week 

For the next week, a car and Norse Irish Femes (01232 
four passengers can travel 779090) with a berth in a 

from Liverpool to Belfast for cabin, a four-course dinner 
a total of £99 each way on and a full Irish breakfast. 


visitors’ book 

Museum of Antigua, West 
Indies (the book asks for 
suggestions for 
Improvements, as well as 
comments) 

Restore your landmarks and 
forts - Vince Mamme, New 
York City. 

Happy and friendly - Trevor 
Firman, London. 


Thank you for preserving the 
past for all to see - Germaine 
Cassell, Quebec. 

Particularly good for children 

- Derek Bond, London. 

I went back to the past for a 
while -Arif, Bangladesh. 

A cool cocktail would be nice 

- Johanne Roster, Preston. 
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Robert Rollason tours the wild country around Almeria in southern Spain 
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Tte wild frontier; 

the desert 

arroyos, land 
formations at 
Tabemas, north 
of Almeria - an 
area which was 
much used for 

filming 

Westerns 
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H emmgway conjured up an enduring image of Spain that 
still lingers in the mind’s eye. “Climbing all the dine 
we crossed the top of a col, the road winding back and 
forward on itself, and then it was really Spain ... the 
driver had to honk and slow down to avoid running fatn two 
donkeys that were sleeping in the road,” he wrote mTTie Sun 
Also Rises. 

His words lingered alongside my view of bow it is now. There 
were no sleeping donkeys as we drove along the silk-smooth 
motorways but, equally, not much modern traffic either. East- 
ern Andaluria is at a half-way stage of development. 

The movement away from living on the land by the Spanish 
of all classes in Andalucia has accelerated, so that even farm- 
houses and farm buildings are now oddly rare, although many 
have been converted into villas for foreign residents and holi- 
daymakers. 

Alpjeria, the local capital, is a stately city, at least in its ancient 
centre. The Moors’ fortress, the lOth-cenniiy Alcazaba, 
remains as a massive re min der of those warriors, builders and 
scholars whose centuries of occupation are still so apparent 
m these parts. 

“Don’t miss the bar,” said a helpful Yorkshireman descend- 
ing from the top as we puffed up the last 100 steps of the old 
fortress, which now defends only markets and an attendant cafe. 
This promise was a stimulus to progress, but no good. The 
dreaded Spanish hour of 2pm had arrived, and the bar was being 
locked up for the day: It was worth pressing on to the top, 
though. The views across the city and sea axe spectacular, and 
the highest section of the fortress is a bulky Christian addition 
that contrasts with the Moorish style of the rest 
If anything, tbe cathedral at Almeria looks more like a fortress 


than the Alcazaba. The church replaced a mosque on the same 
rite, ft was destroyed by an earthquake in 1522 and sturdily rebuilt 
a couple of years later. As you walk through the doorway in its 
massive wails, the inside comes as a big surprise, with soaring 
columns rising to an almost Chartres-like Gothic ceiling. 

The centre of Almeria has a pleasing, metropolitan feel. The 
town has been significantly moved into the modem world by 
a recent fE ling-in of one of those depressing dry river beds so 
common in southern Spain. Tins ran right down the centre of 
the main boulevard, the Rambla de Belem 

On the way out of Almeria the buildings are new and the 
townscape, to put it mildly, lacks neatness. The scrub becomes 
a desert 18 miles to the north, where the small town of Taber- 
nas is the centre of Andalucia's famous Spaghetti Western 
country. Tbday, a village is curiously tailed Mini Hollywood, 
but the film-makers have long gone and only their Western 


town sets remain as a kind of half-hearted theme park. 

Many small Spanish towns in the area are. of course, fantastic 
enough to be seen almost as wholehearted theme parks: the 
hanging village of Sorbas. built on a long high cliff, or. at the 
coast Mojacar, where the buildings are stacked up into a huge, 
crazy pyramid 

Some towns here still have cave dwellers. Cuevas dc Alman- 
zora, 60 miles north of Almeria city, is a case in point. The town 
also has its own well restored Moorish alcazaba. which houses 
an attractive art gallery. In spite of this preltificalion. Cuevas 
retains the feel of a traditional Spanish small community, with 
gypsy market traders still wearing black suits and wide- 
brimmed black Cdrdoba hats like the silhouetted man in the 
old Sandeman poster. 

Andalucia seems to prefer to keep one fool in the past in 
many ways. In this year’s national election, it remained loval 


to a local buy, the former socialist prime minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez from Seville, at the moment when many regions switched 
allegiance to Jose Maria Aznar’s conservative PP party. Expa- 
triates are not allowed to vote in national elections, although 
they can in local elections after seven years' residence. In some 
communes one imagines there maybe enough of them to affect 
the results. From any highish point in Cortijo Grande, an Eight- 
ies development near the small town ofThrre. west of Mojacar. 
scores of villas can be seen dotted about, and all of them are 
occupied by expatriates, mostly British. 

In Tuitc. Rickie of Rickie's Bar is not a Bogart lookalike but 
another Fnglish entrepreneur. In the mountainlop village of 
Sierra Cabrera the proprietor of the Pub Los Paslores is also 
English. From a distance, the village looks as old as time, but 
in fan every building has been pul up since 1MS5. An English- 
man wearing a Harlequins rugby shirt sat at the bar as we ate 
lunch. We might have been in Surrey, except for those amaz- 
ing views outside of mountain, valley and the blue sea stretch- 
ing away towards Cartagena. 

The odd thing is that the mood of change seems to suit both 
the incoming Brits and the indigenous Spanish. Hie British like 
the countryside while the Spanish have always preferred to live 
in towns. Today Spanish property owners are rebuilding early- 
I9th-centuiy town houses in exact and exquisite detail 

Will this process of change keep going? Judging by the happy 
party of people who gathered at the home of our expat friend 
Douglas, the British love-affair with Spain is far from over. The 
only threat to it may be global warming. If the climate of 
Granada shifts up as far as Guildford, the Brits may return to 
their own part of the world - as the Moors did five centuries 
ago. And I think Papa Hemingway would approve of that. 


Almeria essentials 

Getting there: scheduled flights to Almeria from 
Heathrow, via Madrid, with Iberia (0171-830 0011) cost 
£225 including tax. Prices rise the nearer it gets to 
Christmas. Charter flights go direct to Almeria: Monarch 
has a service on Sundays for £139 available through 
Spanish Travel Service (0171-387 5337) and Capital Flights 
(0171-209 4000) offers a fare of £89 bn Britannia from 
Gatwick. 


Getting around: Picking up a rental car at the airport is 
easiest. A week's rental for a group A car (the smallest 
vehicle available) costs £139 from Budget (OSOfl IS11S1), 
inclusive of unlimited mileage, collision damage waiver 
and tax. Cars are also available from Avis (0990 900500), 
Hertz (0990 996699) and Holiday Autos (0990 300400). 

Getting information: Spanish Tourist Office. 57 St 
James’s Street, London SW1A 1LD (0171-499 0901). 

Philippa Czernln 
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Cultural tours, safaris, wilderness... 

adventures by Nile felucca, bus. 
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Asia, Australasia A the Americas. 
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Overseas Travel 


VIEINAIi AwAabBIty on ow unique 
smad group tows In Jan. Fab and 

Mar 19»T. HadUa WoMiwto 

IlkwMt also offered. Personal, 
knnrtadBtfiM Rente. CaB 
MdooNna Timl 0181 886 8280 
ABTA ¥1337 ATOL 1822 AITO 


City Breaks 
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Self Catering 


NEAROURAS . SW Franc*. Pisity 
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Corsica 


SIMPLY CORSICA. 1897 broeftore , 
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raneonfe bosMnpt son! , an 
.fated rf glorious tec!** and 
spectacular mounte*. ante 
nfalwd sy.mw wmteL vote 
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PARIS 
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Ring now for a brochure 
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PROGRAMME OF 
SIGHTSEEING, 
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Greece 
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vtowa A attey Posctias. DfaoMr 
Ww turn Crate from a/e vUlagae 
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OSH. ATOL 2757. 

OneCOFILB FILOXENIA For the 
discerning. fau*y. quieter Oi»eoe. 
(01422) 375889. ATOL 281 7 AITO. 

SIMPLY CRETE 1987 brochure out 
neat. Escape 0» Bateman and 
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Restored country cottages, vfiss 
wttn prtvaie pools, quality span- 
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| Villas & Cottages 

Coast or Country 
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Best Value Luxury 

Mobile Homes 

On 4-Star Sites 



Traditional holiday 
properties of character 
and quality in 
France sod Corsica. 
Many with pool. 
FXBB CO LOUR BKOCHURB 

RING (0990) 143681 

BOOTS tEF: FOSS 
Or write ck Dept. FD9S, 



CHEZ NODS V7 Out Now. Save 
Money Beeb Dtreci wllh 1 700 pri- 
vate imnare or >■ lypos ol noOday 
property In France. City Breaks. 
Ferry Dealt. Bracfc 01484 682&03. 

SW FRANCE Fannreweee wttfi 
pool*. Tam at Garonne & La 
Beam. 019U 281431. AITO ABTA 

DORDOGNE RIBERAC 2 Lux vRIm 
1 trim pool Spa* 4 ■ vn£1 d n- 
01832785433. 


Germany 


O EFUA MY - Deny k» erwt Sgtifa 
and Hotel attoamdadon. AB 
na|or ee. Mease eal me Goman 
Travel Centre 0181 429 2900. 
ABTA 9068S ATOL 2977 IATA. 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST and 
SkMMa. cantm panclonc. teak 
X tea Czectiare (0170Q S23888 l 


Luxury 
Self-Drive 
Campinc& Mobile 
Home Houdays From 

roa ur to * noru £95' 


M ANY PRICES HELD! 

PLUS SP£C/AL FFRirr OFFERS 
•LOW DEPOSIT OF £30 
•FREE FRIENDS E. FAMILY 
FERRY CROSSING 


■ CALL NOW TOR YOUR FRU1WI 

PREVIEW BROCHURE 

0161 2365262 


MM 

| Ou>Btyvtna> and cottage* In | 
the moot lovely were of France. 
Mandens etit 1 (arts and twwvs c& 
nversde propwws, cMta^ea. vilage 
I rooaesandaiaftMlepQeorre w I 
I Dordogne Lot I 

Proven ce Languedoc 
1897 BROCHURE AVAILABLE 
I 5/7 rtmix*R£t London Wfi 80H 
[ ATOL 7334 ABTOTSCTOl 


0171 331 8519 


Portugal 
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RING 
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VINTAGE PORTUGAL. Cottages 
vfa peeta in umpeBI North. 1987 
Brochure. 01 281431. AITO 
ATOL 2787 ABTA V5S43 


Italy 


^ ClTAUA's ITALY 



Our new 1997 brochure 
offers more holiday ideas, 
with more places to mil 


to choose from. 
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~M • mocnurMinc Kelt liNU J 

Ltiaha 01235824354 
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TrjJtnoaai Jarmhousn, 
i i/lai d ad apartments in 
Italy's prettiest rrgiont. 
FRET COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 141685 

QUOTE 1857 Or wrrtr »■__ 

KuaiLsrm iuira. Drpi 1057. 

Biarm. PnBtcnitqh. 

Pic Sums RHJO'lQD 
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LA BELLA TOSCANA Very specfal 
farmlwes. vflfas& Apt* In K around 
enchanting mndievaJ San 
Gimignano beiwoen Ftoronce S 
Ste»tB87 taaehOtBI -422-821 B 

XMAS IN UMBRIA; Romomic hBrcp 
location naar Perugia Wondorlul 
views & wain*. Hfatonc larm- 
houae. log tires. cTt ItaBan home 
cooJdng If roqd. tMnter.aprmg 
dotos also mb 8. Sloopa 2 f B. 
Tef'fax Penny Radford; 0039 750 
417 383 

SIMPLY TUSCANY A UMBRIA. Tra- 
ditional country villa apartments 
with pool and lievlbto. By -drive 
hoBdoys featuring charming, Ino- 
rnate hotels. Plus JpodaJ inwrost 
HoUdays and short brooks to Flo- 
rence Ptoaso eaB 01B1 995 8323. 
ABTA VM337 ATOL 1922 AITO. 

IDYLLIC ITALY, vttos, tannhoueae. 
castles. IwtoH. the complato 
sato c tl on. Brfdg wtea riB Toocana. 
0161 707 8795. ABTA D0219 


Spain 
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8 UAY COACH HOLIDAY TO 
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DEPARTS 22 nd DECaifiSR 
- PFBCE INCLUDES - 
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• Supern a Star Hotel 
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BOOK NOW 
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MOUNTAINS OF SPAIN. Pyrenees, 
Andalusia, Sic. feted Spain. 
Cownry GubsI HntaaR. Eco4Jnki 
{01 71) 732 1 1B& ATOL 4004. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Country houso* 
with pooh In urapoRr arena o) 
Catalunya. Andahiett & Mallorea. 
1997 Brochure 0l8S4 281431 
AITO ATO. 77B7 ABTA VSB43 

Old andalucian farmhouse 

nr B o ndawflft pool. 01813404480 

A NO ALU QA HOUSE In lovely 
mountain yflege ot Gaasfe re 
Honda. Convente) tor 
StrriBc/Gmnada. Sips 2/4. Tel 
(01388) nesoo. 

ANDALUCIA. Winter breaks in 
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hoiefa. 01226 744587. ATOL 2864 


A ND AL US IA HBBday cottage In 
boauWui Alputanw rogloe south 
of Granada. (SkHng 1 lf2 hours) 
Avail Xmas, 8 an year . VboMa 
01812250070 . 
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Toolshed 


Tom Barber advises on 
equipment for hire 


S ome pitiful souls are driven into 
paroxysms af longing by gadgets, ana 
cannot resist a new purchase. For 
those with a more pragmatic outlook* hiring 
often makes more sense than buying, 
especially for expensive and infrequently 
used equipment. 

I lack both time and energy. for digging, so 
evciy year I hire a big beast of a rutavator to 
give my largest allotment a thorough going 
over. It has a powerful Shp engine, and the 
job takes only about four hours, f then pass 
the machine on to a neighbour for the rest 
of the day and split the £50 hire cost. To buy 
the thing would set me back around £—000. 
which, at the current rate of usage, would 
pay my rental fees until 1 am I lb. 

The advantages ore not limited to finance. 
Machinery thaf has sat around for months 
on end tends to sulk and refuse to start, 
metal bits eet rusted up. and cutting blades 
are often left blunt. Hiring spares you from 
all that inevitable maintenance and repair. 
As with a rented car, hired tools live last and 
die voung. It is simply not worth a firm s 
time to fuss over geriatric gear, so most of 
the equipment is relatively new. and often 
more powerful and efficient than that 
normally available to the domestic market. 

Home shredders, for example, are usually 
agonisingly slow. Far better to save up your 
debris for several months and then hire in a 
big. petrol shredder that will tear through 
the whole lot in next to no time. Hiring also 
avoids the headache of finding permanent 
storage space, and reduces the losses should 
you suffer a shed break-in. 

The range of equipment available for hire 
is staggering: cveiy thing from a shovel to a 
JCB. If you are not familiar with your local 
outlets, it's worth having a look around 
before you embark on a major project or 
lash out big tool money. The most 
frequently requested garden item is 
probably a set of hedge cutters; then there 
are butch versions of familiars such as 
mowers and strimmers, and more specialist 


items - paraffin weed burners, post hole 
s. fone- 


borers, long-reach primers. If you’re 
planning a new look, help is at hand to take 
some of the tedious drudgery out of 
landscaping - concrete mixers, compactor 


plates for ramming down hard core, cutters 
;. For something really 


for paving blocks 

ambitious, you could even get in a mirii- 
r. Soi 


excavator. Some of the equipment might 
prove a bit of a squeeze for the family car, 
but delivery can always be arranged. 

Weekly hire is usually only double the day 
rate so it pays to set aside a block of time for 
each job rather than tackling things 
piecemeal. Fuel, cutting blades and so on 
are usually extra. Not unreasonably, ail hire 
firms demand a sizeable deposit, and you 
are also liable to a cleaning charge if you 
return tools without having made any effort 
to clean them. 

A few ground rules. Quality, cost and 
equipment range vary considerably so it's 
worth shopping around and looking at what 
is on offer before you part with any money. 
Never take something away before you arc 
completely confident about how to operate 
it. If necessary get the shop to give a proper 
demonstration. .Always make sure you have 
ull the recommended safety equipment - 
gloves, goggles, ear defenders or whatever - 
and then use it. The most effortlessly lethal 
hit of garden equipment is undoubtedly a 
chainsaw, and I am pleased to sec that many 
firms w ill now hire them out only if you take 
the appropriate safety gear with them and 
can guarantee that you are competent in 
their use. 

Make sure that anything that you do hire 
is in good nick, with sharp blades, fitted 
safety guards, undamaged cables and so on. 
All equipment should have been thoroughly 
checked since it was last hired out - your life 
should not be threatened by the carelessness 
of the prev ious user. With all that taken care 
of. oft v uu ao. 



Lesley Kant tackles the holly in her garden at The Old Vicarage in Carbrooke, Norfolk 


md now for the shrubbery 


From Am&kto. Mdk atong tfw wrt* 


WORKSHOP: The front garden is a muddle. How to sort it out? By Anna Pavord 


We have a garden of two acres 
which we have developed over the 
past 12 years. The two of as are the 
only gardeners so we tend to 
undertake a project a yean We 
have agreed that next year’s pro- 
ject has to be the front of the 
house muddle. And here I am 
bereft of ideas. 

The front of the house faces 


east and gazes out, across a grav- 
elled drive, to a sort of Victorian 
shrubbery - the remnants of I 
)se.Tht 


suppose. The trees, as they mostly 


are, include a fine variegate 
holly tree, a slightly unconvinc- 
ing English yew (it needs more 
space), laurel and box. There is 
also a weeping elm and a termi- 
nally ill hemlock. 

AO these are bordered on their 
east by a mixed hedge which 
screens a country road, and are 



y hus- 


band^ feels we should remove the 
laurel and hemlock and do some 
enthusiastic pruning and shap- 
ing. I am tonified of giving tne 


giving 

marestail any more light: we 
haven't eradicated it anywhere 
else in the garden and have been 
laten 


forced into lateral semi-solutions. 
The border though, is a formless 
muddle, but important, as it is the 


first glimpse any visitor gets of the 
irden. I don't want to begin 


ga 


wholesale destruction without a 
clearer idea of the outcome. Can 
you help, please? 


L esley Kant and Steve Cunneen 
live in the kind of house that is 
the stuff of town-dwellers’ 
dreams: an 1820s vicarage sur- 
rounded by its own land, on the edge of 
a Norfolk village. They did plenty of 
dreaming of their own before they 
bought it, 13 years ago. At that stage 
they were living in a terraced house in 
London, she working as a schools 
inspector, he as a project manager for 
Barclays. The London garden whetted 
their appetite for more, but when they 
bought the house, with its two acres, 
Steve said they "didn’t know what an 
acre looked like. It was just something 
fanners talked about.” 

Not much had happened in the gar- 
den since the previous owners had 
bought the vicarage from the church, 
three years before Mr Cunneen and Ms 
Kant came on the scene. A job lot of 
conifers was dotted about (most now 
removed - hurrah!) and the beginnings 
of a herbaceous border laid out But a 
phenomenal amount has happened in 
the last 12 years. Mr Cunneen and Ms 
Kant are the best kind of gardeners: 
observant patient and perfecdonist 
Since the remnant of the shrubbery 
described in Ms Kant’s letter was one 
of the few mature features they inher- 
ited. they left it alone while they planted 
hedges, dug vegetable gardens, planted 
trees and trained topiary (and much 
more) in the rest of the garden. Now the 
shrubbeiy's time has come. 

In her letter, Ms Kant calls it “import- 
ant”. as the first bit of the garden that 
visitors see. Yes. that is true, but it is not 
important in the sense that it needs to 
draw attention to itself. As you turn 
from the lane into the vicarage gate, the 
shrubbery is on your left, with a big. 


gravelled parking area in front of the 
house, which is on the right So you are 
as likely as not to see the shrubbery side- 
ways on. It will never be important as a 
special "feature” in the way. 

The shrubbery's role is as a backdrop, 
which ought to remain sympathetic in 
style with the house which it faces. And, 
most important it must continue to 
shield the house from the east wind 
which in this flat land can be a killer. 
You have to go through this general 


kind of preamble before you can get 
rfa 


down to the particulars of a planting 
scheme. You should have a dear idea of 
what the plants need to do before you 
can start suggesting suitable candidates. 
And here, of course,, the main players 
are already in place. 

The planting sequence starts on the 
curve, as you turn into the drive, with 
the strange little weeping elm. It is dotty 
rather than beautiful (and not part of 
the original period planting), but curi- 
ously appropriate. After the elm, is the 
big yew at the back of the shrubbeiy. 
The superb variegated holly is planted 
right in the foreground and reaches out 
over the graveL It may originally have 
been clipped as a topiary specimen. That 
would make its position more under- 
standable. Behind it is the dying hem- 
lock, then English laurel in the back- 
ground, with a spreading box tree in 
front. A fine, small weeping horse chest- 
nut fills the back comer. The shrubbery 
is about 15ft wide and 30 yards long. 

Before putting in any new plants, they 
obviously needed to assess the existing 
plants and decide what they were going 
to keep. “Weil, the hemlock will have to 
go,” I said unfeelingly. Two of its three 
enormous uprights had already died, 
and only wisps of life remained in the 


third. It was "going back”, as the kind 
euphemistic phrase has it. But Ms Kant 
couldn’t bear to cut it down while there 
was still a whisper of life m it So it will 
stay, and act as a clothes-horse for a 
climbing Vita coigpetiae. 

That cuts down the space for.putting 
in new plants, but it doesn’t matter. 1 
have exactly the same feelings about a 
ridiculously sick lilac in my garden - one 
of the few remnants of the original 
planting there. 

The laurels could be substantially 
reduced without affecting their useful- 
ness as windbreaks. I suggested that Ms 
Kant took out at ground level several of 
the large branches, that were growing 
forward, which would release space for 
some contrasting shrubs. The yew had 
a couple of seeding elders interfering 
with it which needed to come out. It 
would look better, too, I thought, if the 
ivy were stripped from the bark, which 
glows a delicious, rich, oxbiood colour 
in wet weather. 

Towards the back of the shrubbeiy 
there was room for a couple of quiet 
shrubs which would not mind deep 
shade and which would add interest to 
the mix, while fitting in with the pre- 
dominantly 19th-century ambience of 
the planting. I suggested Deadsnea far- 
gesd, with wonderful long pinnate leaves. 
It can be stooled down to keep it at what- 
ever size you want - a useful trait in this 
kind of situation. And - because Ms 
Kant likes hydrangeas and hasn't got any 
- H sargentiana, which has huge paddle 
leaves with the texture of sharkskin. 

For the foreground, the handsome 
mahonia ‘Charity* and either another 
pale-flowered lacecap hydrangea such as 
‘White Wave*, or a flat-tiered viburnum 
such as V plicatum ‘Lanarth'. AM the 


shrubs would need to go into big holes* 
well packed around with good compost 
and bonemeal. And mulched annually. 
This is a hungry, thirsty billet for them. 
But. properly looked after, they will 
cope. And these mo gardeners certainty 
know how to look after plants. 

The least successful section of the 
shrubbeiy is the first bit on the curve 
hy the weeping elm. Ms Kant had tried 
grassing it. so that by miming, they 
might see off the marestail Bill the 
marestail still nourishes, the grass 
doesn't grow because of the shade, and 
it looks inappropriate. The rest of the 
shrubbery is carpeted with ivy. 

I suggested they did away with the 
grass, and tried lenten hellebores, 
putting them in as big plants. Not the 
posh kinds. Tough, cheap ones that will 
flower before the marestail gets its 
head above the ground. In between, 
ferns such as hartstanguc, and the 
marble-leaved Arum itulicum ‘Pietum*. 
The circle inside the cage of weeping 
branches from the elm could be filled 
“solid with autumn-flowering cyclamen. 

As for the rest of the underplanting, I 
would get rid of the hypericum and 
encourage the ivy, by sifting some com- 
post over it during the winter. This will 
please the marestaiL, too. but that can’t 
be helped. Mr Cunneen and Ms Kant will 
have to cut down the most dangerous 
spears and live with the rest. If they 
haven’t managed to kill it over the last 
12 years, they will probably- not do so over 
the next 12. Snowdrops in the ivy. Scil- 
las. too, in the more open sections. And 
more ferns, especially those (such as the 
polypodies) that don’t mind drv situa- 
tions Since the time of the dinosaurs, 
they have learnt to fight for their Lcbcn- 
sraurn against the bullying marestail. 
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gardening 


Heating for 
Conservatory 
or Greenhouse 


Nataiil ifilcai iu pluti k people. 
Vuf ck*«p or mp FREE lo rot. 



* Alpine Sob H«U objects - not rising air. 

* Midnight Sun Store* ounlKthL Re radiates 
only when needed. Flexible modules Iron) C9. 

* Sirocco Cools ■leainy days. Blows & re- 
cycles np to ZSkWh stored ninhni oo demand. 
Warms & dries dank dusks ft drlopy dawns. 
Smart, compact. Heal your house loo? 


Bcockure oa ftHi tMfSI til ISpm. or mire to- 
Tin Vallsy Tools, PKEtFOSt NEA13M. Woolsr 
Hor tHuetbarr land NE7I 6BK. 
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GREAT NEWS 
for GARDENERS 

Colour Illustrated 
Catalogue 

Westfield Road 
Slyfield Industrial 
Estate, Guildford 
Surrey GUI 1RR 


The Cdor Gas Centre 



SUSSEX 
TRUG 
BASKETS 

Traditionally crafted 
from Willow and 
Sweet Chestnut. 
Prices from E123n-£45.00 
tf.g. No F IIS" X ten 
£24.00 Plus £4.50 p&p 
Said S.A.E.fiv dutiiib 

THE TRUG GERY' 

(INI, Coopers Croft, 
Hentmonceux, 

East Sussex BN271QL 
Tel. Fax: 

01X23 832314 


VICTORIAN 
STYLE 
PRODUCTS 

IDEAL FOR GIFTS 



* da town * Ciisl bon 
UANY PRODUCTSTO CHOOSE bora 
+Sra«ets* Tates awfCtare* 
Batrefe 2nd mudi. muchmora. 
Phons NOW tor b FREE Inchre on 
01302 858003 
ALPHA PRODUCTS 
DeuKSfiATdMRsafl. DoESSaDWIQe 


rk^rar-i^L c 




GARDEN TRACTORS 

ask lor a demcmiraflon of^ Idhect ccflacTmt pw 

Turtwco, C £999 to 


PETROL LAWNMOWERS 

Htad or rear Rdarpushaid aalf preptfed 

flfadifc suit tat ai appltealksM 

from £99 jbs to tlOfm 



VACUUM SWEEPERS 

up isawa and Hiatt oonf 9n houta and jpidai 

£749 to 


from 


wapsd inDV -as smXqjG up loaras, uireiKi 

briheBxnpodtieap 

£499 to ' 


from 



To advertise in this 
section please call the 

Gardening Team 
on 0171 293 2323/2344. 



Cuttings 


Michael Prestage j 




I n the appropriate surrounding; of Stamford’s 18th-centuxy 
assembly rooms and theatre, I finally caught up with Emma 
this week. The film, that is, not the television series. Rather a 
blunt-edged script, it seemed, with some extraordinary added 
anachronisms. The oddest were the strawberries. The 
scriptwriters transposed the strawberry-piddng scene from 
Mr Knightley’s kitchen garden (in the book it is a fabulously, 
wicked episode, with Mrs Elton lauding ‘Hautbois’ as the 
only strawberry worth eating) to a wood. That’s fair enough. 
Except that in a wood you don’t get strawberries the size of 
die supermarket ‘Cambridge Favourite’ which the cast were 
feeding each other in close-up. And if Gwyneth Paltrow had 
to do a •‘He loves me, he loves me not” sequence with 
daisies studding the lawn at her home, the director should 
have shot the scene at daisy time (not difficult) rather than 
stud the foreground with vast white marguerites instead. For 
the real thing read Mavis Batey’s new book Jane Austen ami 
the English Landscape (Bain Elms, £19.99). 


lia h m 

miles west of Siockbridge Jff tteMm 'T* 

; Dumber and front ^o sZmte Z Wr’ 1 ' 1 ''''' 
holding a pottety sale nn7 and S * 


Anna Pavord 


J im Keeling of the Whichford Pottery has arranged a 
series of winter sales which start at the end of November. 
All gardeners know that the Third Law of 
Thermodywhatnot says that there is always room for one 
more pot in the garden. If you are feeling excessively 
altruistic you could buy some to give away as Christinas 


Tl _Alll Oli'AtlK IX 

Free Seed Offer 

of anaaonal publicity Sorrv. Ilnlxj — ... 


xfisi£Lu : 


A - . VafllCl 

As part of a national publicity Snm, . i 
campaign to introduce a new hou^hoM^ pack P" 
line of gardening books and JJS*! 10 ** and object to 
videos, publishereCameU S3 ! bMm - 
are offering an readers a fr** i ool a,l J on , 30th November 

padk ofCotrage Garden Seeds dovi.».« 1 P P , ^ ,,ons on a 
-a superb mixture of several pJ ! c ard » Canie fi Ltd, 
varieties ideal for patches in Alr^ 5^2? 9,’ fcr * Road, 
beds, borders and CSSK C07 sa^ C ° lcIw!4ter ’ ^ 




I n tiie ground^ iff .1 numlvr 
tiy hmisir hidcK hti>Hy.*5se.xce\ffiVi-s 
die gi-Umg the fh.iru.v ht in put the 
Lucm hue m n«rpirarc ho^itaUtvr iTr.u 
uiKbLiiinil puiMtit. slkVfiuojjt- iimUhijf 
R cccntW. lur iiM.ukv. executives Yumi 
Uk Cx'Utttttir.ic.iihMix vfiiffir Ertcvvou 
were abkr wap Juis}fitf¥iF iurts and 
fxiwer dtCAit:^ Un ic:n j> and •tttulvhqlx 
and Utc ih.nwc fr» ti\ Hu- •'t tlk- 

( -Will* - 1«*.‘ /Aw" 

lhe HHC programuu-. miw 1 m it. 1 
Jmii year. I*;v> unde friaUit!-.- 

tmtvctvdly t > A'Hien«s I -.>(l. fiow'c.ilU. 
1 lit ntgh. the itwtv.^un; jHipultuilv m! 
xueb vw'nis muuvs ,u a nmc wifr-*- 
IOUT IVitjik' -lie fr.amtir ikin ,ih«- 
tlwir u^l* on fiff-nn w ir 

laiwiNopt tot akls a:, nhffnnsvi: 
qu.hl bikes 

A sh.trtjjjc iff trained du-ufHloK- 
bin wen tin'll valiu mui. Al ,1 Trvnv 
ancticHt u Svttttybfrditi-. nt*arTirv,.?u 
l\*VWs», lJ U NVC.h: .lucttonc.l 

mcttu.lm^ t*«e that r*\irnrd n rv<»in 
pticc in Utit.im i«l r.'.fdkt. 

Mcnou Owen |vim« 'di,‘rpiU-*j 
iiiallmg' « lUAvar-iiirf. inlfrW.ryj , 
nadtffon started H hn -■uaniUaihV-i 
H»> father iff ifit' L'.idfai 

**»•« in Walcv | ^sr in 


pioblcm with ilouig 
cvuniv” Merit ut u*m.trk> M U twlfr 
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David Walker strides out from Arnside in Cumbria 
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From Amsido, walk along the water’s edge, dodging anglers' rods and tack 


PHOTOGRAPH: PETEK LOMAS 


T he Albion sits on a commanding donoer in the small Cum- 
brian town of Arnside and in fine weather the place to 
be is outside, gazing across the expanse of the Kent River 
to the Lakeland heights beyond -it’s extraordinary how 
different the view becomes when there is acre upon acre of estu- 
arial mud in the foreground 

But enough of views - a salient fact is that the Albion is a 
Thwaites pub. Thwaitesof Blackburn is oneof the reasons beer 
drinkers in this corner of the North West are still well off for 
choice, although ifs a' lot less than it used to be. Once, the white- 
washed inn. shabbily comfortable inside, looked over the water 
to Diversion, home of the great Lake District brewer Hartley's. 

If s from the dinky promenade in front of the Albion, with 
plenty of parking space, that our walk starts. Arnside was once 
a railhead. Coal steamers unloaded on the pier for rail con- 
nections inland via Camforth. Trains still stop but the pier, 
washed. away and rebuilt several times, is now just a small jetty. 

Ifs a quiet place. Excitement is provided by tourists who have 
ignored the hooter and all the signs, and have got themselves 
into danger from the fast-rising tides that daily transform the 
Kent estuaiy from a sandy haunt of gulls and guillemots into 
a wide and choppy inlet of the sea. 

We are going in a circle - so you can do this walk in reverse 
order if you like. With the Albion at your back, dodge- the 
anglers' rods and tack along the water's edge; first follow a path, 
ihen walk along the high water line. (If the water realty is high 
you will need to clamber, up the bank and walk parallel to die 
shore, through the oak and beech.) • 

Haifa mile or so round the shore - ifs fun for twitchers. since 
the sea fowl are various - you reach New Bams. Either.follow 
the coast, though the path can be muddy, or take a track on 
the left which seems to be leading into a caravan park. It does, 
but the saving grace is the way the caravans are screened by 
rrees. The path soon leads into dense woods and. bearing right, 
a hundred yards or so on from the edge of the caravanserai, 
you open out at the shore, again at White Creek and pick up 
the path along the coast 

For a mile or so the walk is a delight: wide seascapes on one 
side, views across to Walnev Island to the north west and as far 


as Heysham to the south. Consult the tide tables. When the 
water is up, it laps at the foot of the low cliffs. When it is low, 
it reveals acres of sand and furrowed marsh seeming to stretch 
across Morecambe Bay to the northern shore. (Yes. there is a 
path, but the local papers lovingly record the deaths of those 
who foiled to follow it in the company of the accredited guides.) 

Over the cliff edge, the pine boughs twist and curL Once they 
were handholds for marauding Scots who were raiding this coast 
for cattle as late as the mid 17th century. 

Blow, another caravan park (at Ear Arnside) - a vista of 
flounced curtain and chintz suites prompting the unoriginal 
reflection that to some people a holiday consists of attempting 
to recreate the minutiae of the circumstances of home. 

Continue through the Ear Arnside hamlet, cross the road and 
cut diagonally across the next two fields to join a path running 
under Middlebarrow to the old piel (or peel, the local spelling 
is various) tower - an anti-Scots device erected in the 14th cent- 
ury. From the form at the foot of the tower, the track leads up 
to the road running between Silverdale and Arnside that you 
.crossed half a mile back. 

A hundred or so yards along in the Arnside direction, over- 
looked on the left by a steep cliff, a footpath sign directs you 
up and over a stile info the pretty woodland that surrounds the 
Knott. Ifs National ‘Bust land, well cared for. 

It is a fair climb up to the top of the Knott, just over 500ft 
inside 400 yards, but it is worth the effort, for it offers a magni- 
ficent view across southern Lakeland. Once a fat wedge of 
Lancashire stretched all the way up over the River Kent into 
southern Lakeland and across to Barrow-in -Furn ess. Nowadays, 
part of Cumbria, it lies before you - the villas of Ulverston, the 
meadows at the foot of Backbarrow, the Kent narrowing on the 
way to KendaL lb your right the heights of Yorkshire, and ahead 
a glimpse of the crags around Scafell. 

A path leads to the left down into Arnside, hitting the road 
just above a big residential home. Either follow the road back 
down to the Albion, or a steepish path back to the water's edge. 
Hungry? The baker’s next to the pub on its commanding cor- 
ner site has a small cafe attached - their home-baked pies are 
much recommended. 
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■ From the Albion car park walk along the 
water’s edge (if tide is too high clamber up the 
bank) to New Barns. 

•Proceed to White Creek either round coastal 
path or inland through caravan park. 

•Take coastal path to Far Arnside - and consult 
tide limtables first. 

• Once through the hamlet, cross road and take 
path diagonally through two fields to the old piel 
tower. 

•Join road to .Arnside and after a hundred yards 
veer off on footpath to the Knott. A path leads 
down left on to road to Arnside. Follow this road 
back to the Albion. 



Duff 

Hart- Davis 

The discovery 
that compost 
may have 
therapeutic 
powers has 
astonished 
scientists 


A nyone with a garden 
knows how to make 
compost. But w ho can 
turn "green" waste material 
into a product with an 
extraordinary natural power 
to suppress plant diseases 
such us club-root in brass icas. 
brown roi in potatoes ami 
red cure in strawberries'.’ 

The answer is Eco-Sci. a 
small company based in 
Exeter. .Although barely 
three years old. the firm has 
established itself as a pioneer 
of composting techniques in 
the United Kingdom, and has 
stumbled on a fact w hich may 
prove of global significance. 

The discover that compost 
has therapeutic powers 
astonished the firm’s 
scientists. It emerged from 
field trials in which crops 
treated with compost not only 
grew faster hut also seemed 
more resistant to disease. 
Maize, for instance, produced 
leaves double the normal 
size, bigger cobs, and stems 
less prone to topple o\cr. 

Nobody yet understands 
quite why the compost is so 
effective. Laboratoiy research 
is in progress both at Eco-Sci 
and at Exeter University, with 
back-up work going on at the 
government's Central Science 
Laboratory; hut tests have yet 
fo establish whether the 
compost contains chemicals 
or organisms which arc 
actually killing harmful 
bacteria, or whether, by' 
promoting rapid root growth 
and thicker cell walls, it is 
merely furnishing plants with 
belter resistance to disease. 

Eco-Sci's raw material - 
20,000 tons a year - comes 
from gardens and municipal 
parks in Devon, and the 
handling of it is an 
impressive operation. A 
large mobile shredder tours 
four collection situs and 
reduces greai heaps of 
branches, shoots, leaves and 
grass to a coarse pulp. As 
each load goes into the 
spinning flails of its jaws, the 
machine gives an angry 
nimble, loud as thunder, and 
spews out pieces of wood to 
a distance of 60 or 70 yards. 

The pulp is then laid out in 
tapered windrows or banks, 
four metres wide at the base 
and 50 metres long. There it 
remains for about three 
months, cooking gently, 
having its temperature taken 
once a week and being 
turned by a special machine 
every fortnight or so. 
depending on how wet or dry 
the weather has been. 

Finally it is put through a 


screen, which separates out 
undigested lumps, and the 
good stuff goes on to a big 
pile, under cover, to mature. 
By then it looks and smells 
like fine, diy earth. 

The company has beuun 
marketing West Counirv 
Compost at a retail price of 
about £2.45 for a 5l Mitre 
bag. Yet Eco-Sci’s main 
income is derived front 
receiving raw material in the 
first place. 

Problems of wasio- 
disposal arc already acute, 
and Devon local authorities 
pay a substantial gate-fee tnr 
every ton of ivaste dumped 
at Eco-Sei's sites. In the view 
of Tom Young, the 
company’s managing 
director, “there is soon 
going to be a desperate 
shortage of holes in the 
ground", and he believes 
that the eost of dumping 
rubbish, now £20 a ton tn 
many areas, will double u\cr 
the next few years. 

Professional compost - 
making is thus pressured by 
an urgent need for 
innovation, and Eco-Sci is 
experimenting with new 
methods of processing 
ordinary household waste in 
giant plastic bags known as 
Ecu- pods. Domestic rubbish 
arrives at its depot in 
Plymouth by the Lruck-loud. 
In' theory, the garbage has 
already been sorted by 
householders into organic 
and non-organic categories, 
hut the heap I saw being 
handled, under a swarm of 
gulls, contained many choice 
allegedly- putreseible items 
such as loudspeakers, 
vacuum cleaners and pairs 
of trainers. 

With these removed In' 
hand, the bulk goes into a 
shredder-scruncher, and 
thence is carried by conveyor 
belt tn a rotary trommel 
screen, whichseparates out 
any surviving pieces 25mm 
or more across. The fine 
material, known as 
feedstock, is loaded by a self- 
propelled sluffer into a prod 
- a tube of heavy-duty green 
plastic 10ft in diameter. 

As the stuffer creeps 
forward, the pod gradually 
extends and fills like a giant 
sausage. At its maximum 
length of 60 metres, one unit 
can hold 2U0 tons, and it has 
numerous advantages over 
open-air systems. Not only 
does it contain smells, dust 
and potential leakage; 
because temperature is 
accurately controlled by air 
blown through the pocL the 
process of decomposition is 
accelerated, finishing within 
eight to 12 weeks. The 
compost which emerges 
cannot be sold to gardeners, 
because it may contain chips 
of glass: but it is perfectly 
adequate for landscaping 
over fillcd-in sites. 

So the race is on to recycle 
everything that can be saved, 
to dump as little as possible 
in the ground Yet it is 
compost's natural ability to 
fight plant disease which 
most excites Eco-Sci's staff. 

Already they have 
conducted field trials in 
Hungary and India, and on 
Thursday two senior 
executives returned from an 
exploratory visit to Egypt. 
There, it is hoped, their 
breakthrough may prove a 
decisive factor in the battle 
against brown roL which has 
become endemic in the 
country's vital potato crop. 


Corporate hospitality - a dog’s life 

Michael Prestage goes sheepdog trialling to relieve executive stress 



I n the grounds of a number of coun^ 

I tty house hotels, business executives 
I are getting the chance to try out the 
latest line in corporate hospitality: that - 
most rural pursuit, sheepdog trialling. 
Recently, for instance, executives from 
the communications giant Ericsson 
were able to swap burin ess suits. and 
power dressing for jeans and sweatshirts 
and the chance to tty the reality of the. 
BBC’s One Man And His Dog. 

The BBC programme, now in its 
20th year, has made sheepdog trialling 
universally recognised. Ironically, 
though, the increasing popularity of 
such events comes at a time when 
fewer people are training dogs and 
their use on farms is diminishing as 
farmers opt for such aids as motorised 
quad bikes. 

A shortage of trained sheepdogs 
has seen their value soar. Al a recent' 
auction at Sennybridge, near Brecon, 
Powys, 90 dogs were auctioned, 
m including one that reached a reconf 
price in Britain of £2,600. 
up. Merion Owen began sheepdog 
7 trialline as a 10-year-old, following a 
tradition started by his grandfather. 
His father is still one of the leading 
dog trainers in Wales. “I see no 
problem with doing, .corporate; 
events,” Merion remarks. “It helps 
make trialling more popular, and 


. gives'an insight into what goes on.” 

■ And ri), stood in a field in the 
= grounds of Puckrup Hall Hotel near 

Tfewkesbury, Gloucestershire, Erics- 
son’s finest took it in turns to shout the 
commands that guided the border coE 
Besiramed by former Wslsh champion 
Merion Owen, himself a past com- 
petitor on the BBC programme. 

Working on the farm, Merion 
. would mainly use whistled commands 
. to his dogs as they set about tending 
his flock of sheep. For the corporate . 
- : ' Cbents, four verbal commands suffice: 

. .“bye” to send the dog clockwise, 

" “away” for anti-clockwise, “stand "to 
. . stop; and "walk". 

Eccentrically, a course has also . 
been arranged through which three 
ducks are- guided. It includes a cross- 
roads, a water chute and negotiating 
- a set of gates before the ducks are 
herded into a box. This is not as dif- 
ficult as it may sound: the ducks are 
-practically tame and were raised on 
--Merion’s farm at Camarthen, West 
Wiles. However, that most clients suc- 
ceed hi their task owes more to the. ' 
drill of the dogs and the advice of 
Merion. Yet* still brings a sense of 
"achievement^ V. 

"Merion said: A It would be quite dif- 
: ficuIt to let clients try on their own, 
but some are good. Women tend to 



Canine stress-reliever 

be better because they listen before- 
hand and take advice. Some of the 
men think they know it all already ” 
He admitted that the three dogs he 
regularly uses know the course and 
will sometimes do the right thing even 
if given the wrong command. Al busy 
times they can be going through their 
paces at two or three events a week. 


As one happy participant said, 
while clutching his shepherd’s crook: 
“This is really good. It is not some- 
thing I would have the chance to do 
anywhere else and it is amazing to see 
how well the dog responds to the com- 
mands. even if you have uo real idea 
what you're doing.” 

Merion puts on similar displays at 
game shows; it was at a show in 
Oxford two years ago that he was 
spotted by Adrian Brown, an organ- 
iser of corporate events, who saw an 
opening for the attraction. 

“The days when you could get 
away with just offering good food and 
drink are over.” Mr Brown explained. 
“People want to uy something dif- 
ferent and we have to keep coming up 
with new ideas. The sheepdog trials 
are fun, but also give people an 
insight into the skills involved” 

He said the added idea of using 
ducks was not only practical, but 
made the whole event something of 
a novelty. People could have a laugh. 
And to dare nobody has declined to 
tty - an important consideration 
when one recent client was paying 
£55,000 a day for the package that 
included hotel and dinner. 

Forma re details about sheepdog events 
call 01267290282 


THE INDEPENDENT 

2 Miniature jw. 

Standard Hibiscus 

for only £25.95 — inc. p&p 
These showy shrubs are grafted on to 

stems 60cm tall, the shrub itself forming nfjsB®8§5 

a bushy head on top of the stem. Equally I 

at home in the border or in patio planters, 

all they need is a sunny spot to do well. J 

They come into leaf around late May and 

flower during September/October giving a EjSSs® 

glorious display of bloom right up to the •* V * ? 

Our offer Is for two of these . 

, : Please send me Cd lociionro Hibiscus £ £25.5 5 each ! 

Spectacular ShrubS. ' Choice rf Colour: Blue | j PinkiTt] While i ; j 

Kh , 1 enclose mv chequaPO {address on bacM made payable to: 
ChOOSe from blue, pink or white. . Newspaper Publstwg IND673. Of please dobil my Access.' I 


Coltxaionlsl Hibiscus £ £25.95 each! 


How to order 

S Spalding <017751 762345 for 
enquiries and 24 hour credit card 
order service OR fill in coupon 
quoting your Access/Vfea/ Mastercard 
number or send wrth crossed cheque/ 
pn. NO CASH please. to: 

THE INDEPENDENT 'HIBISCUS’ OFFER. 
P.O. BOX 50, SPALDING, 
LINCOLNSHIRE. PE11 3SX 
We defiver to addresses m the U-K. only. 
Otter subject to availaUity. 

PI uase alow 14 - 21 days tor dd Ivory. 


. Vsa.'Mastorcard account with trie Stmt ot £ 

1 My card number is: 

1 BS 2 - ; ! i > iT 

Please use BLOCK CAPITALS. Expiry date . 

| Name , iMr‘Mre. i Mis3-'Msl 

! Address . 


Ptatendp I 

Signature . . J 

lOrdcnitQ. THS INDEPENDENT HIBISCUS' OFFER. 

: PO BOA SO. SPALDING. LINCOLNSHIRE. PE11 3SX. | 

: i Pfe»o uck tnii Den if you do not to nxwvo future maAniK 

X j trcxn NEWSPAPER PUBLISHINGS PtC. or from compann 
’ • ACfrWiJ try N EWSPAPER KtoUSHINSS PLC. 1NDG73 

5*9- In Ep^jUmd 1 PWSC; Ntm-jxxm Putifcjwg pfc 
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overseas, uk 
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TakeOff 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 
1 I TakeOff 1 


Because we think the wo 

current best buys on {be world's finest airlines 




{excl. taxes) 

SYDNEY 

PERTH 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

SAIGON 

TOKYO 

DELHI 


m *21 tctnm 
lent 

£347 £529 
£329 £514 
£354 £609 
£235 £396 
£275 £431 
£242 £399 
£275 £495 
£327 £556 
£267 £495 
£198 £341 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

FLORIDA 

lds amgeles 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

CARIBBEAN 

MEXICO CITY 

MANILA 


enemy return 
«9R 

£122 £165 
£129 £199 
£159 £235 
£217 £256 
£158 £256 
£256 £256 
£138 £214 
£175 £242 
£252 £374 
£274 £457 


TRAIL 


r J taft IU v mC 1 V 

,t Etc KIU.'VI i K 


JOHANNESBURG £199 £385 
CAPETOWN £199 £479 


ERS >4- 


HARARE 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 

CAIRO 

AMSTERDAM 

GENEVA 


019 £495 
£197 £329 
£197 £329 
£145 £242 
£55 £59 
£99 £99 


BJROSTAH TO PARK rtn £59 

AROUND THE WORLD £609 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


CHRISTMAS SHOPPING SPECIAL 

Visit the Mall of America 
Return flights to Minneapolis £279* 
including 2 nights first class accommodation 

'price per person when 2 people travel - twin share 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £36 • USA £31 • AFRICA £37 * PACIFIC £42 - ASIA £34) 

USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH AMERICA DfflECTQRY ON 0171*938 3939 


Ail ojr shops are open hton-Sa! S-6p(n * Thurs until 7pm * Sun lO-6pm 




.. CRISES. 







ftr the real lowduwn on worldwide 
travel, Trailfinders is yoor we step 
travel stop. 

ThrOfinders offers more low cost 
flights to more desfinaflons than 
anyone. Experts In airfares stece 
1970, we can taBor-mata yoorrefy 
awn package with op to 65% discount 
on holds and car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TfiAILFINDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 01 7t -933 3939 ANYTIME 


JT0L1458 WK MTA69781 


194 Kensington Wgh ‘S’SLg 3 7RG 

215 Kensington Higti Steel ‘ 

Transatlantic & European: 0171-93/ sow 

42-50 Earls Court Road * g 

Long Haul Flights: 0171-938 3386 

22-24 The Priory Queensway • BlFMNGWM 64 bBS 
Worldwide Flights: 0121-236 1234 

48 Com Street • 

Worldwide Flights: 0117-929 9000 

254-284 Sauchlehall Street • 6IA ^ m 
worldwide Flights: 0141-353 2224 

58 Deansgate • MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
Worldwide FUghts: 0161^M6M9 
First & BusinegCteg_Wj39343^^^ 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


people think 



5' 

D 


— -with 

Campus 

travel 

We speciaiiso in iC'.v cost tra.vl 
for students and young peop'e 
[providing support in over *50 cff.css 
throughout the world 


TELEPHONE BOOKINGS 
LONDON -OP&I 7 DAYS 
WORLDWIDE 0171 730 8711 

EUROPE 0171 730 3402 

NORTH AMERICA 0171730 2101 

BRISTOL 0117 929 2494 

EDINBURGH 0131 668 3303 

MANCHESTER 0161 2731721 

GLASGOW 0141 553 1818 


•14 BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 
AND OPEN SUNDAYS 10.00-16.00 
AT 52 GPOSVcNOR CARDENS 
/Victoria Oi, 

LONDON SvVl'.V OAG 

rrrrrt 



70KNIQM0NIKAI 97194 


NOW AVAILABLE 

1*1! 


■ i it 1. V'-X-iuj 


www.CDmpustravel.co.uk,'' 


ROUND THE WORLD 


LONDON/ 
BANGKOK/ 
SYDNEY/ 
LOS ANGELES/ 
LONDON 


We provide a ful range 
of services for youth and 
student trawten. indudng 
sintraantes passes, 
travel insurance. low cost 
accommodatiociarhifB, 
Cards, adventure tan rv_ 



UEST Worldwide 


Flights Worldwide R;jj rroc: Around the World 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

AUCKLAND 

NAIROBI 

HARARE 

JOVUBG 

DUBAI 


MfS DELHI 029 

SS7 HONG BONG *29 

M3 BANGKOK 355 

329 SINGAPORE 445 

SOB LANGELES IW 

399 NEW YORK 2#9 

219 TORONTO 245 



You'd have to look hand 
to find a smaller fare. 



AMSTERDAM from 
BELFAST from 
BERGEN from 
BRUS SELS from 
DUBLIN from 

EDINBURGH from 

GLASGOW from 


LEEDS BRAD FORD from 

NICE from ' 

PALMA from 
PARIS from 

PRAGUE from 

TEESSlDE from 

ZURICH from 

Aetum fare from London 
vAatKt mu iaai travel agent w 


£79 return 
£65 return 
£145 return 
C74 return 
£69 return 

£58 return 

return 


£77 return 
£149 return 
£149 return 
£79 return 
£164 return 
£88 return 
£99 return 
Heathrow, 
call I« details on 



5 54 5 54 or 
0345 1 FLY BM 


flrtf Brittsh Midland 

The Airline for Europe 



* STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


itntr Cmdam «wy on #oe sum and m-^wfei^qaWviHH. stteMed Hgtai Hand nntr 
Paris £59 f Athens £119 j LsAagehs £219 £ Hoag Kong £459 

Amsterdam £67 : Romoe £132 : Tfaronta £216 j Kanfai £385 

Copenhagen £92 | New York £182 l Delhi 045 \ Mexkn 055 

Geneva 06 j Boston £188 ; Bngkofc BS5 ! tiorieJuara £309 

Barcelona £108 ■ Washington £168 5 Singapore £414 F Brisbane £550 

ROUND THE WORLD; FROM £589 


SKI SPECIAL: FROM £19? PER WEE K 


EUROPE: 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE: 0171 361 6262. 0161 834 0668 (Manebsto) 
i ACCOMMODATION * CAR HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 3G1 8160 
; 117 Enstoa Road NW1, 86 OU Brampton Ed 5W7, □ Goodge 9 WT, London. mmmtb 

5TA TUYEL WTOUtAIMW IEQDE5T USE 071 MS HM 5|yj 


lOMXIM, IMKHE57BL GUSGOIT. UOi, OXKMO, GUfSHDG& MOTH. MfGOTtM _ STA TRAVEL 


PllPili 



p^lSSSw :i 

i» wotldw.de »|| JSA tmuA uOROn Stt 

ISRAEL Cl £9 TKxIUMJ 
1 £299 SPA1H ... >54 


Iron, mcludnc 
leverylhir.q tiom 1 - S cc:om 

101 865 - 48144411 1919 


AiRl 


iR TICKETS 

WIRECh 


FANTASTIC SAVINGS «a accommodation worWwkk 
GREAT SAVINfiS on Car tflro, iBaorance & Car Paridi 



EUROPE 


Paris fr. £76 
Geneva £96 

Zurich £96 

Amsterdam £77 
Madrid £108 
Copenhagen £136 
Berlin £128 

Brussels £88 


INSURANCE 1 wk £14.00 I INSURANCE 2 wks £32.00 I INSURANCE 2 nks £30.00 


New York fr.£&66 
S. Fran d sco £287 
Orlando £239 
Boston £218 
Washington £218 
Us Vegas. £293 
LOS Angeles £267 
Toronto £288 


Sydney ft 

Bombay 

Bangkok 

Jo'burg 

Abu Dhabi 

Nairobi 

Dubai 

Hong Kong 


■ON 830m-i 
TIES &SOM-; 


ALL FARES SL3JECT TO AVA!LA3ILITY At, 3 TAXES 


WEDS-7MJBS BMm-JMfU 

Ff8 &JBaor-&OOpB 


MT 330m- 4.1 
SUM ULOOm-2 


S* 0990 


FLIGHTSEATS 


Qc The Red Sea 

m 




Daily Scheduled 
Services 

4 x Glasgow £Z 9 
4 x Edinburgh £29 
3 x Aberdeen £29 
1 x Inverness £29 
3 x Amsterdam £35 
1 x Nice £49 

l x Barcelona £49 

Single, from, excl. Tax. 

Do not require a Saturday night stay. 

From London Luton airport 

easy Jet 

Call 01582 44 S5 SS anytime 

ATOL 4osj 

★ USA AND 
CANADA * 


Amsterdam 


OW HTN 

£42 £67 
234 348 
BbmbayfDrihf 219 366 
Boston 88 165 
DubSn 29 58 

HongKong 287 471 
LA/San Fran 88 224 
Munich 51 101 
Paris 33 67 

Sydney 400 691 
Washington 88 176 

TraEnathchilad Some tares 



284 Potawf Steel, Oxford Ctais 
London WV 306 

Europe 0171-2873337 
Wortdnde 0171-4377767 

Tlmn7.fl]pnSaiM0BiRUA» 


Capitaimijs 

npfN IDA1LY TILL LATC 


01 71-209 4000 


GATWICK 

AIRPORT 

Parking. £2.25 per 
day, undercover avail. 
Secure. 24 hr shuttle 
coach. Call Transtorc 
01293 772244. 


■ Lowest Lam uiv 

• Best Ltuiraiw (rar* ’ i* 

av.ltpn 

m Round-Tho-WiUonl 
gji*j>aEtang E«co*t5 
APPLE WOSLD TRAVEL 
TouIh ^ ortm ,8c«>e«J»‘» 

01202 314499 - 

Haot *a».x at xtvt. «L'^'tYS 

LOW COST FUGHTS AnwBJghl 
01527 5248 IB. MoreSW 3an>«|»m 

OtSCOUNT FLIGHTS WOBUWlOE 
Ttavar tnsuraocn Has 2 5V 
Wingspan OrSl -WT 8037 T95K 

NAIROBI JuLAug dot. scot tnaS 
mEJTnow AWBBOKERS 0990 
661 532 ATOL 3765 

USA /CARIBBEAN ovor Xmas B 
N.Y stfO avaU.DotoiHo seal avail 
AtHBROKERS 0990 SGI&32 ATOL 
37B5 


* 8 


Caribbean 


j i r Travel p I C 


* Toronto 


♦ Montreal 


ALL HOLIDAYS ANS CRUISES WITH HAMtO ACCOM. h vJ . 'H' . i L'M I 

All prices inclusive of a. tax and transfers 
Travel insurance and car hire also available 

^ 0171 813 1833 ? T '> L : £?, & T?" 7™^ 


01476 574111 


ICARUS FLIGHTS 

FU6HTPHCE5R 
FARO 59 RALMA 59 

MALAGA 59 GJSCE 95 

AUCANIE 55 MALM 89 

TENERFE 79 TURKEY 99 

LANZAROTE 79 ITALY 99 

Mmr o*w DasflnaNons ovofcble 
<*o cor wo/txumco. 
BookhgWntefNow 
01476 514666 aioc 40« 

ICARUS TRAVEL UD 


from £148 * Atlanta ftwnCMQ 


from £1*6 * Washington fromfinO 


** SPECIAL Of fcR ** 

ORLANDO £189 


Ow 55 destmatkins In the USA «f Canada. 


n'OSLD'.VIDS 0171 62S 7S5C 


i Cairo 225 Ban^ok 325m 
[ Lagos 350 Shgapore 389 J 
\NakA 329 Manfa 429JJ 
iJbtay 349 Sydney 399* 

NnMvfc 188 MM*ig*jn2»9 S 
I AoBgoa 269 Orieido fflfi* 
\ Otago 30S Baton 199 £ 
'L Agates »amate 199* 


;w| mePiCAlB roZxmgix 

dmcfjX 1SS* ami .Ipannu tIVIgnM -An. fr.m zj: f LAW* prr.rrt, 

. MMi. ptuL taut, rWrovnnoj umrar.ft. 

Jt&ttyidKApItfdtiamr mnJMl tujtiTjj* *>r^ 
litiari imp**} jfctf izvajXr (, t jjilay 1 1 ivL V*.‘ Vj- ■».’ 
fjrtdl Nutt imi rW««r ttrxhn * . 4i' 

01962 71 1014 Fax 0195:711004. 

Worldwide Fliidilquoie. onv iimc. amrbcc. Fiw. t-'hih. F.ivmmn 
ATOL 44 ST 


* Boston 

from £199 

* PhBaddpMa 

from 1210 

* Data 

fromS242 

* Las Vegas 

from Z2C3 



British Virein 
“ Islands Chib 

t Luxurious vBsswdh pooh 
? and setet* honte on sedud- 
^ ed Qn&bean idanek 
C a brochure telephone: 
[01932 220477 

ytnp^/www.vcttouii/vilas/ 
IvhtonlUdqiiUd 
f MTAViMl tldMfftD 




Sailing Holidavs 

CARIBBEAN 
& BAHAMAS 


r- I® 

Eclipse 


^ 0990329326 


0pcre8am8pm Mon-Fa 9am-5pm Sat 10am-5pm Sun. 


i Amtatita H TWAt if 148 1 
I Pads 79 Axtepnt 145 j 
\UakU BAn 109 J 
i Wb atoo do Oty Breaks ■ 
• m*MX£Mvua£-Mxmmu 1 
1 mimarauffiHSfORmoiBB ' 


JETLINE 


I SP— I N '-49 USA !■ 169 

PORTl.'GAL 79 CSRIiotJK 1SS 

ISRAEL 99 AFRICA \iO 

ChEECE 93 CAVACA 173 

TURKEY :49 ISOIA 235 

CYPRUS ’-49 FAR EAST 2®f! 

MID. EAST ISO AUSTRALIA S95 



Hirkey 




2 '.vK'.s N.ghvS inclusive 

CALI NOW FOR JAN 97 
SPECIAL OFTER3 

Tor brochure cal! 

01705 222 222 

A 21 hours 

IJSunsail 


I0UWIH 


SBffny TURKEY t S97 broenura out 
now. DtocovoratMghttuUy (tffgr- 
oni Turkey, away mm the main- 
stream, wttti our unique range of 
j rural coltagoa, villas wtlh prhrala 
pooh and bfomfly hotais. Plus on 
HoxSri* wandering pro ff Buer w . 
j apodal Interest hofidaye, gukH 
I «id _ Istanbul city BARBADOS WEST COAST. I a s 


Office Hours Won-Frl OMO-1730 

La»AV44te1 u? tin 


braaksPtaaaM cdl fftai 995 9323 
ASIA Vt 337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


bedroomad accomodation 
phono,** 01253 8991 S2. 


IVavel 
times 
from £ 


many 
you like 
a year. 


Norfolk 


With our annual travel insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of hips. To enrol, call between 
8am and 8pm Monday to Friday 
quoting reference INQ2. jj gj j gjg 

0800700737 

Insurance 


Ml NOTE L 


THREE NIGHTS FOR THE PRICE 
OF TWO WHEN YOU STAY WITH 
MEMOTEL WITHIN EAST ANGLIA 


Certjtnc»rfaraixj «nd cOgHHOty llmlrartrow ippty- 
Wk* Tmn and CoaUOam are avattaUron raqaeri. 


Insurance 

Services 



^ K © 




CURRENT DIRECT SPECIALS 


NEW YORK £173 S. FRISCO £275 MAI»S) £99 ZURCH £99 
LANSOE5 £275 TORONTO £225 GENEVA £99 MIAN £109 
SYDNEY CMARTER 02 DEC 3 WK E449 / 09 DEC 2 WK £499 


:OVP~iTiVc -A-ES TG ALL V.OSLCWiD: i =L=0=E4N DrSTiTLAT ONS 


Far frltndly, alflciant sarvlca call , 

0171 482 0414 


TRAVEL DESIGNS, 


LOWEST 

PREMIUMS 

• 

HIGHEST QUALITY 

COVER 



If you want to enjoy a first class break in picturesque East Anglia, why not take advantage of the special 3 nights for 

the price of 2 deal being offered by Minotel Great Britain. 

Each Minotel hotel offers first class accommodation at a competitive price, combined with the personal attention only 

available from smaller hotels. 

The Minotel hotels loca ted in East Anglia are: 

THE PARK HOTEL, DISS - Tbl: 01379 642244 

THE GEORGIAN HOUSE H OTEL , NORWICH - Teh 01603 615655 

BRANDON HOUSE HOTEL, THETFORD - Tel: 01842 810171 

HOTEL WROXHAM, WROXHAM - Tel: 01603 782061 

LIFE BOAT INN, THORNHAM - Tel: 01485 512236 

THE SIR ALFRED MUNNINGS HOTEL, MENDHAM - Tel: 01379 852358 

Please remember to quote the Independent when making a booking to ensure you benefit from the special deal. Offer available until Zlst March 1997 


WEST NORFOLK 


0171 636 1551 



AVIATION WORLD 


Norfolk 



Norfolk 


taaMvMkMiay 


10171 224 4884 


LOW COST FLIGHTS i 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NWZEALMD SOUTH AMERICA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST ; 
MfiXXf EAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 

a TRAVEL n 1 
__lP171 -490 149Q AS 


itaimiCiadiyrBMlni: 

fcokCndixMl*; J 

^awMir iate n iiy 

QBaMibw. 


LUDHAM MARINE 
-WOMACK WATER 

Dcdy end weekly hire of 
fully equipped embers. 
See Ihe broods BJQfed the 
broods, canfrcSy located 
for beautiful Northern Rivera 

TEL: 01692678322 


Enjoy pretty villages sot amongst gently 
rolling farmland and an unspoilt coastline 
which is a haven for wildlife. Downham 

Market is a gateway to the tranquil 
waterways and dear horizons of the Fens, and 
stately homes - including royal Sandringham 
- abbeys, castles and windmills. 

From Hunstanton’s wide beaches to 
King's Lynn's fascinating maritime history. 
West Norfolk has it all. 

For your free brochure, contact: 

T I C (IT), The Town Hall, 
Hunstanton, Norfolk PE36 GBQ. 

Tel: 01485 532610 


2 Treat you and your family to a relaxing break f 
^ at the Suzkis Norwich. j 

■r ■ EralltiK 4* hot*! with indoor pMlwl leone dob ' & 

’{$ ■ Looted mtbcomlam of Nanrkfa r— — iX 

jtu ■ Welcome Cndcnil KecqKkn From only | 

:SSSDSSS" ,,tei " £250 

S 9 VadtErora Santa fn-josa 

■6m«lriniKatfcraaaM&Bfy wJ 1 ^ ■ 

:% “ QdHrea'i mt»fro«n £90 per djSd for 3 
I'cS m uMXf er meim m Jhdkfc* 

^ me far firth* Aw Ut and gtuu: IN 

01603 410544 3 


Behind the market place, 
a small oasis of green 
grass and ancient trees 
enclosed m centuries-old 
9a |^ 1 walls. This 
palladian villa creates an 
■nfrigumg mix of artistry 

and homeliness to revive 

the senses. 


the blakeney 
HOTEL 

WCMEntoQmWI 

Bbluaey, Nr. Halt, Ndrfb&. 
Overlooking NiUwaaiTniJi 
Harbour. DaifirioikBl pdmdy 
wool Trirndly bond with 50 
bedrooms, lift, bated indoor 
pooLtpa hath , «niMiai an3 mini 
eym. Relax, walk, jail, pl«y go*C 
«riore (be Norfolk vflbjps, 
Cbunuystdo and ooraL 
SffriUrottsforSrekrCkfaas 
Mih*wk and Wedmd Breala 
Brochure; 01263 740797 




Christmas * 
at Gissing Hall 

GwlBR, Ne Dm Norfolk ITO3UN 
e » m uMJ r cwraraii>,pin «m liM 

km^ Orinair ■ fego*. Nkr m br* on 
ffc-n ^taw— urmwfrjdut 

TEL: 01379 677291 

?*** “ f» • Onne hat 

Own. 

rf !if i P wgfh **-— 

nrftot'^cmirqxnpiitmraMM 
•alimhuwn^Tr mub joy mnnl 
-^nln»aiaw|rn,b> w i 


7f« Good Food Guide’ 1W7 

■YiSBtaCWOniwYeafiggs. 

’NBftuiWni List of Uw Year 199S 

McheHn Gidda 
‘WWcbHoW Guide' 1957 

Tel 01 76Q 72am g 

** Victorian School^ 

^ Hou-^e 

bJasiaEi'Hfc-Ni 

Hr?*r 

jTaaaat^ 

*£Eg- m &$ir u iL. 

Tefc 0l8d '’ rn 'r? 4 


Russet House Hotel 

fcari II,< r j Serutuel JJ 
knr.- .-.at rmrMji ■ * 04 , J jq< 

iiilt j -IiyI Sd pijrjB] K1 ^ 
db- B.T 1 >M Onv 4Bj Ur 
Brinu-n.lM^lwn.F.'T 

™ k'* r **j .WEtn iTC 

IRrtl >■ Wj.to » i.w. 

■md IhB 11 tij, 

fttn n'. mom Masai 

Tk- Jus* (era u ^ ti^ai 
ml n ibni 
ixvl (i bdv la-Lsj 
EhjIiiJi 1>mu tool • • 9 
\\n* 

Td/FaK 1015531 7730W 


butlvnuh century kslrd 
witched hinuc«Unidin>j in hull 
nn tiny of hrauliiul (;.mlrrv» 
•iibI walks 1 Ptn^v trA,l‘ 

Tel: 01953 483577 

Singlrti fnwn ilt; 
Doubles from £35 

Th* P»Uau hejaty a n» pmqg M 

G Bn t.noy o* bs 

Dcrsitan ( ft a kidfppnrtw^i 

O^DFAflMHOuSE pwnfuDy mr 

^ •" NM-NMoOi, fluuttM 

““too mn*- tot. 013C3 W0371 





y ■ " ' V-" Jr- t * 


T in: Iv4 AWirfiM ZWo&tzM 

.. . ..i -jiiinrs mi 

mrtertty Vto ttori fem tom* m 
i*&9 

• vicn% mwmviii wb ■ r 

mUite w— • 

1 '! 5 •.Tritltm l I. ‘ : 

V-.- UM? t'f M» «*» pm* 

iteraytMkreM*,: 

,nt ,itr»ir» uf lUtfimit HWwtea* 

new* jSv: 

. .*».u ftCrtlninw BP MW*V *» |W«7 . 

,vn 4ica* Jrtf e*HioO* 

' , ...rtuulafly flood &*c* Hx Wf : 

* ... { ,n thou? wuh Mialkr 

"Squinri «* . 

. ' . .-u: v* Coww • Arid 

\ i'! 

‘ mjMnwtf hr Nfc^.nri iW; 

-‘.“.‘V.-i A 

\ vwt4W<; 

. , .i i lOT *. >vi »«w p tov* tte 

p.»fh »nd off wfiv Aifl-.i 
ibr chww bwww*;;- 
vM , j % .* up in a cnf» d of WWttejnffiMA : : 
V- M It-ntul ffUHIktRM oftKlhrsOW* . 
‘ n ,.r .ouirith. then- temr 

,..‘. v .v i-.ui* it* fnlkrw. Uimwjt *«M . 

,V . »!t'2UW «H«MlhE i c»i f«* s t 

the -ftittfri. A rtw j 

‘j. jftaiuWcfri'm , 

, J ..I.V \;viu»| CtntVfl OfttDWCfii^ 1 .-; 

.lit .«!«* on Vic- -Adttll* 

,!i * Jmmx vi Have Iwriik j 

iwc. *nd o - 

'vr:!-,:! t lrciiri. known) «m ihe »'•. 

j* HwtfiwdN way «f »»»: 

k liw:nit JuWronlotheipMT 

[i u ii* b.o< icMied Iwntly 
t„ m a hike r*A In ihc «r. ■ i*«a» ^ . 

(.•,.iiii!.iin Nkrwsdl-rwMl landfliwrfliid; . 
;il ,.L*r Mhn »w jvutWMfl tof hw.* 1 
! Ii : \l* 1 -Ytljce evety d«Y te rtw *«riWtef . 

.»nif nn vveelue a* «nd in MMM 
iiurmjr I hr whM« flW |, ¥-‘3S < ' 
,-iist i?f fettling * chikTt mouriiwfrP^ 
is per half d*»y. - . 

1 he! turd is naiaagri) L*n1«en«raJ Jr-. 
si jfe hv F*wri wtecli W *# ■ . 

JcIumu* tMk of Walking ihr wwfr »* 
iwcre.itn»n*f W krth 


You so a v 


T o travel is, hopeful!?, a 
Krlter thing Hurt f£» 
urme lNiek in life offtvC 
For a - good detinitwm of the 
wind "tirade", tn» ihw»- speittl 
a week drifting* around the 
C'aribK-an. then on Thursday 
wander hack into work and 
enquire, casually, "Has any- 
thing been happening’. 1 ’' 

The saNti of ripe language 
by way of response affirmcil 
that, indeed, quite a lot had 
been going on: snowstorms, 
the closure of rhe lAimlnn 
Underground for three hour* 
Kxwbc of power cuts, and ihe 
fire in the Channel Tunnel. 

TVo componcnis of this 
trinity of calamities have 
diminished, hut the third will 
have long-term repercussions 
for Britain's travellers. Anumg 
them, our illustrator S:U!\ 
Kindberg (whose work 
appears cm page l.l). After her 
journey from Brussels (his 
week, she vowed ”1 don’t over 
want to go on Eurostar agatn.” 
At lunchrixnc on Tuesday, 
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living i 

Wiitetlo 
jdikX! t Hi 
she iiMtti 
tdr.Eun 
tinp*ik>’ 
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three ai 

me trw • 
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tnnikfn 
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Hframk? 

Ever 
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byEuti 
border 
ami hci 
the doc 
j ferry 
waiting 
every* »i 
lurnst 
the fii 




* Superb 4* 
★ British Ainrajri 
* 3 full day *l*t 

D»y l Aftffrnpon non Oop fio Nrt 
fllftet ftOM «*>«hrow ftv BWHnf. 

Diy a Mfintiftg hi «*$n| 
and lumirr in the n-«ur Riyuan ' 
or CNoa Nttfturcn Mow. 
ft»yifuUdByvi*a»th* .. . 
WrtJWdfflritwTliinimiiwSqi^ 
CoaMl Park and Chgtmiri AAmA - 
WMMWWMI 
Day ^Monrirtghu<on| rich Ovmb 
tour Inc I b«9b| the Con ■ 
Patact. Aftorwon Suroratr 

vbii. Evrrtng Ptiring Out* Iriw 
mw 

o*t 5 f ull 4*y4ui in ttreiiwat 
WaB and Tmifdr o! UttM'n. 
tYFnlnf Maoiolian Hot ftd mm 
0«v» *«♦ At Wmh w nption#( 
wlsti* taChtftftf* m £■«. {& 

D»y « Depart l«#nt Itn nnn Mftp 
ttiim m th» morntes. knMn« 

back at Nwttajw Ore tame 
aftwBoon. (S 

★ faa<i«t 

^ UPIV Si Hmw 

V817K14Hii 
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' The company of squirrels 


Martin Thompson visits Thetford Forest Park 

T he last American nuclear 
bomber has roared away on its 
final sortie from RAF Laken- 
heath in Suffolk, m 
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T he last American nuclear 
bomber has roared away on its 
final sortie from RAF Laken- 
heath in Suffolk, to the relief of 
the nightjars and woodlarks which 
>v inhabit nearby Thetford Forest Park, 
f Bntain’s largest lowland forest, it cov- 
er s ^0,000 acres and straddles the bor- 
der between Suffolk and Norfolk. There 
are no “Keep out” signs and baitoed- 
wire fences here - it's a people-friendly 
place complete with visitor centre, shop, 
cafe and picnic lawn (an ambitious fea- 
ture, no doubt, in this weather, but much 
used in summer). 

The use of space in the park is 
impressive. This may be a forest, but 
the plantations of conifers and broad- 
leafed trees are interspersed with areas 
of sandy heathiand so there are plenty 
of open areas for outdoor activities. 
It’s a particularly good place for fam- 
ilies. For those with smaller children, 
there's a “Squirrel Maze” and an 
Adventure Play Course. And there are 
miles of circular, waymarfted trails 
that can be explored by bike, on horse- 
back or on foot. 

A million people a year visit Thet- 
ford Forest, yet once you leave the 
main car park and head off into the 
unknown, the chances of becoming 
snarled up in a crowd of fellow hikers 
are minimal. If you crave only the com- 
pany of squirrels, there are lesser 
known trails to follow, fanning out 
from a dozen smaller car park sites 
dotted throughout the forest. A map 
A of these sites is available from the High 

• Lodge Visitor CentTe. Orientee ring 
maps are also on sale. Adults are 
offered a choice of three levels, accord- 
ing to experience, and a mini-orient- 
eering circuit, known as the Squirrel’s 
Scamper, is Thetford’s way of intro- 
ducing children to the sport 
If you have resisted family pressure 
to fit a bike rack to the car, a range of 
mountain bikes, off-road tandems and 
trailer bikes are' available for hire at 
High Lodge eveiy day in the summer,, 
and on weekends and in half-term, 
weeks during the winter months. The ' 
cost of renting a child's mountain bike 
is £5 per half day. 

Thetford is managed on behalf of the . 
state by Forest Enterprise, which has the 
delicate task of balancing the ne«ds of 
recreational users with those of com- 









Hidden in the trees: *there are family-orientated activities to entice you to hit the TV off-button’ 


merrial forestry and nature conserv- 
ation. The forest may be a £3m a year 
timber-producing business but part of 
management time is spent in brain- 
storming ideas for imaginative events to 
increase the forest's appeal to visitors of 
all ages. 

Events take place throughout the year 
and include: deer safaris, fungal forays, 
guided bike rides, murder mystery trails 
and nocturnal quests to see Tbetfonfs 

rare night jars 

Thetford’s newly-introduced popul- 
ation of red squirrels may be in hiber- 
nation, but throughout the winter 
months there are family-orientated 
activities here to entice you to hit the 


TV off-button and line up the wellies 
beside the front door. These include 
TWilight Zone guided walks, a chance 
to see the forest at night, and Suzy 
Squirrel's Winter Nuts for the under- 
10s, who are invited to become sleuths 
tracking down the squirrel's hidden 
store. 

Our family has become veiy enthu- 
siastic about Thetford Forest Park. On 
Sundays we tend to roam through the 
forest on our bikes. And a few weeks 
ago, at Hallowe’en we joined an 80- 
strong group for an evening of ghostly 
forest tales, with stage-managed sight- 
ings of spectral duds flitting through 
the foliage. 


There is no need to wait for an organ- 
ised activity to get the best out of Thet- 
ford; you can always do as we did and 
import your own event. In August, we 
held our eldest daughter’s 10th birth- 
day party in the forest. Tfea was con- 
sumed on the picnic lawn after an 
energetic six-mile bike ride. It should 
have been easy enough to follow the 
trail, but somehow we still managed to 
get ourselves lost, if only temporarily. 
After the ritual cutting of the cake, the 
girls disappeared for an hour of rope 
swinging in the adventure playground. 
The verdict from the birthday girl? 
“Brilliant fun ... total exhaustion. The 
best party I have ever had.” 


PHOTOGRAPH: BRIAN HARRIS 

Thetford Forest Park is close to the All 
and is less than 45 minutes by car from 
Cambridge. Norwich and Peterborough. 
The Higl i Lodge Forest Visitor Centre is 
open during the writer at weekends and 
in half-term n veks. and every day dnoug/t- 
our the summer. II inter trtw.ro/ the park 
include story-telling (with tales of die for- 
est) at 1.30pm on Sunday. 1 December, a 
mince pie walk from 10.30am on Sunday 
8 December, and a barbecue with carol 
singing from lpm on Sunday. 15 Decem- 
ber. For more details call 01842 81027}. 
Events cost from £2 for an adult and £1 
per child. 

For bike hire tletails. cal! Flinstone 
Adventures on 0589 100831. 


Are we 
nearly there? 

A weekly round-up of 
outings for children 

T his is National Tree Week, and 

communities all over the country are 
planting forests and showing 
children how trees contribute to 4 mr 
health and environment. 

Hedge for health 

Wbsr old dothes and gloves to plant a 
hedge. Meet at The Garden House, St 
Nicholas Park. Jubilee Rd, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne Sun 24 November, lU.3Uam- 
lltfpm (.0191-284 6SWl 

See how it bums 

Enjoy a charcoal burning demcmsiraiiim. 
collect acorns to grow oaks -and finish with 
a barbecue (bring your own food and 
drink j. Devidioys Wood Trusts Reserve. 
Prrranarworthai (btw Truro and 
Falmouth) Today 2pm-5pm l.01S“2-73*»3‘H 

Know the worst about owls 
Examine owl pellets to discover Hie birds' 
prey, before heading oft to the wisnll.ind 
and’ play area. Ruthcm \blk-y Holidays, 
Rut hern Bridge, nr Bodmin Sun 24 Nov 
(01K72-73939) 

Plant young fruit trees 
And dceorate andent oaks. There's also 
music, crafts, story-telling :ind a tree trail. 
All outdoors, so wrap up warm. Meet at 
Dawson's Hill Dunstan's Rd. off 
Upland's Rd, E Dulwich London SE22. 
Today 10171-278 6M2) 12pm-4.3Hpm 

Leam from the professionals 
FVrshore College of Horticulture offer 
Guided tours of their arboretum, and 
demonstrations of tree-planting. Buy your 
own young tree to take home. Avon Bank. 
Persh ore. "Hereford, Worcestershire. 
Today. 10am-4pm (013Sft 552443) 

Plant a time capsule 

... among the new saplings. Near Seiifield. 
W Lothian. Scotland. Sun 24 November. 
11am 101501 S22015) 

Folklore and carving 

Gel to grips with wood in an activities day 
which combines tree dressing, puppets, 
wood caning and hurdle making. Bring 
refreshments. Tanners Hatch Youth 
Hostel Runmnre Common. Surrey. Sun 
24 November. 10am-4pm (01372-452528) 
Adults £10, u-lSsfS 

Be taken for a ride at Burton-upon-Trent 
After working in present the forest 
canopy, kids gel a ride from Shire Horses. 
Newton Rd Park. Wmshfll Burton-upon- 
Trent. Today, 10am-3pm (012S3 508 598) 

Liese Spencer 




You go away for a week and . . . 
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T o travel is, . hopefully, a 
better thing than to 
arrive back in the office. 
For a good definition of the 
word “tirade” try this: spend 
a week drifting around the 
Caribbean, then on Thursday 
wander back into work and 
enquire, casually, “Has any- 
thing been happening?” 

The salvo of ripe language 
by way of response affirmed 
that, indeed, quite a lot had 
been going on: snowstorms, 
the closure of the London 
Underground for three hours 
because of power cuts, and the 
fire in the Channel TUnnel 
Two components of this 
trinity of calamities have 
diminished, but the third will 


Ms Kindberg was in Brussels, 
trying to catch a train to 
Waterloo. The fire had taken 
place the previous evening, so 
she assumed the train opera- 
te. Eurostar, would have con- 
tingency plans up and running. 
The problem was, the com- 
pany didn’t seem to have any. 

“Nobody knew what was 
going on. One Eurostar official 
offered me the numbers of 
three airlines, but wouldn't let 
me use his phone.” The queue 
for the public phones was so 
( png that she gave up and waited 
to find out what Eurostar would 
do with the hundreds of 



them, our illustrator Sally 
Kindberg (whose work 
appears on page 13). After her 
journey from Brussels this 
week, she vowed “I don’t ever 
want to go on Eurostar again.” 

At lunchtime on Tuesday, 


Eventually a plan was 
hatched. Travellers would go 
by Eurostar across the French 
border to JLiUe, change trains 
and head for Calais. A bus to 
the docks would connect with 
a ferry over to Dover. Here, 
waiting coaches would take, 
everyone to Ashford. Another 
Eurostar train would cover 
the final leg to Waterloo, 


iv 


Special Offer 
7 Nights Beijing £499 


★ Superb 4-star hotel.. 

★ British Airways non-stop flight 
★ 3 full day sightseeing tours 

Day i Afternoon rtorwtop fro hi) ; Departures *wl prices 

flight from Heathrow to Beijing. 1996 Dec *3 5< 

Days Morning arrival in Bering 1997 )»«.•. 15 .*^ *9 ■■■«£ 


arriving in London by 9.30pm. 

If the theoiy of this six- 
stage journey sounds unap- 
pealing, the practice was 
much, much worse. Early on, 
the passengers waited an hour 
at Lille station for the Calais 
train. Tb compensate, perhaps, 
the waiting buses at Calais 
were super-heated. This would 
have been fine - except that 
the passengers were stock on 
the buses for nearly three 
hours. 

It turned out that they were 
waiting for a SeaFrance ferry. 
This was a curious choice of 
shipping tine on the part of 
Eurostar, since there are two 
much larger companies - 
P&O and Stena Line - that 
each operates at least one 


ferry to Dover every hour. 

The wait on the coach was 
better than the voyage. “It 
seemed to me there were too 
many people,” says Ms Kind- 
berg. “There were not enough 
seats, so loads of us ended up 
sitting on the floor." They had 
been issued with refreshment 
vouchers, but these were valid 
only from one cafe - which 
soon sported a queue of ser- ■ 
pentine proportions. 

The search for food became 
academic. Ms Kindberg lost 
her appetite when some fellow 
passengers began a demon- 
stration of synchronised sea- 
sickness. “Many of them had 
chosen the train to avoid the 
Channel crossing. Some peo- 
ple were getting hystericaL” 

During the two-hour sailing, 
passengers were assured that 
they would receive a refund on 
their Eurostar tickets - a 
promise, says Ms Kindberg, on 
which the company reneged. 
But the immediate concern 
was to reach London. 

“We had to change buses 
between leaving the boat at 
Dover and reaching Ashford 
station. Then the train took 
ages to reach Waterloo, where 
we finally arrived just before 
2am. I was lucky because I live 
in London. Lots of other pas- 


sengers who were heading fur- 
ther bad serious problems. 
Eurostar was offering to find 
hotels for people, but refused 
to pay for them. One young 
French girl who was supposed 
to be travelling on to Yoik said 
she was going to spend the 
night waiting at King’s Cross." 

Ms Kindberg managed to 
persuade her against hanging 
around London's hub of pros- 
titution and low-life, then set 
about finding a cab home. By 
now, fights were breaking out 
among frustrated passengers 
arguing over taxis. “One driver 
told me that there had been 
plenty of cabs earlier in the 
night, but they’d all been taken 
by Eurostar staff to get home." 

There was no sign of the 
promised refund, either. Ms 
Kindberg finally procured a 
complaints form, whose small 
print revealed that she could 
expect only a free trip on 
Eurostar. “There’s no way I 
want another ticket", she says. 

The strength of feeling in 
her voice mirrored the reac- 
tion when I asked if there had 
been any travel news of note 
this week. I would have 
offered Ms Kindberg some 
duty-free rum had I not 
alreacfy been obliged to use it 
to pacify colleagues. 



THE INDEPENDENT 

EXOTIC KENYA & SAFARI ADVENTURE 


Just £799 per person 


Look do further for joar perfect winter sunshine hotiday 
rctreai! This superb offer, saving ET26 per person do the 
brochure price, wfH take you away loose of the man td\N 
fic and romantic lettings on the Kenyan const yet with (be 
fodEUes tor an active bofiday.Thc ‘afl indashr' Clnb 
Hold Wntamu Beach, situated sooth of MaUndi and 100km 
north of Mombasa, is an exceptional hotel where not only 
will yon savour (he trne flavour rf Africa in a casual 
friendly atmosphere bat abo enjoy walersporte, soil 
drinks, son kmngrrt, pniw inmnifn t and defievoas full 
board meals - ALL INCLUSIVE. There’s an Uniting pooL 
games area, bcachsMc bar, tennis and lots mart and when 
yon want In wander a tittle, the village of Waunm b dose 
by- 

Perhaps the trighEghl of your holiday nil] be the INCLUD- 
ED VI i day Lkm King Safari. ¥0011 fly to ibc wihlrrorv, ofTunro FOR FULL DETAILS £ A BOOKING FORM 
Wert National Part for a night muter canvas with tin? expectation complete the coupon In Mock capital, and seed lo: 
of scans elephant, cheetah, araffe, crocodue and bon to name bat 

drives in (be shadow of soon rHE KttKWT ktVTAW UU WVBIWL tfWl.W 

capped Mount KOunapjaro. ivfismiT.KMUEi uxtiai w 

n „ . _ . . Or o>fl the HOUD.AY BROCHlTtE HOTLINE ON 

OKI -WHOM 

2 Feb Si 2 JL 30 March I W? TOihdita hnprnaftdh} Mricw Safari (life lid. 
and the price per person b' vTOLMU 

based an shar- p——— ———————————— — 

Inc B twin I Ptrascend me further drtalb of (kit meAr KanaMaEari Ad.ratmr 


and foil board. [ 
Treat jonrsetf | 
Id that much | 
needed dose of ■ 
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and transfeftotiHs^rStarXlyuan 
Of CWna Resources Hotel 
Day 3 Fid! dayvistt to the 
forbidden CRy, Tiananmen Square. 
Coalhm Paik and Chairman Mao's 
Mausoteam. (BO 
Day 4 Morning hytong rickshaw 

tour Including the Gongwingta 
Palace. Afternoon Summer Palace 
visit. Evening Peking Duck TeaSL 
(BLO) 

Day 5 Full day visit to the Great 

wan and Temple of Heaven. 
Evening Mongolian Hot Pot (BUD- 
Days 6-8 At leisure or optional 

visits to Cheng* orXIan. (B 
Day 9 Depart Beijing on norwtop 
Flight in the morning, arriving 
back at Heathrow the same 
afternoon- {W 


Depmlicrts and prices 

1996 Dec 23 569 

1997 .fold. 8. 15, xx, 29 ... 499 

ftbs.s 2 .i 7 .z 4 499 

:---569 

Single suppleroera 125 

Prion indsdait 
Return ffights, transfers, 
sig ht; e ging wftfr lunch as 
spedfled. Pekhv Duck feast; 
Mongolia n Hot Pot, brin sharing 
hotei wftb buffet breakfast 
0-Bmftpsr, L-Luwll D-Ofaaer 

PricaeatrindatB 

Meals and sightseefttg not Gsted, 
vba Tee£24, travellnsuiance £39 
(comptilsory), UK air passenger 
duty £10, Be^ng departure tax 
appr0x.t7.tlps. 

Opriorat tours 

2 rrigbts Chcngde . . - £98 

znlgrts»an £349 

(Howe a/ (ft TRmwrtM Warioa} 




A Special Announcement. 

7 NIGHTS IN CUBA FROM £395.00 


Qiktt Tri w I S onde* (UK) Ltd ! 

CTS WIlIHkW' 1 faWI-» aia1 ' ■ 


CTS, nurritH-t umc 
C hina expert and specialist 


/ ■■ / ■' 

FROM £499* PER MSS* HR WEEK 

Ski the Ajpfcrican Dream in New'Enjjland this 
JanoaryDouble-share/room-only pilc£ x 
s includci Amerinn .\itGn9a flight to Boston and/ 
Heitz.car rcnul. Call y£{xm for this and orher 
peax winter de«l» in the L»6 and Europe.'' 

099d 014101 

■pin* /niulMnrc- tTpierilr SSS-SO^pcf Den-wi 


■ — — UNfTFD NOPWF.ST’, 




Commencing in December we shall be inau- 
gurating anew service with Monarch Airlines 
between London Catwick and Havana. From 
January we are making available 20 seats per 
fl jghton a first-reserved fi rst-assigned basis for 
a 7 or 14-night arrangement 
Essentially the arrangement is for those who 
would prefer an unstructured programme by 
taking advantage of theconvenientllights, ho- 
tels and local representation, Locallyoiir repre- 
sentatives are on hand to assist with any visits 
around the sights and/or car hire. 

In addition we are also able to offer a combina- 
tionof7nightsinCostaRkafoIloiwedby7nigh^ 
on the island of Cuba, 

THE HOTEL PRESIDENTE, Havana 
The 3-star Hotel Presidente has recently been 
refurbished but has retained itsSpanish facade 
and interiors. There are 124 roomsall ofwhich 
have private bathroom and air-condlfioning. 
The public facilities include a restaurant, bar, 
outside terrace and swimming pooL 


or 14 nights from just£595.00 

§L -. ■*-: 
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DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

1997 Thursdays - per person in a twin 
January 9, 3 6. 23. 30 ■ Fehruo r>- 6. 13,20.27 
March 6, 13. 20.27 -April 3. R 17.24 
May 1.8. 15,22.29 


7 nights Havana £395 1 1-i nights £595) 
Single suppl. jS.i 1 1 week! >>t (2 wveks l 

EaMcr f urrk-mcnt Xm per paMm 

Costa Rica £ Cuba Combination 
7 nights San Josv + 7 nights Havana 
from. £750 per person 

ftrier Iqdi*<l«*: i hi .tUh^uL n*im <nh - u- 

; -.rr.mr-iiii. >n l,-i 7ui 1 4 jl the t*4el. r.ict » ■ 4 lucdl 

rr[g,-x , nt3ln<i.Xotiil d ih te 4lra\ t linMH4n t v.jiipirt!ii*'.>. 
•v^il»rv*ohu ilhub.tippinft. 

PriCM art Hdritti to chmec. All baoHnu arr acxtplrd 
> object la <mr CouCtloBt «B«Ain £. ambblr on iwpm I. 

0171-6161000 

w 

'.OYAGESJIHES VERNE 
2 1 Dorset Squose. London NW i 

TiaitlftixiMtinc.LlU. ABT.U'llMI.VIt'LNtdl 
Internet hltpUAntw.iji’xo.ulc 
OurDliih^irvuptfnii-rlclLTbiimrrwiV4liian*wTe)ukiv> 
Rim u. spm ind st H\vktiW» 9 am 5 pm. Fit pcraral 

ulUtl-curidTir huunai^uun In ApriHvvkajyt .wily 
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Cross-country route to ski heaven 


Forget the queues 
for lifts: strike out 
on your own, says 
Tina Stallard 


T he conversion was complete in less than a week. 
No more downhill: I am giving up lift queues, 
bulky kit. expensive ski passes and noisy crowds. 
Cross-couniry means no more checking my 
watch for the last cable car, no more impatient skiers 
hissing to overtake, no more despair about technique. 
Instead, the delight of exploring a silent forest or fol- 
lowing a track through open meadows to a nearby vil- 
lage. the gentle rhythm of gliding on fresh snow. 

First impressions were less promising. The Massif 
Central greeted us with la bitrie. the cruel north wind 
feared in this part of France. Dry snow whipped our 
cheeks and roared past our ears, cold pinched through 
layers of clothing. Our first steps on skis were taken in 
the shelter of the woods. 

Ankles wobbled in the lightweight boots and heels slid 
sideways on the skis, secured only at the toe. but the ini- 
tial unsteadiness quickly disappeared, and we were soon 
shuffling along, with our skis in the tramlines. Travelling 
on the flat was easy, and uphill was no problem as the 
scales on the base of the ski gripped the snow-, but going 
downhill was lerrifvtng- My skis seemed to be locked in 
the tracks as f accelerated out of control. Only by lift- 
ing the skis out of the tramlines is it possible to start brak- 
ing. hut the theory was quite overtaken by pure panic. 

After many mouthfuls of snow, and patient guidance 
from our instructor, I developed a fairly effective 
snowplough, which allowed me to study other peo pie's 
techniques. 

Roger, a bar owner from Beaujolais, showed the most 
originality. He stayed in the tracks, crouching lower as 
he picked up speed. With his bottom dragging in the 
snow, he rocked from side to side, apparently hoping 
this would slow him. But the act of crouching served to 
increase his speed. The rocking movement became so 
extreme he eventually caught an elbow in the snow and 
catapulted off the track. We found him in a snowdrift, 
looking both relieved and shocked. 

Roger s wife. Pierrette, was more cautious: after study- 
ing each slope we came to, she began to remove her skis 
and said she would walk down. Persuaded to ski, she set 
off with a concession to the snowplough, then as the 
speed took over, abandoned the pretence, waving her 
arms wildly before tumbling at our feet with screams of 
laughter. 

As we sprawled across the tracks, we were overtaken 
by the experts. Shimmering in Lycra suits, they glided 
past with effortless, rhythmic skating steps, pushing out 
first on one leg, then the other. Each step is an act of 
faith, as the entire weight of the body is carried forward 





Sliding across the countryside of the Massif Central 


on one ski As the momentum slows, the other ski takes 
over just in time. The grace of their swaying movement 
enchanted me and I was determined to learn the pas de 
patincur, or skating step, before the end of the week. 

When la burle had died down, we crept out of the 
woods to the open slopes. The rounded mountains of 
the Massif Central stretched away from us, and in the 
distance the light sparkled on the jagged peaks of the 
Alps, with Mont Blanc shining above them. The Alps 
are mere babes in comparison with the slopes we stood 
on: volcanoes which erupted some 10 million years ago. 
Time has smoothed their contours, and the s umm it* 
curve gently before running through pine forests down 
into the valleys. 

We were staying in the tiny village of Les Estables, 
not far from Le Puy. Apart from a couple of hotels set 
up for cross-country siding and summer walking, most 
of the small stone houses belong to farmers. Our hotel. 
La Decouverte, was refreshingly informal- we helped 
ourselves to drinks at the bar and signed for them, and 
meals were eaten at a long table -guests and hotel staff 
together. The communal meals forced us to resurrect 


d PHOTOGRAPH: TINA STALLARD 

rusty French, and with liberal quantities of Franglais, it 
served us well. Conversation was lively and we traded 
the inevitable Irish jokes for the French equivalent, j okes 
about the long-suffering Belgians. 

Apris-ski was limited to three rather gloomy bars in 
the village, but we were happy to end the day with a swim 
or a sauna, then a doze with a novel. There were other 
possibilities, such as a ride in a sledge pulled by husky 
dogs bred at a nearby farm, or exploring the area on 
snowbikes. These trips were fun, but the best moments 
were on the slopes after the first bruises had disappeared 
and I tried out a few tentative skating steps. Next year 
perhaps I shall consider a Lycra suit r 

A week at La Ddcouverte in the peak month, February, \ 
costs about £400, which indu^ aRmeals. cross-ooiiaftry. . 
skis and boots, and tuition. Phone die sister hotel, 'd$ n ?’ 
called La Dicouverte, at St Bonnet 00 33 471 599-T4Z- r A 
Alternatively, Waymark Holidays (01753 516477) jpeW * ; 
cialises in cross-country skiing. A week at Les Estables , p 
including flights, JuU board, ski equipment and addon, costs 
from £535. 


Langlauf - the lowdown 


I n its purest form, cross-country 
skiing, represents the true 
freedom of the mountains. 

Nowadays many Alpine hamlets . 

. feel obliged to offer a Langfauf 
Loipe of some land, but this is 
often a track prepared by 
snowmobile along a sunless valley 
floor with views of purpose-built 
-amenities rather than open 
snowscapes. 

However, even if you take this 
option, there’s still quite a bit to be 

said for cross-country skiing. The 
skis are featheriigbt, the boots as 
soft as trainers and the clothing as 
unrestricting as a tracksuit. And the 
cardiovascular benefit is high. 

By comparison with downhill 
skiing, cross-country is easy. 
Attaching skis by a single clip at the 
toe of the boor means that you can 
expect to fall flat on your face as 
soon as you lean forward into a 
downhill slope, bat getting up is 
relatively effortless and the 
learning curve is fast. 

There are two techniques: the 
classic glide, with the skis in single 
parallel tracks, and the skating 
method, now used in Olympic 
competition because it is much 
quicker. 

Cross-country skiing is also green 
and cheap, but why do people stick 
to the beaten track rather than 
venture into mountains untouched 
by tourism? The main European 
skiing countries have adventure 
alternatives to downhill skiing 
which, typically, allow you to stay in 
family-run hotels in villages rather 
than soulless resorts. This brings a 
high pay-off in terms of price and 
local life. 

The two main specialists in the 
crosscountry market are Inn travel 
and Headwater, each offering 
Nordic holidays in Norway, France, 
Switzerland and Italy. The logical 
- choice is Norway, a huge, under- 
populared snow zone where cross- 
countjrysJding is a national passion. 
Whcp^iffiGes dose in Oslo, citizens 
po^^ tsPffoodlit tracks for an 
evft^aig%®EEfcaq>. At weekends, 
they pntec allcomers races that 
attract as tffas^.as 10,000 starters. 


This fervour works in favour of 
guided holidays in assorted 
backwaters, some within sinking 
distance of Oslo, some far to the 
north of the Arctic Circle. 
Headwater has all-inclusive cross 
. country trips to Venabu. a village 
with a 13 th-centuiy church 50 miles 
to the north of Lillehammcr. Tncir 
resident British guide hosts daily 
expeditions on terrain that includes 
sheltered forest trails and open 
mountains. Inniravcl ventures 
further afield, to the Hardangcr 
Plateau above the fjords in western 
Norway and even to the Lofoten 
Islands, a remote fishing outpost 
with spectacular mountains, off the 
coast near Narvik. 

In France, the smart get-away- 
from-it-all options are the Jura, 
the Massif Central and the 
Pyrenees, but escape is also 
possible in the Alps. The pick of 
the Headwater pack are Pailherols 
in the wilds of the western 
Auvergc, to the south of Ctcrmonl 
Ferrand, and Sixr-Fcr-a-Cheval. a 
traditional village in Hautc-Savoie 
near Geneva. Inntravel offers La 
Cure in the Jura above Lake 
Geneva, Ceillac in the Queyras 
National Park in Haute Savoie, 
and La Llagonnc and Valcebollere 
on the forested Ccrdagne plateau 
In the Pyrenees. 

Headwater Holidays (0Ib06 48690: 
fax 48761): Venabu Fjellhotel 
Ringebu, from £626: Auberge des 
Montagues. Pailherols. from £297, 
self drive, or £449. rail or air-rail, 
(prices include trawl as specified, 
transfers as required, 7 nights' full 
board, equipment A tuition, 'guiding). 
Inntravel (01653 62881 1: fax 
628741): Ustaoset Hotel Ustaoset, 
from £525 (air/rail trove 4 7 nights 
half hoard, plus lunch pack): Hotel 
Cascade. Ceillac, from £470 (trawl 
by Eurvsfar, 7 nights halfboard). 

Snow and Rock ( 01932 560569: fax 
569568): cross-country 1 recreational 
package, boots, skis, bindings & 
poles, £149.50. from the shops why 
mail order. 

Minty Clinch 
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CAPE TOWN WMELANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE 
NMM. TTtANSVAJU. 

A unique selection of dusk 
Motel* Game Reserves and 
Gunning Homes a Garden* 
Fljribw ndh direct Nghs to 
Cape I««l Durian. Uumesfcug 
South African ARair aioium 

HI tomfaak Ram Undo* WB IQH 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

ZIMBABWE. HMTA, BOTSWANA, 
NAMIBIA. TANZANIA 
HJCSISl SABIR 

comma muss, cut hoe 

. Ti Hi m i Jl U wit jTKek 
Cdltk* avail far hcbnalU. 

0171 3 83 2773 

CAWS BAY Cope Town BSB. near 
beach 0171 7300141 




NOV £299 
NEC £299 
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A superb collection of 
coastal lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New England. 

FREE U2 PAGE BROCHURE 
CALL 

( 0990 } 143686 (24 Hra) 
Quote Ref. N282. 


HOTELS OF 
AMERICA 


\HS5SXEBEEB7u 




UK Travel 


• ttoaaLmwwrt 

• NEW best ever brochure a 
s bat off (be press. Don’t • 

• defer - phone now! « 
_ SradMd, Nonbanbertad, a 




0134 2 XI I UO 
ZS3EuW.'./*£J 


THE HAWAIIAN DREAM. TaUor- 
nuda hoUctay* to fl of the moat 
Idyllic H— to n Wanda. WM- 
tflnga hi Paradlsa & US Ctty 
Oopovan. Prioca Ir EB7B. Cal lor 
W colour brach. (0181) 47D1181. 
AOTAATOL 

□ISNEY/FLORIDA Luxury 3 bad. 2 
bath vito tn pins trow, Laroa 
bauad pod. cable TV. Closa le 
lannla, horaa rdg, goJt Tat 0181 
341 871 B 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boa*. (01 2S6)7KM91. 

BWTAnrS BEST San Odra Karow- 
boal Hobdays. Widaat ehofea. 
Bagftmoni vary welcome. Tel 
01905 72BB2S. 


English Country 
Cottages 

a AN UNRIVALLED 

SBh duree in England 1 ! 

rim.L hiwliexr amt. 

TjrMB colour brochure. 

[»& f < OM 35) 852222 
iflIO QUOTE £ Mt fl4Hn) 


®miFF TME TURKEY and coma on 
pur omfllm waiting hofiday . 
lna»ad.2T-28 Doc. TlmOW Fur- I 
S- WaMn HoSdays 
01538703331 


Country Cottages m Ireland 


DE4JRE FESTIVE HOLSNHS 
TO BEAUTIFUL GUERNSEY 

B Days by ar 
firm Gabrefc 

Hc209 

DBWTTS 23 + 28 DECEMBER 
- PRICE INCLUDES “ 

• Return flights 

• Luxury Haleb or Guernsey 

• Half ward 

• Gaia Dimer and Dance 

• Entertainmert Programme 
HoMqtauanca £1950 -Essential 

BOOK NOW 

or ring for further InforTnafion 

0181-980 7244 

Ata Mbbe an Sb HOUqn u Antn 
byLuaiyCBoth-Ollordaxb. 


Cotswolds 

| 4 BEAUTIFUL HANDCRAFTED 
award- winning cottagaa lor 2 
notvamokan. Beduawa. unuaual. 
luxurtocu. Short/long break. 
(01 OB) 683270. 

Devon & Cornwall | 

FOWEY/POLRUAR Charming 
ratanlda conagw wtiti c/H ■ 
CT«.auped>v)aHra,dnDhina«aB- 
abh. Pa la welcome. Tal. 0172S 
870408 

A FINE SELECTION of cooagaa on 
both coaate of Cornwall and on 
SdUy. 1997 Brochure now avaR- 
eWe Cwntah TVadUanal Gauan. 
(01208) BT2 658. 7 day penonal 
taratce 9am - Bpm. 

DEVON & SOMERSET SpeciaBan. 

ChooM Dom over 500 cottagaa. 

01282 44S72S(UH 102} 

DEVON CONNECTION, Litxwy 
Ban*. pooL bar. Tal 01548660964 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hoi ofl dr* preaa now IM7 beat 
•war cofcjor brochure. Phom 
noartl 01TS6 708201 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
fe9« tbroogtraut (01752) 
360711. 

W/EHO RETREAT SALCOMBE. 
toey Coach H/so Uflir CH. WA 
Stove. Slpa <. Pardee Court haa 
«nd Lodga. »pa B-20. 01530 
242409. 

EAST DEVON datachad itbi c. 
IhetChMl cottage rural hamM 
rtesps are available xmas, N.Yr, 
and Whiter tntooE 01 404 891229 

[ NORTH CORNWALL Lovely wetto 
oattega ovaCaida Chriatmaa week 
£200. 2DBLE bedrooms. Utter 
poses. Log fins. Glorious walk- 
bg. Doos welcome. Tel ; 01308 
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enwEnuuvs 

AaEhg ntaa mage hoKByi n on. 
RBiy. Unrtcx. rxneray. tSra. Cahny. 

annaw 

7 ahM hnra mto nUu. hum 

£220 torMTCrDfZjaB Wjj( | 

« 01756 702241 


SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 50 High 
SL WeBoglon. SODMreet 01823 
881080. Col Bra ot 280 aal o ct 
houaae.DiKFwae.An-a. 


Come vtthus to the 
Emerald Isle, where the grass is 
always greener. 

We offer a magical choice of 
delightful holiday properties in 
Kerry, Cork, Cine and Galway. 
From a convened coach house to 
a Georgian rectory. 

Free full colour brochure 
RING (0990) 851166 
Quote ref gi» 2 (24 Hnj 

Ok Tun to 

Country Cotucd in Ireland. 

Dot. GIM, P.O. Box IS, Ea*1 Shutcw, 
LExzsm Lf) Sn. 


CONNEMARA CO. GALWAY 
Cashel House Hotel • Gardens 
Restaurant and RMInfl Stetries. 
Tee (00383) 9631001. Fax 31077. 

CORK. QuaBty house on private 
note. Slp*4.CH:008S3 2224148 

IRISH COUNTRY HoOdaya - the 
Fsamier ohedn. Over 300 IndMd- 
ual cotoges. PwiDhcuaea, HoWe, 
ILStannon CroMng and Gypsy 
Chwawis al to die Mghaat Stan- 
darda. Many welcome pel*. 
Phone 01 502 380 688 (24 hows) 

JOYCES IRELAND; Unique waBdng 

hoRdaye. Discover me hidden Im- 
■WKLTW 01934883017 



For a 

unique range 
of real holidays 

i 

that are fully 
bonded, flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AIT0! 


1 EastAagfia [ 

AMAZING VALUE East AogBe cot- 
tage*. New 52 page colour 
brochwa-TW. (|H7Sq 70EZ4a 

I The Lake District I 


HBJLTHWAITE HOUSE Wlndwinera 
Thombenvw Road, owariooMng 
iaha. A8 rooms annita faonwwflh 
Jacuzzi baihe) SsteUItt TV, taa- 
nahkig, Sauna. lyto Steam Room 
and hasted Indoor pool solely lor 
our (praxis' ua* 2 rigMa, Scows 
Dbmer BSB iucLVAT only EB9. 3 
idgtita only E130. Brochure 
015394 43638. 

LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off the press new 
1897 best aver colour brochure. 
Phone nowfl oi 75B 702208 

I Northumbria j 


l.f(*rs<‘v I ann HolHl 

\ Autumn Breaks 


'ScotlandVfl 


IsSmAsm 

EXOPtlDNAL holiday 
p ro peroci in the most 
beanorul areas of Scotland. 
FREE 14 MCI BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 851133 
Quote siu a* Hn> 


SCOTLAND^ WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off 0m preaa new 
1887 best iw colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01 756 70221 3 I 


Welsh Country 
% : Cottages 

fL' . An LINUVALLED choice 
in the best areas of Wales. 
Mfcj* Free o8 page 
colour brochure. 

“"WW 851 122 

ImBi. O® 075 VI W (MBn) 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Newspaper PubSsiiing pic 
fBgretsthalaJthougfi every 
reasonaUa precaution is taken, 
noresponsiiatyceJibB 

accepted for Bights and/or 
araammodaSwi offered 
hough these coksms, or any 


BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 

Oxer 100 idf catering cottars, 
uae sktp op to 30. Many less 
Hun £250 par vmk high season. 

01874 676446 

Shropshire | 

ABSOLUTB.Y FABULOUS Qeor- : 
glen country house experience, j 
near LucSow. 3 night breaks from 
C55. Colour Broch: 01584 823208 


Wales 


A nipwb nitdion of quaRy 
di on xSnrcot i oo M in die 
PenArol c eriitre Gxal Nafionoi 
Pork. At p roperties furnished 
to die highest standards. 

Phone now for jgt colour brochure 

01239-881397 (24 M 

PEMBROKESHIRE ... 
coast k ctsmjsmgulm 
conhQB 

GOWER Idyllic 3 cr ow n i7C(arm- 
houm on auto B. B & E M. C2&5a 
Log Kras, licensed bar . Ashing. 
Which? beat B S B. AA.-RAC 
Brochure 01 266595640. 

COAST a COUNTRYSIDE . Colour 
brochure of 500 forrohoiiaot.'coi- 
ngw ffnugtiow WWes. AH tourist 
board Intpeatadfgraded. Walos 
HoRdays ( 01886 ) B2S267. 

PEMBROKESHIRE cottage. Water- 
way vtew. Inn -nearby. Brochure 
Tat (01437) 532496 any (fane. 


WALES SpeclaHata. Choose (ram 
ovar 410 cottages. 012B2 4457S6 

! (UH108) 

SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ueyn 
pennlnsula. Coastal and country 
cottages and faumhousoc. Nefyn 
HoRdays 01758 720874 

Yorkshire & The Dales I 



01833 638 223 


SUPERB COTTAGES. NorihunbiM. 
WaloB, Yorkshire a Shropshire. I 
SytoaeCWtagea (OI244) 345700. | 


are advised to talcs al 
necessary precauflons before 
entering Into aty travel 
arrangements. 




my j Sussex 

lets 

SEDLESCOMBE. Bridewell Hotel nr 
Battle. Tudor Manor. Winter 
re breaka. Any 2 nights E80 pp 
DBaa. 3rd naoooin Iran, pay £23 
ortfy tor cRnner a brealdtaL RAC 

restaurant award 91-98- Also New 
Years Ewe break. Tal (01424) 
870253 

; y.; -7;/’ 


r Don't forget 
to mention 
[The Independent 
Wten replying to 
^.adverts 


TrASODn jod Kuury SKM you j! ns 
m*wdU3l how cvorlooMng Jto acua 
d stray 

Ctstames. 4 nlgMs C36Spp 
New Vaec a HNMs C235pp 

Wtatnr Break: 

3 riighis In Nwr. 98. Jan end Fob 97. 

^•OtCtlT* Couity HoW 

ACE. Ba« Snag hetri. 

AAJ Rnwt Rsatoaant Award 
Tali 01423 8013W 

SUPERB COTTAGES. Yorks Dates. 
Northumbria, Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages (01244) 34570 a 

YORK OVER 25 % OFF. 2 star 
Hewonh Court Hotel. Car Park. 
CortraL Brochure 01904 425 154 

TWO« DALES. Mow,. COBB. Peak 
a Dfaa. HoOdey Colts York- 
ml re 01 756 700672 
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Independent and Independent on Sunday 
readers book Self Catering: holidays. 
418,000 of our readers stayed in a rented 
villa, flat or cottage on their holiday last year! 

(TGI 15S5 GROSS) 


Ra- cml y SAA2 a line inclusive of VAT (apprta. 4 worfe per line), you can 
adverdseyoor holiday home and £31 those vacancies throughout the year. 
You r adv ertisement will appear in the weekend section, of The 
Independent on Saturday and/or the Review section of the Sunday paper 


vacancies 


all you have to do... 

on 0171 293 2607 Monday to 

Friday between 9.30am - oJJQpm. 

or 

l,y 

private advertisers only 



Insertion DatesL ' _ 

CUnrifieitkinL... 

I enclose a cheque for £ "iS’pIJSto 

(JMJ2 a fine per lnsatioiL £3^3 jf both Saturday & 

Sonday are used) Newspaper Publishing Pic 
or debit my 

AareBg/Vfea/Axnex/DinerB account by £_ 

Card Nk, ; . 

Start Dates.... Expiry Date..,., 

Your Details: 

Name 

Address 


Failn and send Ur. Tina PrinceTravd Team, ciiwif l™. ■ 

Or,.-,, UttsMificd Adrciiwing. The lndepcndriU, 

Om a«da Siua™, tan^. Wh „ t KM ;, 11U 


TW No: Day............ 
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An odyssey of cheers and tears 


Amie Wilson and his girlfriend Lucy 
Dicker skied 10 miles a day for 365 
days with 790 vertical miles in 240 
resorts around the world. Then 
tragedy struck. By Stephen Wood 


Around the world in 365 days of skiing 


O n 1 January 1994, 49-year-old 
Arnie Wilson set off with his girl- 
friend on an adventure. They 
skied at Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
that day. The following morning they left, 
with the intention of skiing every day for 
the whole year, at an average of 10 miles 
a day and in as many different resorts as 
possible. 

Their itinerary was to take them all 
around the world, following the snow from 
Japan to Chile, from India to New Zealand 
And on 1 January, 1995, they were bade in 
Jackson Hole, the adventure completed. 

By skilfully negotiating airline time- 
tables, taking advantage of the warp that 
the International Date line puts on the 
calendar, and skiing at four o'clock in the 
morning when necessary, they had 
achieved their target. 

By New Year’s Eve, in Keystone, Col- 
orado. they had skied every day of their 
year, and reached the lO-mfles-a-day 
average; their diary also recorded that they 
had skied in 240 resorts, travelled 109,480 
miles (four times around the globe) and 
descended 790 vertical miles (144 times 
down Mount Everest) - and that Anne 
had had 178 falls, to his girlfriend’s 180. 

The story of their experiences is told in 
Amie Wilson’s book, to be published next 
week. It is called Tears in the .Snow, because 
the adventure had a tragic postscript On 
6 April last year, Amie’s 41-year-old girl- 
friend, Lucy Dicker, was killed in a skiing 
accident at La Grave, in France. 

Amie Wilson took up skiing seriously 
only at the age of 30. A dedicated tobog- 
ganist as a child, when his family lived in 
Switzerland, he had - as he thought - 


learnt to ski on a school trip in his teens. 
So when he took his own family to Ver- 
bier, with a commission to write an art- 
icle for a skiing magazine, he had what he 
describes as “that dangerous combination 
of ego, enthusiasm and lack of ability. At 
the end of the first day I had to be res- 
cued by the piste patrol and brought down 
the mo untain . 1 *- 

After that trip, he spent as modi time 
siding as his job - as a reporter for the old 
Southern TV region - would allow. 
Something of a local celebrity, he was 
often asked to open fStes (“if the weath- 
erman and the studio presenter had said 
no”); and company polity was to allow a 
day off in lieu for such appearances; “So 
every time I opened a fete, I got a day’s 
skiing "In 1984 he wart freelance and was 
asked to do some sknng articles for the 
Financial Times. When its regular skiing 
columnist died, Amie inherited the job, 
whkh he has now held for 10 years. 

It was the travel editor of Vogue who, 
in 1990, floated the possibility of skiing in 
every month of the year. Amie wrote a 
fictional account of such a venture for foe 
magazin e, and then toyed with foe idea 
of making it fact. “Itwas just a rilly idea,” 
he says - until he mentioned it to Lucy, 
a Frenchwoman who worked as general 
manager for a ski tour company in Lon- 
don, and with whom he was already hav- 
ing an affair. “It was almost as if it was 
what she had been waiting for Lucy 
always dreamed of having a great adven- 
ture. When foe said, ‘Let’s do it together', 
it became a possibility. And then it gath- 
ered its own momentum.” 

They were an unlikely pair of adven- 


1? M.iv "W4 ) 


Vv 0:- i?34 ^ 
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Hirers: she was short-sighted but too vain 
to wear glasses; he was overweight; and 
both seemed to have had a limitless abil- 
ity to get lost - not just driving at night in 
a hailstorm on New Zealand’s Mount 
Hurt, but even in their own hoteL The 
book details the calamities (“It makes a 
better story when things don't go 
smoothly" says Amie), including foeir 
truck blowing up in Argentina, Amie car- 
rying on skiing despite wearing a catheter 
to deal with a urinary problem, desperate 
(but always successful) attempts to find a 
place to ski when foe light was fading and 
the snow melting - and, much more dis- 
tressing to read, the terrible rows they had. 
Amie was adamant foal the book should 
be true to Lucy's memory, and this 
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involved being as frank about how diffi- 
cult she could be, as about his love for her. 

Of course, they skied some great runs: 
the “outrageous” (Amie’s description) 
off-piste Ridge area of Bridger Bowl, 
Montana, a long swoop from 8,000ft; the 
\feU6e Blanche, a 6,500ft vertical down the 
glacier from Mont Blanc to Chamonix; 
and the silky, serious powder of Mount 
Dobson in New Zealand, a 3,500ft verti- 
cal which Lucy thought was the greatest 
run of her life. 

But their experiences won’t convert 
many to summer skiing, particularly in 
India (where foty found no working ski- 
lifts) and Japan (where they docked up 
two hours’ suing on Tokyo’s indoor snow- 
piste, and then £100 on a cab fare into 


town). Chile is obviously a much better 
bet - except when you have to do the 
same run down a volcano about 40 times, 
on bard-packed snow, to keep up the 10- 
miles-a-day average. Amie admits that it 
was a struggle, “but I think we thrived on 
that The more it went wrong, the more 
- in a strange way - we enjoyed it. Lucy, 
particularly, seemed to relish the 
struggle.” In retrospect, he thinks the 
adventure was “a 100 per cent wonderful 
idea. I am very proud that we did it, and 
very sad that Lucy only had three months 
in which to relish her success.” 

Writing about it. however, was “a night- 
mare”. He started writing with Lucy. He 
made a second start after her death, dur- 
ing months of terrible grief - “I kept ask- 


ing myself. Tf people die of a broken heart 
why am 1 still alive?’” Skiing again, he says, 
started him on “the long haul back to san- 
ity"; and the help of another writer. William 
HaU, enabled him to complete the book. 

“With each process-writing, rewriting, 
proof-reading - 1 found that at the begin- 
ning of the book I was happy, because i 
was with Lucy again, planning our adven- 
ture. I didn’t once think that she was alive; 
yet 1 felt the warmth that 1 associated with 
"being with her. But every time I worked 
on the last two chapters, I could hardly 
see the screen through my tears." 

‘Tears in the Snow: a True Story of Love. 
Courage and Danger is published on 29 
November ( Blake Publishing. £ 15.99 K 
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You can make savings on thousands of skiing holidays from the 
Winter sports Operator of the year* there’s even free lift passes at Grindelwald 
and VVengen, bufconly .if you're an Earlybird and book now. 
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SKI AUSTRIA 
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TIMESCAPE 

WEEKENDS 


& tafton-mada siding 

ANY DAY FOR ANY 
NUMBS! Or DAYS 

INDIVIDUAL 1 CORPORATE 
SUNG WITH A DHT5R0LCE 

WHITE ROC 


0171 702 1188 
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CANADIAN 

CHALET 

C iV.iV.wy 

Lunutv Cdlvti-d Ch. lifts 

in UJiMIrr 

' h'.sliiv. \ > 

Tel: OU74 610510 
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The best 

early siioav 

for’vears 

* 
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Cr.r-i-jr.is *n. 

Co. 653. 

Vj O'ise.T. 

5c~“'.c' 

d~C Cc AT aV'S’jr 

Dent miss out. 

CoJ NOW a srochw-e 

01 7! 393 3168. 
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Mark Warner 


The Skiers 
Travel Agent 

"all SKI RESORTS 
IN EUROPE S USA 

COMPUTES LINKED 
TC SKI OPE2A 70RS 

. 0WS8 433633 

OP = N- Si. ft ' 0-4 . Mo:i-Sat 0-S 
V.SA ASTACCiGX ACCESS 


01252 616789 


Skiers 

I re vi -I l-Hireau 


01I32M6B74 
6171 495 4606 


SKI UTAH 

EXCLUSIVE HCU3 AYS 
CORDON 3LEL COOK 
ALL INCLUSIVE *0 CAYS 
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GFOOT TRAVEL 
ONK/ARGMERE 

t ACCOM* 
•CHALETS 
•APARTS 
fLEXI DATES 




0136724 1636 
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SKYLINE HOLIDAYS 
0116 275 2750 



01451 844788 



Friandly catarad chalrti 


rnenmy cen«r«a cnaiws 
with (foliriouB food, free 
•Id guiding and sensible 
prices in Courchevel 
Sfld Val d’lsere. 


Gntlltil 


IS FABULOUS 
DawduvdUSO SKIING ffighs. Rkndly 

holidays J 
0181 767 0202 


French Skiing at its best 


EUROPE 
CANADA & USA 

Aoe,c^ F'jr J tr.terj Tiy Shier* 

On All Chalet*. Hotels, S/C 

6 101 871 4656 








SRI TRAVEL 
AGENCY 

The shoot cut to your 
IdealhcBdey 

S KI 0171-6029900 

OUrri«.V*i 




.Si Mmiui ik" Mr* A- 


Trols Vnllees 
GJinkf HoteL Sid in'i4d m«. 

Smuui. JiiruQL all nminn 
pn-sune, in-, uwrl m'fuUble. 

ART Ski 01932 252025 

atol.w.abta 


SKI peak. Specanss to VBtJpmy 
(Alp* cTHuazj. Ctvdatn. Hotels. 
i/O. Superb adslne, sH gubSng. 
chM earn, short transferal. Tel. 
(01253 7MB41 . ATOL 2687 ATTU 

A GREAT SELECTION of colored 
chalets in Eurap* A Caneda. std 
Total (0181) 048 60S*. ASIA 
ATOL 

6KS SKIING, SHALL VILLAGES, 
Lee Area. 3 Vaffleys/ VWmonrt. 
Exmoant ChaWts/Hoiata. Pram 
£1901 SERIOUS FUN 0171 405 
101 *. 

BELLE PLA&iE. Prtrat* apafWWrrt, 
alps 5. COKMT TV, adj pttte. Aw 
Doc-Aprt h*. Xmas K Na» Yew 

£2aM50fW. 01377 *14445, 

SIMPLY SKI- Quality chalet* in 
Euape's top rasuite: CatirehawaL 
Manual. La Ptatjna. Vetbiar. Val 
tHaara. Ptane call 0IB1 9950323 
AHfA V 1887 ATOL 1322 AJTO 

La nagna/Tlonea. Superb catered 
chatats. most rooms aiHWHa, 
gukSng. nramto, great vetoe. SU 
Bam ATOL AJTO 01243 790405 

LES ARCS/LA ROSIERE. Amazing 
sfcBnp from luxurbxrs cftaltL 
Sitiartitooa DIMS 88W8B. 

COURCHEVEL CatanaJ cftatM. 
Sleeps 12. Avan Jan 18. Feh 15, 
March 1 A* (01484) <2201* 


It's snowing 
in Colorado! 

Ccr*'«d to JL Vcii 

£499 

H^^.rr.aLtea 


I7iIP?Tm71 


ffVALDTSERE 


LOTS OF NEW SNOW 


Rrdund Prices • C«acred Oukis 
Dec 14 - £350 ■ Dee m - £475 


* tofly DnC^rut-er 0*ptTTtur*C * 




0990 550555 

AiTO ATOLOt-»0 ABTA 46AA* 


CANADA. AB the top destinations 
and much more Including the up 
and earning reeorts of Sun Peaks. 
Silver Star and ramie. FtentoJe 
Itineraries to suit your require- 
ments. SU Safari (0171) 2625069. 
AM 

MERISEL tncferfdued private catered 
chalet. Greer location, superb euh 
alne.TeL (01728)452688 


SKI TOP DECK 

Andorra Austria 
Switzerland 

FOB MOUNTAINS OF FUN 
UnOeaiaSte Ap*w Ski 
Chocs ol Accommodation 
Orest lor SnowtxunSnp 
Free SHu Guiding 

Frcir E219r*aoarafiromnioCbi>lir 

0171 370 4555 

Fax D171 373 6201 
Aar* vawx Aim. ?os7 


UERIBELr PRIVATE CHALET- LUX- 
URY 12 tied. S Bath Ctulet- 
Jaruzzl. Satellite. Fox, CD. Pool 
Table, Healed Bom Rack. me., -t 
weeks Ml WC 13Jan. 19 Jan. 26 
Jan, 9 March. January tremCiefi 
npJLW. Id.(HTI-3Sl-2734. 

LEBANON ADVENTURE: Ski, 
WNUwaier.BAJng.lood ■ drink. 
Eirarvrwng *u«s rhls wmtorl 
01025 814788 


If you wish to 
advertise in this 
section please 
telephone the 
Travel Team on 
0171 293 2222 
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the clones..........---- 26 

A new look at : 

Christmas-gift 
cliches-—- 30 


Paying for 
the privilege 

Loyalty cards may cost mpre 
than you realise, warns Nic Cicutti 


N ativity cards from Uncle Roy and Aun- 
tie Hazel are plopping through the let- 
ter box. Santa is wailing for customers 
in his am lli i. plaintive carol singers accost you 
in thc'slrcel - and the kids want a mountain 
hike each. And a new Sony play station, please. 
And what about all the food and drinks? Merry 
Christmas, it's that time of year again. 

A time when, like it or not. plastic cards are 
repea led K used in the search for a few hours 
happiness. Despite all the new year s resolu- 
tions in the world, it is virtually impossible to 
get through the holiday season without adding 
hundreds of pounds to our debts. 

At such times, resigned users can comfort 
themselves with the knowledge that, by using 
the right card, they are at least ensuring a small 
e\rra "bonus out of it. Credit card companies 
know this. That is why they spend vast amounts 
of time devising the right type of loyalty pack- 
age. aimed at ensuring that it is their plastic 
friend we use and no-one else's. 

A study by Steve Worthington, a professor 
at Staffordshire University, details the incred- 
ible effort that card issuers go to to ensure we 
spend money through them alone. In the past 
20 months more than 20 million supermarket 
cards have been issued, while 13 million peo- 
ple have petrol loyalty cards. Of the 30 million 
credit cards in circulation. 55 per cent are linked 
to loyalty programmes. 

The purpose of loyalty cards is to prevent us 
from shopping around and bring to an end our 
car-engendered ■‘promiscuity” with several 
stores or payment methods. Research shows 
that “loyal" shoppers spend twice as much as 
“promiscuous" ones, while in the grocery sec- 
tor. loyalists have larger budgets and their 
sprees are up to four times greater than their 
pickier cminterparts. 

"Companies are [therefore] developing 
schemes that are no longer mere add-ons to 
card-based programmes," Professor Wor- 
thington says. "If a card-based loyalty pro- 
gramme does not offer significant personal gain 
for the consumer, it will lose “wallet share’." 

The use of cards also allows suppliers to build 
a detailed profile of customer likes and dislikes, 
allowing them to tailor their products. 

According to Professor Worthington, this in 
turn allows customers to become more aware 
of their value to suppliers and they expect to 
be rewarded for their patronage. “Loyalty is a 
two-way street and information and rewards 


must flow both ways to allow the relationship 
to thrive," Professor Worthington says. 

The key question is: how do we use our new- 
found consumer power to best effect? The 
study* sponsored by The GM Card, linked to 
the car manufacturer, offers some tips. 

First before deciding on rewards, customers 
should be certain they know what the costs of a 
scheme are, most importantly, the interest rate. 
Some payment cards will have fees attached to 
them, while others offer no interest-free period. 
If you roll up debt on your card, this is nor a prob- 
lem. If you are a prompt payer, it is. 

Second, where rewards are being considered, 
customers need to decide whether they want 
to redeem their points only through the issuer 
or whether they prefer a third-party alternative. 

Remember also that tbere may be special 
offers. Contraiy to claims made by The GM 
Card, it is possible to obtain greater discounts 
through special offers with Tmstcard than 
simply looking at the points system. On a £3,000 
spend, Barclaycard offers £150 off a Ford, com- 
pared to £90 with Vauxhall’s GM Card. 

Also, it helps to decide whether you want a 
wide choice of rewards. With The GM Card, 
there is one: a hefty discount on new \fouxhall 
cars. Barclaycaid not only offers reductions on 
Fords, but a large range of other gifts. 

Professor Worthington points out that loy- 
alty programmes need not be mutually exclu- 
sive and it is possible to divide one's support 
between, say, petrol and grocery cards. 

“Consumers are also double-dipping," he 
says. “This means they double the value of their 
rewards by using both a payment and a non- 
payment card in tandem. Thus, buying at a 
supermarket or petrol station, the double-dip- 
per uses the supplier’s loyalty card to gain 
rewards based on his or her patronage whilst 
at the same time using a payment card that 
offers double rewards." 

Large organisations use the knowledge they 
gain of our spending habits to target us with 
what they believe we will want Of course, this 
depends on whether we want to play their game. 

Take Professor Worthington’s first piece of 
advice - that of getting the best APR deal for 
our money. It is well-known to a discerning 
minority of customers that the cheapest credit 
comes not from the large card issuers, such as 
Barclaycaid, NatWest or even TSB. One of the 
best APR rates comes from Royal Bank of 
Scotland, which charges 14.5 per cent on its 




fear of 
finance 


MasterCard. Alternatively, Robert Flem- 
ing/Save & Prosper has the base rate-linked 
card, which is pegged at 5 points above base 
rates, giving an APR of 11 percent. The bank’s 
Visa and MasterCards charge 14.6 per cent, but 
there is a £12 annual fee. 

When you consider that at best, the likely 
benefit firom'a loyalty programme is 3 per cent 


of total spend, it makes sense to find the cheap- 
est APR rather than pay 19 per cent or more 
to get the toaster or cuddly toy you wanted. 

Of course, there is always the nuclear option 
- it might just be possible to heed that new 
year’s resolution and refuse to take part in the 
spending madness. You maybe a lot better off 
for it, both spiritually and financially. - 


A re Londoners the worst 
in Britain at managing 
their own money? This, 

apparently, is the conclusion 
of a report carried out on 
behalf of IFA Promotion, a 
group which promotes inde- 
pendent financial advice. 

The research, carried out by 
Mintel, a well-respected or- 
ganisation, shows Londoners 
have lost track of more than 
£2,000 each on average. By 
contrast, their West Midlands 
counterparts have lost sight of 
just £1,400 apiece. People liv- 
ing in the South-east of Eng- 
land do not know the where- 
abouts of £1,900 each. 

The lost money referred to, 
more than £77bn for the 
whole of the UK, is an esti- 
mate of all the forgotten and 
unclaimed cash sloshing 
around in bank, building and 
friendly society, accounts, 
National Savings, stocks and 
shares. 

Of course, reports like this 
have an ulterior motive. IFA 
Promotion regularly comes 
up with similar wheezes. The 
aim of the exercise is to direct 
us to one of its advisers, who 
will helpfully guide us on how 
to invest this money - or any 
money we may have, for that 
matter. Even so, there is 
something here to make us sit 
up and listen. 

The report points out that, 
while some of the money 
would be hard to access, about 
£14bn of it simply lies in dor- 
mant or obsolete building 
society accounts. Even if thtty 
think they know where their 
money is, and many have for- 
gotten, savers are receiving 
pitiful rates of interest on 
their deposits. 

V ^Some£1.6bn languishes on 
National Savings extension 
rates, far less generous than 
the amount normally paid, 
and National Savings is not 
the most generous organisa- 
tion in the first place. 

An extra £336bn comes 
from inheritance money left to 
rot for years in bank or build- 
ing society accounts. Life 
assurance policies which have 
matured and await collection 
chalk up a further £1.9bn. 
Whenever someone says 


they want to make investors’ 
money ,l work harder" for 
them, I feel slightly queasy. I 
find it hard not to come up 
with mental images of little £5 
notes on steroids, dcmenwdly 
raring round a gym to build up 
their puny muscles. 

But there is no denying 
that, despite its self-interested 
style, IFA Promotion has a 
point 

Next week, millions of us 
will switch on our televisions 
and buy newspapers to dis- 
cover what the Chancellor, 
Kenneth Clarke, has decided 
to do in his Budget. Mr 
Clarke’s announcements will 
delight some, anger others 
and leave most of us 
unmoved. Foreign observers 
have often remarked how 
peculiarly British the entire 
affair is. 

The combination of macro- 
economic policy, coupled with 
more down-to-earth decisions 
about fags, petrol and booze, 
is one of the few times when 
the vast majority of us are will- 
ing to entertain serious debate 
on financial issues. 

Not for one minute should 
wc get rid of any of this. But 
we should, never the less, get 
things in perspective. While 
Mr Clarke’s penny on here 
and tuppence off there will 
make a real difference to our 
lives, it Is also a fact that what 
might make as much differ- 
ence is a touch more planning 
in our financial affairs. 

For many, this will seem a 
meaningless proposition: what 
is there to plan about if you 
are a pensioner or long-term 
unemployed person on state 
benefits? 

A fair point. But it is also 
true that a little planning - 
along with a little more 
money, to be sure - can help 
most people. The first step we 
might want to take is to sift 
through all the papers left 
mouldering for years in draw- 
ers and attics throughout the 
country. 

That way, irrespective of Mr 
Clarke’s pre-election give- 
aways. that long-forgotten pol- 
icy might still ensure a nice lit- 
tle windfall. 

Nic Cicutti 


Looking. 


for the best flexible mortgage? 

You just found it! 


Flexible im ulg.igcs are curdling on fust. 
People appreciate the opportunity to vary 
ilieir miiMthh payments in line with 
■.ij.in.ee* in ilunr financial circumstance* - 
un.i ihc piHenti.ii to repay their mortyane 
earlier ami nime u M-effectbvIy than with 
a ii 'in eniioii.it home loan. 

But which Ls the best flexible 
mortgage to choose? 

With Flexible Reserve fn ini Lejsil Jfc General, you 


can enjoy a low interest rote of just 6.24% 
APR 6.5% (variable) , PLUS 3 FRF.E property' 
valuation and &350 paid ro you after your 
mortgage completes - with no ■‘redemption 
penalties" at ail. It’s a package that 
no other flexible mortgage currently 
matches. So if you’re looking for a flexible 
mortgage, make sure you cal! Legal & 
General Tor a free Fltrahk 1 Reserve quotation 
now or contact vour financial advisee 


Call us FREE on 0800 66 44 44 
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Find out why 
pension plans are 
not all the same. 


f’erfaaps you. think that all pension plans are the same. If 
you do, then you would be making a big mistake. Here are 
some of the reasons why you should consider an Equitable 
Pension Plan. 

The Equitable Life: 

* Pays no commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business. 

* Has no shareholders. 

'Our Pension Plan: 

* Lets you retire earlier or later than planned - 
without penalty. 

* vary your contributions - without 

* £d^&sr offa,u!!n,hee ™“« f « i “* 

So, if you would like to find out more about hoxv The 
Equiiable Pension Plan is not the same us most others, coll 
us direct on (0990) 38 48 5S or send off the coupon below 
for more information by post and by telephone. 
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M was in May 1972, 
when I predicted 
the Financial Times 30-share 
index, which was the main 
stock market measure at the 
time, would go through 7(M). 

The index had just moved 
above the 520 level for the 
first time in about eight years, 
and I thought that move was 
pointing to much higher 
prices to come. What hap- 
pened was that the index rose 
another 25 points, and then 
turned around and plunged. 
Between May 1972 and Jan- 
uary 1976, it lost nearly 70 per 
cent of its value. 

That particular mistake 
didn't really cost me that 
much money in terms of my 
own personal investments, 
but h has been used as a whip 
for the media to beat me for 
the past 24 years. 

The media started to pay 
attention to my work in the 
fate 1960s, and one of my 
forecasts was that the FT30 
would reach the level of 520, 
not go much hi gh er and then 
fall to 300 before reaching a 


My biggest 
mistake 


Investment guru 
Bob Beckman 


level of 520 again. In other 
words, I was saying a bear 
market was imminent - and it 
was. It happened. But I was in 
disagreement with everyone 
else. You don't win any pop- 
ularity contests for being right 
on your own, you win popu- 
larity contests if you're right 
when everybody else is right. 

When that bear market hit 
bottom at 305 in February 
1970, 1 became very bullish 
and said: ‘Now is the time to 
buy shares, when everybody 
else is bearish.’ And I was 
right again. The index got up 
to the 520s in May 1972, and 
then, because I thought they’d 
climb further, I was finally, 
ruefully wrong. 

Journalists said: ‘Now is 
the time to develop a contrary 
Beckman indicator. Beckman 
was bullish at the very, very 
top, so whenever Beckman is 
bullish, turn bearish, and 
whenever Beckman is bear- 
ish, turn bullish.’ That went 
on for years, and it all started 
with that one bad forecast. 

When that 1972-1975 
recession hit. I didn’t expect 


it. I began to question myself 
on why. How could I possibly 
miss one of the worst reces- 
sions we'd seen since the 
Great Depression? 

So I started to examine a 
lot of the economic tools 

which 1 had been using and 
the financial tools which had 
given me that target of 700 for 
the 30-share index. I started 
to question it and began to 
look at some of the long-term 
cyclical economists that I 
didn’t pay too much attention 
to while I was at university. 1 
should have been paying 
attention, because they were 
the type of people who would 
have been able to forecast the 
1972-75 recession. 

As a result of that. I 
changed my way of economic 
t hinkin g. 1 abandoned all the 
micro-economic tools I had 
been using, and started look- 
ing at the economy on a much 
more macro bass, and started 
to look at long-term cyclical 
trends. It was a real watershed 
in my approach to the invest- 
ment and the economy. It 
taught me that I didn’t know 


everything and that I should 
look at things in a much, 
broader scope, which I have 
been doing ever since. It's 
made me much more cau- 
tious and much more conser- 
vative. And I haven't made a 
forecasting error of anything 
like that magnitude since. 

I forecast the 1987 Crash 
10 days before it happened on 
LBC'and in my publication, 
iruestors' Bulletin. So many 
people claim to have pre- 
dicted the 1987 Crash, it’s 
hard to believe how it could 
ever have happened. But I did 
forecast it. and that's well- 
documented. On the surface, 
everything in the UK and US 
equity markets looked fairly 
calm." But, beneath the sur- 
face. there was a tremendous 
amount of turbulence. Tech- 
nically, it just looked like it 
was crumbling, and big diver- 
gences were building up 
between the leading indices 
and the broad market. 

I had sold out before then, 
because I’m a value investor, 
and with my own personal 
money, ! just didn’t like the 


values that equities were 
offering. 1 didn’t sell out 
because I saw a Crash was 
coming. I sold out because I 
liked bond markets better. 

What 1 try to explain "to 
people is that markets are 
non-linear dynamic systems. 
That means todays influence 
may not be the same as 
tomorrow's influence. Today 
we may have share prices 
going up because interest 
rates fall. Next week we may 
have them going up because 
interest rates do the opposite. 
There is no such thing as a 
fixed cause and effect. The 
only hitching post an investor 
has is value. When he sees 
markets offering good value, 
good yields, good dividend 
covers, reasonable price. earn- 
ings ratios, that’s the time to 
be there. When he sees mar- 
kets that offer pour relative 
values, the investor shun Id 
pull in his horns.” 

Bob Beckman's laivsi l\mk is 
u House quake " ( Ri tshnicre 

H-7 nne. £14.95). He ie,is bilk- 
ing to Paul Slade. 


Taxmen give notice I HERE’S ONE 
on redundancy pay OF THIS PAPER’S 

Employees will lose out, writes Nic Cicutti BEST STORIES 


H undreds of thousands 
of people facing the 
grim prospect of 
redundancy may be hit even 
harder by an additional tax 
sting from the Inland Rev- 
enue, unless action is taken 
now to minimise the blow. 

Revenue officials say they 
intend to tax payments in lieu 
of notice made to staff who 
arc made redundant This 
much stricter interpretation 
of tax rules, announced in 
August, is part of the taxman’s 
bid to daw back some of the 
estimated £1.5bn foregone . 
each year from payments 
made to staff who lose their 
jobs. 

At present, employees .do 
not have to pay tax on the first 
£30,000 of their redundancy 
payoff. 

This is the statutory 
amount based on gross salary, 
age and number of years’ ser- 
vice. Maximum payments are 
£205 a week, up to a total of 
£6.150. But many companies, 
either through union pressure 
or because they feel generous, 
have redundancy agreements 
considerably in excess of this 
amount 

When employees lose their 
jobs, employers will usually 
top up any redundancy pay- 
ment with the salary normally 
paid in lieu of notice, be that 
one, three or six months 
worth of money. As Jong as 
the combined amount was 
under the £30,000 limit, no 
tux was levied on it 
The Inland. Revenue has 
always contested this practice, 
arguing that payments in lieu 
of notice (orFilots, as experts 
call them) are part of a sepa- 
rate contractual agreement 
between a company and its 
employee and therefore sub- 
ject to tax. 

Tn August, the taxman 




Hie only way is down: Redundant employees will 
be hit with an extra sting from the Revenue 


pounced. The Revenue said it 
no longer intended to permit 
Pilots to be untaxed. One 
month later, Thom EMI lost 
a case linked to the same issue 
which it had argued before 
the Special Commissioners, 
arbitrators in tax matters. The 
company is considering an 
appeal to the High Court. 

The upshot has been a mad 
scramble by employers to get 
round the new restriction. 
One common device is to 
remove any reference to 
Pilots, whether at the com- 
pany's discretion or other- 
wise, from employees’ con- 
tracts of employment. 

Employers hope that by 
doing so, the Revenue will be 


unable to argue that any 
notice paid to staff alongside 
their redundancy payments 
forms pan of a contractual 
agreement between both 
sides. 

John Whiting, a tax partner 
at Price Wfcterhouse, the char- 
tered accountants, and also 
chairman of the Chartered 
Institute of Taxation, says: 
“The Revenue’s position is a 
pre-emptive strike against 
these payments. 1 suppose 
we should at least be grateful 
that they have decided to 
stake out their position so 
clearly. 

“It makes eminent sense to 
strike out such a clause [of 
pay in lieu of notice] in a con- 


tract of employment if this is 
simply stated as a discre- 
tionary right on the part of the 
company. But I can under- 
stand the fears of employees 
who may fear that they are 
losing a right to something, 
even if it does not amount to 
much." 

Mr Whiting says that while 
taxman can still examine the 
overall redundancy payment 
between the individual and 
the company to determine 
whether part of the payoff is 
made up of Pilot, this option 
may still be the best available. 

Union experts argue that 
where salary in lieu of notice 
is not a discretionary arrange- 
ment, a separate deal 
whereby a person waives this 
•right at the moment of redun- 
dancy in return for a sepa- 
rately enhanced payoff is the 
best alternative. However, 
this is likely to come under 
even tighter - and negative - 
Revenue scrutiny. 

A company always had the 
right to deny Pilots to staff, 
forcing them to work out 
their notice instead, however 
unlikely in the event of redun- 
dancy. 

But staff should seek to 
ensure that in the event of a 
successful High Court chal- 
lenge by Thorn EMI or 
another firm, their employer 
will reinstate the Riot provi- 
sion in their contracts, dis- 
cretionary or otherwise. 

The key question is 
whether a firm will continue 
to make such payments even 
though they are no longer 
even referred to as a discre- 
tionary option in the con- 
tract of employment 

Ultimately, it all comes 
down to how much you trust 
your boss. In today’s climate, 
that may not be ftirt her than 
you can throw him. 
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On Tuesday, the Budget will be handed down; Nic Gicutti asks what is likely to be sacrificed 


$ 


A S vdth so many other armui 
ntuals, the Budget is almo 
upon us. Ahead of it wi 
• . come the pundits’ predictions, fo 
lowed shortly afterwards by tfi 
i briefest of shrugs when their fon 
;• ^ out to be totally wronf 

It is still useful to examine som 
• 5* options available to th 
■ Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, 

. only so that should he rule aga in! 
, painful measure 

. it will almost seem as if he has don 
• us a big favour. 

: - Most experts believe this is like] 

, to be an intensely political Budge 
; with the City's expectations c 
financial probity tempered b 
strong electoral imperatives, 
r Not that it has halted furious lot 
bying by interest groups. Tbe Chai 
tered Institute of Taxation, expert 
in tax law. have long argued for ; 
• simplified system. 

David Frost, president of thi 
CIX says; “Urgent reforms an 
1 required, including a simplified 
! tion of tax bands, a review of leg 
• islation covering employee benefit 
- in kind and a commitment to inte 
grate National Insurance contri 
butions and income tax." 

While root-and-branch reform i 
unlikely, Mr Clarke is expected ti 


What they fear and what they expect from Mr Clarke 


cut the basic rate of income tax, 
possibly by a penny or two, bring- 
ing it further down towards the 20 
per cent target set by the Conser- ~ The hope 
vatjves several years ago. 

However, there is little hope • Reduction in basic-rate tax by 
that he will take milli ons of people ' at least 1 per cent 
out of the tax net altogether, by • Rise in personal tax allowance 
raising the personal allowance above inflation 
threshold significantly above £3,765 • Abolish 1 per cent stamp duty 

or increasing the 20 per cent tax on house purchases above 
ceiling beyond £3,900 on top of £60,000 
that. After all, there are precious' . ' • Soap or increase £200,000 
few votes to be gained from such a IHT ceiling 
strategy. m Abolish or simplify CGT 

More likely are changes designed • Increase investments in PEPS 

to ease the Capital Gains "fax bur- from £6,000 to £7,500 and sin- 
den faced by some investors on gl e-company PEPs to £5,000 
profits from tbe sale of shares and 
second homes. 

CGT is fiendishly complicated to theoretically rewarding “responsi- 
calculate and administer. The first ble" long-term investors. 

£6J300 of realised profits are free'of . Another area the Government 
CGT and, in any case, it is possible may tackle is Inheritance Ihx 
to minimise the tax further. (IHT). Last year, Mr Major indi- 

The Government has said that it rated he wanted to scrap EHT. 
would like to simplify and, if pos- Mr Clarke raised the limit below 

sible, abolish CGT completely, which IHT need not be paid on a 
Politically, it would ais&send the dead person's estate (including 
right message to potential Tbiy property) from £140.000 to 
deserters. £200,000. 

Options here include reducing Raising IHT levels, while seem- 
the CGT rate or giving more relief ingly generous, need not afreet 
to assets held for longer periods, huge numbers, as most of us inherit 


The fear 

• Increase in insurance pre- 
mium tax 

• Slash tax-free redundancy 
entitlements 

• increase in employers' 
National Insurance contribu- 
tions 

• Reduce or end mortgage tax 
relief 

• Remove tax breaks from 
pension contributions 

• Limit tax relief on popular 
PEPs or Tessas 


well below the current £200,000 tax- market in crisis. This year, prices 
free limit. have picked up and he may not be 

One area where the Government feeling so generous, 
may continue its inexorable march Paradoxically, the effect of a 
is the long-running reduction of reduction in Miras may have a 
mortgage tax relief (Miras). This very minor effect on mongage 
has already suffered under succes- lenders' tendency lo raise home 
sive Chancellors, having been cut loan interest rates. After the recent 
from the marginal rate of tax to just rise in base rates, most lenders said 
15 per cent by 1994. The £30,000 they would reserve judgement on 
mortgage limit for Miras has been whether to follow suit on mortgages 
frozen for years. until they digested the City's verdict 

Last year, Mr Clarke's hand was on the Budget, 
temporarily stayed by a housing While unlikely, there may be a 



calculation in some quarters that a 
still-fragile housing market could 
ill-afford a combined attack from 
the Chancellor on Miras, plus an 
immediate raise in rates. 

For potential home buyers who 
feel that the Chancellor is set to 
give away all bar the kiteben sink, 
thereby prompting the City to 
demand higher interest rates, fixing 
now is key. 

While the Chancellor is unlikely 
to widen breaks for tax-free invest- 
ments such as personal equity 
plans, he may act to rescue two for- 
gotten higher-risk investments - 
Venture Capital Trusts and Enter- 
prise Investment Schemes - that 
have not proved universally popu- 
lar. Some experts hope the Gov- 
ernment may increase VCT and 
EIS tax breaks from 20 to 40 per 
cent, in line with the marginal rales 
paid by many of their most likely 
investors. 

Fbr the rest of us, the hope is that 
Mr Clarke docs not home in on 
easy taxes that have a high, but hid- 
den effect on our living standards. 

One such levy is Insurance Pre- 
mium Tax (IPT). charged at a rate 
of about 3 per cent on anything 
from AA membership to travel 
insurance. 


Despite claims in 1993. when IPT 
was introduced, that it would cost 
an average family jusi £18 a year, 
the real figures are at least twiee 
and perhaps three times that 
amount. The industry fears a dou- 
bling of EPT leading to signifi. 
candy higher insurance bills. 

Sandy Dunn, managing director 
for Tbuchline Insurance? said; “A 
notable rise in motor insurance pre- 
miums across the industry is 
inevitable in the coming months. 
The fact that premiums have been 
kept artificially low by competitive 
pressures has already forced some 
players to leave the market. 

“A rise in IPT would make the 
burden of rising premiums even 
greater for the consumer. Doubling 
levels would add another £10 to the 
average motor policy." 

Mr Dunn warned that one side- 
effect of such a rise would be to 
accentuate a trend among young or 
less well-off motorists towards 
cheaper third party-only insurance. 

Whichever way the Chancellor 
moves next Tuesday, be prepared 
for some sleight of hand. Headline- 
grabbing tax cuts arc one thing but 
it needs to be paid for somehow. 
One way or another, it will come 
out of our own pockets. 


Win on the swings 
and roundabouts 


John Windsor on riches to be found at the fair 


A ll the fun of the to, the 
circus and the amuse- 
ment arrade is going 
: under the hammer. At the age 
of 24, auctioneer Steve Hunt, 
who bought his first fairground 
, ride at the. age of 14; has cor- A 
:riered the Iron's share of the. 
i auction market in antique' 
amusements. 

An Edwardian hand-; 
cranked roundabout with 12 
carved wooden borses in orig- 
inal paint, suspended on brass 
barley-twist rods, fetched 
£6,000 last year at one of his 
i quarterly auctions of fair- 
ground art and slot machines. 
A circus trapeze safety net 
made £25, a Thirties Mills 
one-armed bandit £700 - and 
ten tons of mixed elephant and 
horse manure a fiver. (The pile 
had been rotting nicely since 
Gerry Cottle sold -the ele- 
phants four years ago, but the 
lone bidder has yet to carry off 
his scoop). 

Fairground art - whose 
brightly painted carved ani- 
mals and gold- rococo scroll- 
work makes it rare of the most 
■ robust genres .of Victorian 
'. popular art - is getting scarcer 
and scarcer. Showmen's yards, 

- where dismantled round- 
abouts and swingboats were 
stored for tbe winter then 
finally abandoned, have been 
plundered by dealers; says Mr 
Hunt. “There are no great 
finds left," he reckons. 

Only 50 of the 400 lots at his 
next quarterly sale on Sunday 
I December at 1pm at the 
Colville School at Ctaeny Hin- 
ton. Cambridgeshire, are fair- 
ground art, the rest mostly 
amusement machines. Until 
this year he could expect dou- 
ble that number of fairground 
pieces. Among the few on 
offer are five roundabout ani- 
mals carved in the Forties or 
Fifties - including a pig, a 
cockerel and a horse, expected 
to fetch £600-£700 each. 

Last year saw the ISth and 
final auction of carved fair- 
ground animaJ&and carousel 
art at Brillscote Farm, in Wilt- 
shire. Before going under the. 
hammer, the stock used to 
earn its keep on hire to film 
studios. Grierson Gower, co- 
founder of Brillscote Rum 
Auctions, said the business 
rale, levied on showmen’s 



Lots of interest: Buyers at an auction of fairground equipment Photo; News Team 


yards and even parked fair- 
ground wagons, had been the 
last straw. . 

“There was nowhere else for 
the rides to be stored. How 
they're practically all gone." 

You might think that nos- 
talgia would drive collectors 
and dealers to compete hotiy 
for the diminishing supply of 
fairground art. Hardly. 

.. Collectors and dealers at Mr 
- Hunt’s auctions do not appear 
" eager to drive up prices. They 
ace niggardly bidders. They 
eye each other like hawks and 
. have developed the habit - 
infuriating to auctioneers - of 
a&dfrfng goods to go unsold 
then crowding to the auction- 
eers rostrum to broach after- 
saledeak at Tow prices. 

1907 toground Cake 
Wrfk (jiggfin£platform), one 
of only five left, was haggled 
tivciSr.for three months after a 
sale last year before changing 
hands ai £30*000. . 

TSifrodafittors dooccasion- 
afly bdoa bidding. A ghost 
.trjip’s-j Bride pf .Dracula in 
octffin. si working order with 
sffiitdTeftecis, fetched £510. 

anawfll no doubt recoup the 
oufigyby reminding customers 
to Bkxkfy Mmys. A two- 
headed calt one . erf several 
taxidermic freaks, made £210. 

Despite the finicky bidding. 


the quarterly auctions of Mr 
Hunt’s Antique Amusement 
Company are the biggest in 
- Europe - big enough to get 
him barred from the village 
hall at Stow-cum-Quy, Cam- 
bridgeshire, where his £5 
entrance. fee (admits two; free 
catalogue) was considered 
exorbitant 

“These are serious auc- 
tions " he retorts, “not occa- 
sions for locals to drink tea". 

His own private collection is 
the talk of the trade. At one of 
his own auctions last year, he 
put in the winning bid of 
£4,000 for an 1895 Gavioli 
organ, once the centrepiece of 
a galloper roundabout 

The set of six Edwardian 
solid oak adult swing-boats 
withunique brass hanging rods 
was almost unnoticed in an 
auction in Norfolk, carelessly 
catalogued as “child’s swing . 
boat". Having paid £510 fork 
and restored it Mr Hunt says 
be would not be parted from 
it at any price. - 

He tours his slot machines 
m a trader pulled by a Land 
Rover. Punters pay £1 for 20 
old pennies. It does not mat- 
ter much if they nick a few: 
replacements cost only £30 
per 1,000 in the trade. 

The 1890;model Winchester 


50p. But the spinning drum 
that throws molten sugar 
through a wire mesh demands 
skilful manipulation. At first, 
in Mr Hunt's inexperienced 
bands, it went out of control, 
draping tbe walls of his par- 
ents' kitchen with sticky pink 
cobwebs. 

His most cherished relic is 
the onfy surviving fragment of 
William Thylor’s Bioscope, or 
travelling cinema, of 1903-4 - 
a panel from its 100ft illumi- 
nated frontage, with carved 
face and sunburst, dotted with 
light-bulb sockets. He bought 
it at one of bis own auctions. 
“I love this,” he says: “In fact 
.1 like everything that’s over- 
the-terp. opulent". 

Besides regular auctions, he 
publishes the monthly 
Antiques Amusements Maga- 
zine. It carries advertisements 
such as: “Help! Does anybody 
know where I ran get a set of 
reel strips for a Mills bandit?” 
and “It pays to buy Baker's de- 
crapinated pennies. The hand- 
sorted, premium selected pen- 
nies in Baker’s mixture work 
our far cheaper than other 
bags of corroded crap." 

Mr Hunt now wants to buy 
a seaside pier - the onfy one 
of three lifetime ambitions 
still unfulfilled. The other two 
were to own an amusement 


SELLING YOUR ENDOWMENT! 

FOR BIGGERMONEY 

CAM- SEC Nriw 

0181 207*666 


, repeater rifj« in his shooting 

gaHeiytoltveamraunition.lt arcade and a to. He covets 
— ’ was not the regulation of "the the. .west pier in Brighton, 

supply of live ammunition in 

the Sixties that led showmen to 
switch to air rifles, he says, but 
the fact that they suspected the 
taxman had access to ammo 
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suppliers’ receipts, revealing 
bew much fairground folk had 
bought from them. 

Then there Is Mr Hunt’s 
temperamental candy floss 
madiine. Bought for £l,0001t 


which dosed 20 years ago and 
lost its middle section, iu 
storms in 1987. It would cost 
him a lot of pennies -to put 
right: around two billion. . 


Steve Hunt, Antique Amuse- 
ment Co, (01223-813041 or 
0850413712). Brillscote Farm 
Auctions shop 22a Camden 
Passage, London N2 (0171- 


p remised big profits from spun . 359-25971, warehouse 127 fbrt- 
sugar on a stick costing onfy 4p eras Road, London NW1 
a go .to make and selling for (01 72-387 6039). 



Read about the Budget 
in The Independent 

Andrew Marr, Donald MacIntyre, Polly 
Toynbee, Gavyn Davies of Goldman Sachs, 
Suzanne Moore, Hamish McRae, David 
Aaronovitch and Jeremy Warner will write 
on the Budget next Wednesday. 


Thinks a fund with 
21% yearly return 
is excellent* 


Likes the sound 
of a fund that's 
been in the top ^ 
10% of all unit 
trusts since 1986' 



Sees the 
benefit of 
no entry or 
exit charges 5 


Wants to talk 
to someone 
who speaks 
plain English 
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Save and prosper: the best borrowing and saving rates 



Heptane 

% Rato and 

Max 

m mm 

me :- : •: 

period 

advt 

Frad rata 

ScartxHough BS 

0800 590547 

050 te 1 year 

85 

Irish Permanent 

0181 746 3334 

435 fur 2 yeas 

75 

Northern Rock 

0800591500 

7.49 to 1 / 1/02 

95 

triable rates 
Scatoofough BS 

0800 590547 

0 . 65 % for 1 year 

90 

FYindpa&ty BS 

01222344188 

3.50% to 1/1 W8 

75 

Northern Rock BS 

0800 591500 

424% to 1/1/00 

95 

First time buyers fixed rates 
Bristol 1 West BS 0800 608088 

1.95 to 1/10/97 

90 


Incentive 


0.75% - 


£295 — 


Newcastle 8$ 01912442468 

Cheltenham & Gtou 0800 272131 
first time buyers variable rates 
Principality BS 01222 344188 
Greenwich BS 0181 8588212 
Northern Rod BS 0800 591500 


6.49 to 1/1/00 
7.59 for 5 years 


95 

95 


1.00tol/II/97 M 
3.49% for 2 yean 95 
524% to 1/1/02 95 


275 — 

£295 

£495 Free valuation 


£250 — 

— Refund vain fee 

'T-rrvtc* 


1st 5 yiS:7.04% of sura repaid 
1st 4 yrs: 6 mths mterest 
1st 6 yrs:5% of sum repaid 

1st 5 yr&633% of sum repaid 
To 3Q/1Q/D1: dbicount redmd 
1st 7 yis; 5% of sun repaid 

"fo 30/9/OL 6-8 mths infarct 
lb 1/1/03; 5% of advance 
lst6yrs:6mfhsint 

To 32/10/01: discount redmd 
1st 5 yrs; discount redaumd 
1st 7 jus; 5% of sum repaid 


Telephone 

Unsecured 

Northern Rock BS 0345 421421 
Direct Line 0141 2439966 
Nationwide BS via local branch 
Secured (second charze) 
Clydesdale Bank 0800 Z4W24 
Royal B of Scotland 0131 523 7023 
Barclays Bank 0800 000929 


telephone 

Woolwich BS 0800400900 

Alliance & Leicester 0500 959595 
Abbey National 0500 200500 

C8EDIT CARDS ' " 

Telephone 

Standard 

Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 

Robert Flemingft&P M00 829024 

RBS Advanta 0800 077770 

Gold cards 

Co-operative Bank 0345 212212 

RBS Advanta 0800 077770 

Royal B of Scotland 01702 362890 

Telephone 

John Lewis via store 

Marks and Spencer 01244681681 
Seam via store 


APR' 


Max LTV Fixed monthly payments (£3.000 over 3 years) 




Witli insurance 

WitfaoBt insurance 

12.9H 


£11266 

£10253 

13.9E 


£11186 

£10133 

14.9 


£113.15 

£102.49 



Max LTV Advance 

Terra 

7.5 

Nag 

£3K - £15K 

6 mths to 25 years 

8.7 

70% 

£23X-£100K 

3 years to retirement 

9.3/9.E 

80% 

£10K-£75K 

5 to 25 years 




Account 

Authorised 
% pm APR 

Unauthorised 

%pm 

APR 

Current 

0.76 93 

2.18 

29.5 

Affiance 

0.76 

9.5 

220 

29.8 

Current 

0.94 

11.9 

2.18 

29.5 




Card Type 

Min 

Rata 

APR 

Annual 

Int. free 


Income 

% pm 

% 

Fee 

period 

AdvantapVisa 

— 

0.64N 

7 JON 

nil 

Odays 

MasterCarti/Vsa 

— 

03167 

1L50 

id . 

Odays 

Visa 

— 

034N 

1L9QN 

id 

56 days 

Visa 

£20.000 

0.50 

10.50 . 

£120 

46 days 

Visa 

£201)00 

0i4N 

11.90N 

nil 

56 days 

Visa 

£20.000 

1.05N 

I4.50N 

£35 

46 days 


3H3E 

Si - i-J w - Iri-.+i 

L If 1 


Payment by direct debit 

Payment by other methods 

% pm 

APR 

% pm 

APR 

139 

18.0 

139 

18.0 

1j87 

24.8 

1J7 

263 

L94 

25.9 

230 

293 


APR AmwaSsBdpattntaeB /ate 8^ BaA&^andCaDterdsmsmms LJVLtuntovato KSUAcddei^skhtessaadamnpkvme^ 
E And^locamprehu^ motor insurance pokrfnklcrsz^aw22 revs. 

N Intmditfwy mte k* a Bmted period. 

M rales subject to dongs vnthout notice. 



Telephone 

Account 


fate 

Intaret 


number 


ortamr £ 

%. 

interval 


PortmanBS 

01202292444 

Instant Access 

- Instant ' £100 

4.50 

iter 

Co-Operative Bank 

0345 252000 

Pathfinder 

Instant - £6300 . 

4.75 

Month 

Direct line 

01816671121 

Instant Savings 

Instant a £10300 

530 

Ybar 

Direct Lire 

0181 667 1121 

Instant Savings . 

Want '£50300- 

5J5 

Ybar 


Teachers’ BS 01202 887171 Bufioti 

Affiance &LsicBS 0645228858 brstant Direct ' 

Bristol & West BS 0800901109 Instant Acess Postal 
Bristol 8 West BS . 0800 901109 instant Acess Postal 


•PtefaF" 


Cheltenham & One 
StiptonBS - 
National Counties BS 
Leeds & Halted B$ 


6800717505 Drat-3b'i ; "- 

01756700511 

01372747771 Direct 90 \£'i 
01132257777 Pasaftsms.'-ih 



£500. - 
.AQQ0 ' 
EIOJMO 
£25,000 


Eiod 
£30,000 

£2,000 a 

eiqjoqf, 



tOenmat Benson* 
KafifaxBS . 
ChebeaBS **“ 

Jufen Hodge Bank 


JnfiaiT Hodge Bank , 
YteksldreBS 
Woolwich BS 
Coventry BS 


01202502404 ■ WCA.r'^^ 
01422 335333 TteftRfeetfgf. 
0800717515 -Obssfcft^- 

01222220800 'Rtf* tv 


01222220800 Fixed Term Deposit 

0800 378836 fixed fate&md 

0800222200 Freed Rate Bond 

0345 665522 Fixed Rate Bond 


Sun Banking Carp 01438 744505 Find fate TESSA 

NatVtest Bank 0800 200400 Fixed Rate TESSA 

Birmingham Midshires 0645 720721 Inflation Beater 

Principally BS 01222344188 


Man Hodge Bank 01222 220800 fixed Rate TESSA 

Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 Fixed fate TESSA 

Na&onal Counties BS 01372 747771 

Birmingham Midshires 0645 720721 inflation Beater 


bfttert * 


IVear 

31/3/98 

30/11/99 


5 yea is 
5 years 
5 years 


5 years 
5 years 
5 yean 
S.yean 


£23Q0> 
£M#»’ 
£10J900 * 
EKkoar- 


£im 

£5,000 

£1300 

£ 1,000 


£8,575 

£5,000 

£ 1,000 

£500 


£9,000 

£9,000 

£9,000 

£1300 


5.20 Month 

4.00 Quarter 

435 Thar 

125 Mty/Yty 


6.75F Maturity 
6.60F Maturity 
6J5F Tfear 
730F Year 


7J0F 

7.45F 

7j00 

6.80 


8j 0OF Year 
7.50F Ybar 
7.20 Ybar 
7.00 Ybar 


Premium Lie 
PremhmLffe 
Premium Life 
Premium UfB 
Premhm Lite 


0800 838020 
0800 838020 
0800 838020 
0800838020 
0800838020 


l! 


3 years 
4yess 

5 jeari 


£ 10.000 

£ 10,000 

£ 10,000 

£10060 

£50.000 


N*casUe Bank Gfliralter 00 350 76168 Nova Access 
First National Goan Ud H481 710400 30 Day Notice 
PDrtman ChanneHsfcttds 01481 882747 fixed Interest Bbnd 
Northern Reck. Guem 01481 714600 MHtenniun Bond 


'tateato - £Z5,OO0 

30 day : • • “ £10/01 
i/wtr i '%(^oo 


535FN Year 
53QFN Year 
5J95FN Ybar 
6.05FN Ybar 
6-35FN Ybar 


130 Ybar. 
150 Ybar 
150 Ybar- 
730F Ybar 



Investment Accounts 


Income Bonds 

Capital Bond 
First Option Bonds 


lmo&T- 



loose 

change 


Direct Line, the telephone 
insurer, is increasing from 50 
to 65 per cent the no-daims 
discount available to com- 
pany car drivers when they 
switch to a private car. Call 
0181-6S6 2468. 

Black Horse Financial Ser- 
vices has published a free 
guide to pensions which aims 
to highlight the dangers of 
under-funding for retirement. 
For copies call 0800 269062. 

ABenbxfdge Group, a ^ 
financial research house, is 
offering a free copy of its ftp 

Talk magazine, with details of 
herw to choose a personal 
equity plan, plus a review of ' 
13 PEPS and rankings of over 
1,000 PEPs. Call 0500 551000. 

Moores Marr Bradley, a 
leading pension company, is 
offering free copies of its 
briefing document on the 
new Pensions Act, due to 
come into effect in April. 

The document, aimed at 
scheme members and 
trustees, explains what the 
Act means and bow to pre- 
. pare for it. Fax 01908 690369 
with personal details. 

Northern Rock building 
society, which announced 
plans to float on the stock 
exchange, is reminding more 
than 1.2 milli on members 
they must have a minimum 
of £100 in their accounts as 
of 31 December to qualify 
for a vote on its proposals in 
spring 1997. Borrowers must 
owe £100 or more. Voting 
entitles members to free 
sha res o n flotation. 

BZW, the investment arm 
of Barclays bank, has opened 
the offer for subscription to 
shares in its Endowment 
Fund II. The fund, which is 
registered in Jersey, invests 
in traded endowment policies 


and has an intended life of 
13 years. Minimum invest- 
ments are £2,000. Call 0500 
202021 for a mini-prospectus. 

Leeds & Holbeck building 
society is launching a Guar- 
anteed Bonus Account , 
maturing in January 1988. 
which pays up to 7 per cent 
gross on savings above 
£100,000. The account 
includes a 3 per cent bonus if 
savings are left untouched 
until then. Minimum dep- 
osits. paying 5J per cent, are 
£3,000. Call 0113 225 7777. 

Royal Bank of Scotland 
has launched a two-year 
stepped-interest Guaranteed 
Income Account. The 
scheme pays fe5 per cent 
gross in year one on savings 
above £50,000, rising to 7.75 
per cent in year two. Details 
from RBS branches. 

Nationwide building soci- 
ety is reducing the cost of its 
unsecured personal loans to 
13.9 per cent APR on sums 
between £7,000 and £10,000. 
Details from branches. 

TSB is launching repair 
insurance for electrical appli- 
ances, covering machines up 
to seven years old. Costs for a 
washing machine between 
one and four years old are 
£4.50 a month, rising to £ 6 _>U. 
CD player cover costs 75p 
from new, £Z50 after four 
years. The policy covers call 
out charges, parts and labour. 
Details from TSB branches. 

HSBC Asset Management 
the world-wide fund man- 
ager. has launched a five- 
year capital-protected PEP 
offering the greater of a min- 
imum 18 per cent tax-free 
return or all capital growth 
in the FTSE 100 share index. 
Investments up to £9,000 arc 
possible. Call 0800 656565. 


tax-free 


Wore then three times the return cf a tu 
building society account since iaune] 


Sines’ .-‘i.-oa) 1993, tin'- N; it West Fund of Funds 
Unit Trust : . ! EP has grown by 4 7. 6 ’is* completely 
tax-free. That's over three times the return of q 
typical 90-doy notice buildino society account, 
for a basic -rote taxpayer, over the some period. 

And now there’s even more to the NotWest 
Fund of Fimds Unit Trust PEP than the potential 
to deliver on excellent return on your money. If 
you invent before i 6 December 1996, we ll reduce 
the initial charge from 5.25% to 3.25% allowing 
more of your money to be invested for you. 

For details of the NotWest Fund of Funds Unit 
Trust PEP and to take advantage of our special 
offer, coll us direct or send the coupon todoy. 

Call Direct 0800 922 229 

' ,r!,M ,V| ■' ' ■ 'I r - u tc- Fr'idov .nxJ 9crr; - Upm weekends 


Tr> : Tin. 
London 

mere (tr- 
ot Fi..ncL 


M r.-uV. 

EC-.t-: '•!!_. Nr: .- 
tails end an A p :0 .. 
Uni; TruM PEP. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms InWaR 

s) 

Surname 


Address 
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NatWest 

More than just a bonk 



01282 777 111 
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money 



all the trimmings 

Nic Cicutti looks at new ways to move house 


F or many homeowners, battered by 
aude of extra bills in the run-up to 
„ Christmas, arranging a new mort- 
gpge is the furthest thing from their min d. 
For some, it is possible, however, to com- 
bine a mortgage with the chance to help 
pay for the festive season. For others, the 
opportunity to snap up one of the increas- 
ingly varied mortgages on offer should be 
on the “must-do-now" agenda. 

Among many interesting deals this 
week is one from Britannia Budding Soci- 
ety, which guarantees that if mortgage 
rates rise between now and September 
1999, it will cut its own loan rates. The 
Britannia mortgage, underpinned by 
using specialist hedge funds, is set at 6.99 
per cent Should standard variable rates 
rise in the next year or so, the society's 
will drop by the same amount. 

It for instance, mortgage rates go up 
to 7.99 per cent, Brit annia ’s new mort- 
gage drops to 5.99 per cent. And so on 
to a low of 4.99 per cent, equivalent to a 
rise in standard rates of 8.99 per cent. 
Conversely, if variable rates drop, this one 
won]t go beyond its 6.99 per cent limit 
Richard Taylor, the society’s product 
management controller, says: “It is an 
attractive alternative for all those think- 
ing of fixing their mortgage rates with a 
general election looming and bank rates 
on the increase.” 

Mortgage Intelligence, which repre- 
sents 400 independent home loan experts 
throughout the country, has launched a 
Christmas Cashback mortgage, where a 
lump sum is paid to borrowers when the 
loan goes through. Chris Scales, head of 


development at Mortgage Intelligence, 
says: “Back in. September, we spoke. to 
our brokers and they told us that many 
of our clients wanted a cashback deal. 

“Our research indicated that the aver- 
age extra monthly spend of a family at 
Christmas was about £500 to £600, so we 
have tried to tailor a product that will 
allow a 1.5 per cent cashback every year 
for three years to take this additional out- 
lay into account” 

The Christmas Cashback, arranged 
through Market Har borough Building 
Society, has a variable rale of 6.99 per 
cent On a £68,000 loan, this would 
mean a cheque for £1,000 dropping onto 
the doormat for three years. The society 
pays up to £300 towards remortgage costs, 
based on a maximum of 90 per cent of a 
home's value, and there are no arrange- 
ment fees. Redemption penalties are 
spread over five years and involve three 
months’ interest phis repayment of the 
cashback. To sweeten the deal. Mortgage 
Intelligence promises that if an applica- 
tion is made reasonably ahead of Christ- 
mas, a provisional offer can be made in 
time to negotiate a separate short-term 
loan with the bank manager. 

Fbr those who prefer a plainer deal 
Market Harborougb also has a 2 per cent 
cashback, paid in a one-off lump sum, 
plus a 2 per cent discount on the 6.99 per 
cent variable rate until December 1998. 
The offer is saddled with compulsory 
buildings and contents insurance, plus a ■ 
£295 arrangement fee and the usual 
penalties. But it does include free unem- 
ployment insurance and the facility to 


overpay by up to £100 each month, 
reducing the mortgage without penalty. 

Fbr Mark Chilton, marketing director 
at HrstMortgage, cashbacks are not the 
sweetest deal on the block HrstMort- 
gage- a telephone-based lender, is pro- 
moting its own. 7.69 per cent mortgage, 
fixed for five years. 

The deal might seem poor, compared 
to a five-year fix from Lambeth Building 
Society at 7.45 per cent or Bristol & West 
at 7.48 per cent But Mr Chilton points 
ont that the Lambeth deal is subject to 
compulsory unemployment insurance, 
while Bristol & West applies an annual 
“rest” - when the outstanding loan is re- 
calculated - on its loans, compared to 
monthly “rests” with FIrstMortgage. 

One noticeable feature in the mortgage 
market is the apparent disparity between 
the deals available on discounted deals 
as compared to fixed rates. Northern 
Rock, for instance, offers a 2.75 per cent 
discount on its 6.99 per cent standard 
variable rate for three years, bringing the 
effective cost of its loan to 4.24 per cent 
at present 

In the run-up to Christmas, fewer 
people are searching fora new home. But 
that should not stop canny borrowers who 
know that they will be on the house-hunt- 
ing trail in the new year. It pays to lock 
in now, as long as the lender is prepared 
to wait for draw-down on the loan to take 
place in a few months’ time. 

Mortgage Intelligence, 0800 246000; First- 
Mortgage. 0800080088; Britannia, through 
brunches. 


Rosalind Russell uncovers three of the best seaside properties 



•—.TV. ■ s' 



Harbour View in Fotpcno, Cornwall, is as dose to 
the sea as you tma get without tiring in a boaL The 
four -bedroom Grade II listed bouse has views 
across Lbe harbour and viflage, both of which can 
be busy in high season. The sitting room has a 
beamed celling and some rooms arc irregularly 
shaped. If yon need parking, you’ll have lo boy a 
space outside die village. £125,000 through Black - 
Horse Alder King in East Looe (01503 262271). 


Tbe Lodge, a I9ll><*DJury1bur-bediooci house 
near Beanmazu, overlooks the Menai Straits to 
Snowdonia and has terraced gardens with steps to 
the water. Spiral staircases link the Boon, some of 
which have exposed stone waffling. The dining and 
sitting rooms have French doare to tbe garden and 
balcony, with views across tbe sea. £295,000 
through Jackson -Stops in Chester (01244 328361) 
and John Berty in Beaumaris (01248 810101). 


A scna-riciached period cottage at Hope Cove. . 
fire miles foam Sal combe, fc just 30 yards from the 
beach and not much further to two pubs in tbe 
village- Yabsley s roof was probably originally 
thatch, but is now slate and some restoration work 
is needed. 

With two bedrooms and a beamed sitting room, 
it's for sale through Marchand Petit in Kin^bridge 
(01548857588) for £79,500. 



‘There are only two conclusions 
any sensible investor can draw. 
Either gilts are too cheap, or Italian 
and Spanish yields are too low' 


O ne of the enduring fascinations of financial markets is 
thaL they periodically take leave of their senses and, for 
seemingly plausible’ reasons, completely misprice the 
securities which are traded on them. It is at such moments that 
the smartest investors step in to profit from this collective 
myopia Those who can see the woods for the trees start behav- 
ing, in the words of the US investor ^feiten Buffett, like “an 
over-sexed man in a harem”. 

Are we seeing such a moment of market madness in the 
European bond markets? For months now, the price of these 
bonds has been driven by the markets' perceptions of what was 
going to happen with Economic' aad Monetary Union. A year 
ago. the consensus view in the markets was that EMU was dead 
in the water. Few investors believed there was a realistic chance 
of even the core European countries of Germany and France 
being ready to meet the scheduled starting date of January 1999. 

As long as that view prevaiiedthe markets continued to price 
government bonds on the bas» ^Traditional bond market 
investment criteria - the outloOfc-for inflation, the strength of 
the currency, and the suite of the economic cycle, among oth- 
ers. As these vary significantly across Europe, the spread 
between the yield on bondsissuad by tire best regarded econ- 
omy (Germany) and that on bpffltefroni the relative basket, 
eases (high-inflation countries .Sud* as Italy and Spain) was a 
wide one. As befits a country that-his biiflt its post-war econ- 
omy on the buck of an umhakeable"Belief in preserving the value 
of the Deutschcmark, Germany.has always been able to bor- 
row monev more cheaply than anyone else in Europe. 

A year on and the whole picture has turned on its head. The 
co nsensus has swung round to the belief that monetary union 
will «*o ahead on time after all. Britain will not be at the start- 
ing rate, but the so-called Gub Med countries (Italy and Spain) 
so tbe markets have convinced themselves- have a good 
chance of joining the Germans, French and Benelux countries. 

Th c result of this volte-face has beena dramatic convergence 
in shift in relative yields on bondshissued by the likely entrant 
countries. Although German bonds still offer the lowest yields, 
the margin with everyone else's has toffrowed sharply. The yield 
on Ill-year German bonds is now iutound 5.85 per cent, with 
French bonds of the- same maturity .at an almost identical level. 
You can now buy Italian government bonds on a yield of 7.6 
oer cent and Spanish bonds on a yield of 725 per cent. 

The differentia! between German and Gub Med countries 
has fallen, in other words, to well below;2 per cent Yet less 
than a year ago it was more than twice as large - 4 per coil to 
5 per cent. Hvo years ago Italian bonds were pri<xd weUmto 
double figures - 6 per cent more Than German bonds. That 


was the price investors paid for the fact that Italian public 
finances are among the worst anywhere in Europe. 

The whole point of monetaiy union is to tie the fortunes of 
all the main European countries to a single currency, forcing 
the weaker members to swallow the same monetary medicine 
as the Germans. Once monetary union occurs, devaluation will 
no longer be an option for the Italians or the Spaniards, and 
in those circumstances it makes sense for the differentia] with 
German bond yields to narrow towards vanishing point. 

But the speed and pace at which the markets have moved 
this year is a surprise. Monetaiy union is still over two years 
away. The Bundesbank, the. German central bank, is fighting 
a rearguard action to make sure that tbe tough entry criteria 
laid down at Maastricht on budget deficits, inflation and the 
level of public debt are not fudged by the weaker countries. 
The markets’ assumption that the project will go ahead with 
Spain and Italy aboard is not the foregone conclusion that their 
bond prices imply. 

■ ■ When you look further afield, the anomalies are even more 
striking. As nobody now assumes that Britain will join the sin- 
gle currency, the price of our government bonds (gilts) has not 
been 'affected by the convergence elsewhere. In fact, gilt yields 
are now virtually the highest in Europe. For the first time in 
years, a UK Chancellor is paying a higher rate of interest on 
government debt (around 75 per cent) than the Spanish or Ital- 
ian finance ministers. 

T his is absurd, given respective inflation records. True, the 
British economy operates on a different economic cycle from 
the rest of Europe. It has been growing steadily for three years 
while most of Europe is still in the downturn phase. You would 
expect interest rates to be relatively lower on tbe other side of 
the Channel at this stage in the cycle. It is tree also that Britain’s 
long-term economic performance is not much to shout about; 
sterling has depreciated steadily against the mark for 25 years. 

But even so, there arc only two conclusions any sensible 
investor can draw. Either gilts are too cheap by comparison 
with their European counterparts, or Italian and Spanish yields 
are too low. Despite recent signs of a pick-up in inflation, my 
view is that gjlis are not iraattractive at current levels, and I 
expeet them to become more attractive Still as the election 
approaches. Ar these prices, a real return of 4 to 5 per cent is 
not a bad reward for the risks involved. More likely still is that 
the markets’ sudden burst of enthusiasm fbr the EMU con- 
vergence story will prove unsustainable - and that the differ- 
ential inbond prices will adjust accordingly. If that happens, 
then some smart people are going to make a lot more money 
from tbe process unwinding itself. 
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No PEP beats 

us on cost 


(most can 7 1 match our performance) 


The Indcx-Tnckiag PEP from legal & General offers PEP investors unbeatable value for money 
.4i just 0.5 * 9 pa., you won't find a cheaper PEP anywhere dse. And there are still no initial 
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; * -$• charges or withdrawal fees to pay. 

“V' Reliable Performance dot's bard to bead. 
v> The Index-Tacking PEP also outperforms most other PEPs. 

Vedvdns by following the FTSE AlhShare Index. This Index reflects 
the performance of the entire stockmarkct, so it removes the risk 
m $;■ of being over-exposed to shares which under-petform and lessen 
1 our rerum. 

In 6a, £6,000 invested in an Index-Tracking PEP 4 years ago would 
now be north £10355 ' " compared to just £9~58* in tbe average 
V** ’f.t* * 'K income & Growth Trust. 


To End out mote about the UK's best - ^JL fL. — MrSmm BED 

value PER call now: or tetum the coupon #H OGK" Tt3 GKIHtJ PEP 

bdow. Aherminely: you can contact us at 0800 1166 22 
http://www.legal-and-general.co.uk r&.w.ttt,*- »Wi*- tboj 

"N4Wi- IJjtnyuf i.i jji iiltf-r n* /«,! fri,. ii dh 1*1 in>vi u .nuvi.f lr.au ■>/ #•••'_• r*. ji ai fi in- >niji (wiafi 1 TIu* fllili*. #*■ 
jftmuifct Jill uLr'uciii.iif .fuiu), it lm h jn It- ■ IVT Imji u.r .iijiji-. n.»ifc' il* woiifn -lAi , tin f, i- inju.. ■■ 
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■ P<»f Itv U-fj.il ,\' Gvnvnii t I’nii Trust Mjn.igi.vs i UnriteJ. FREEPOST KT-i -t"-!. 
J* Kingston-upnn-Th.inic“<. Surrey KT- visit. 
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Investment 

Management 


5 YEAR FIXED RATE BOND 


GrowPaWAnmallr* GiwFUd Monthly 


7.25% 17.02% 




p to 


725 % 

guaranteed? 


“It’s with 
the 

Woolwich.” 


£i, ooo -t- 


RATE BO 


Gr&» Paid iVamaBy 1 Gnws Paid MoniUv* 


*25.o«, + 7.00% 6.78% 


ilOOO-L2-i^99 6.75% 6.55% 


Invest as little as £1000 up to 
£500,000 and you can get a guaranteed 
return for either 5 years or 2 years with 
the flexibility of monthly or annual 
interest payments. 

No withdrawals are permitted during 
the first two years of either bonds' term, 
but the 5 Year Fixed Rate Bond wlD allow 
withdrawals after 2 years subject to 90 
days’ interest penalty on the amount 
withdrawn.t 

Offers are limited and may be 
withdrawn at any time, so send in the 
coupon with your cheque today to 
Woolwich Building Society. FREEPOST 
(DT98), Kingswood House, Sidcup, Kent 
DA14 4BR. Alternatively, call in to your 
Woolwich branch or call us free anytime 
on 0800 22 22 00 quoting ref: 1E2311. 
hlip^www woolwjch co . uk/woolwich 

IPs good to be with the 

WOOLWICH 

BUILDING SOCIETY 

I W\wlwich HuilUing Suciei>. FREEPOST. (DTwi! I 

I kingswood Hou.sc. Sidcup. K«u PAN -iBR I 

' I "Vie cnclof*? I _ ia fmo-it in .1 WixJ^icIi ‘ 

I S year Fixod KjIl- Bond imin iUnmi. I 

j I We crxliisc a, io imiN in j Woolwich . 

2 year HLtcd fcne bond I min i l.UHJi. j 

| Che quo made payable in Woolwich Building i 
Socioiv. (merest to he paid annually, nmni lily [ 

. « delete as appropriate >. > 

| Plex^e send me Further deimLs of the Wnol« it'll I 
| Fixed Rule Bonds. □ j 

| Name I 


.Telephone. 


Date of Binh 


j Signed, 


intemr will be payable net of the tow x* «ic ot Income lax icurreatly 20 W.or subject to the required rertiflciUon. gross. Where the tax deducted 
an investor's ux baWHty (if any i. a chhn may be made to the Inland Revenue for repayment of tax. For individuals whose income falls within 
the lower or bask ux bands, the ux deducted wiQ match their liability to tax on the Interest and they wiU have no mure; taa to pay on it 
Individual who are Uabfc at the higher rate of income tax of -10Si will have to pay additional tax on the Interest 10 cover tbe difference between the 
tax deducted and the higher rate ux due. Rates are fixed for 5 year s /2 year 5 respectively from the dare the account is opened. Interest will be 
calculated daily, from the day of receipt in the case of a deposit of cash and from the fourth bank wotklng day alter receipt In the cire of a deposit 
by cheque. Proof of Identity may be required. For the 2 year Fixed Rate Bond, no withdrawal* are permitted during the 2 year term. For thr 5 Year 
Fixed Rate Bond. DO withdrawals are permitted during the fim 2 years of the term, but on or after the ind anniversary of the date the account is 
opened withdrawals are permitted subject tu 90 days' iMcfttl penalty on the amount withdrawn. ’U a withdrawal Is made, the stated interest rate 
will no< be achieved. Additional investments are permitted only while this issue of the Bond is still on offer. Full terms and conditions available on 
request from any Woolwich branch- Woolwkfa Buikhoft Society, Corporate HQ. Wailing Street. Bexlcyheaih. Kent DAO TUL 
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Fi rst to profit with housesontheline 

London’s Jubilee line extension opens in 1998. Rosalind Russell looks at the market in its path 



E state agents are calling it the 
Halo Meet It’s the golden 
glow spreading out from 
each planned new station on 
«»iKo4raiiipleiBd £2.6bn 
Juoitee extension. Connecting East 
London to the West End, it will 
Southwark, Bermondsey, 
docklands and Greenwich out of 
tne property hinterland, provide 
tour cross-river links and make it 
easier for Essex commuters to reach 
docklands via Stratford. 

Should you think now is a good 

time to buy in those areas to make 
a quick killing when the line opens 
in March 1998, forget it. You’re 
too late. 

A lot of that’s already hap- 
pened,” says David Bezer of Green- 
wich and Blackheath agency Skitt 
& Co. “Docklands is filling up and 
we are seeing a different breed of 
applicant here now. Until recently, 
we’ve always been a bit of a poor 
relation to Hampstead and High- 
gate where prices have traditionally 
been a third higher." The roads 


within walking distance of the 
Greenwich North station are 
already commanding a premium. A 
former seaman’s two-up, two-down 
cottage off Trafalgar Road would 
have cost £90,000 last year. This 
year, you!! be lucky if you find one 
for £100.000. 

“A good four- or five-bedroom 
Georgian terrace house will go for 
£450,000," says Mr Bezer. “In fact, 
1 sold a virtually derelict Georgian 
house in Blackheath recently for 
£500.000." 

There are precedents. The exten- 
sion of thhe M40 to Birmingham 
brought a boom in prices in 
Oxfordshire Warwickshire and the 
south Midlands. 

“In London shortly after the 
Victoria line stretched to Pimlico 
several years ago. prices there 
increased by at least 10 per cent." 
says Simon Coan of Winkworth in 
Kennington. “We expect a similar 
situation to occur in Kennington ~ 
already popular - and when the 
Jubilee line stretches to South- 



Seffing fast: Tanners Yard, Bermondsey: Cascades, Westferry: A terraced house in Greenwich 


wark. increasing numbers will he 
drawn there because the West End 
and Docklands will be only a short 
ride away." 

Once the line is open, it will be 
a 22-minute journey from Stratford 
to Green Park: nine stations will 
interconnect with mainline sta- 


tions. It is. says London Under- 
ground. the most important addi- 
tion to the network in 25 years. 

Bermondsey is already benefit- 
ting from the station, not yet com- 
pleted. R?ople like Zandra Rhodes 
and Alexei Sayle have already ear- 
marked their new homes in an area 


which has undergone a rem? ible 
transformation. Runt trace? . the 
old leather and hop exchanges 
remain as faded names on ware- 
house buildings, but junk shops are 
now antique shops and factories are 
now loft apartments. At 'tyers Gate 
in Bermondsey Street, J & K 


Builders is offering a new devel- 
opment of six shell apartments and 
one penthouse - opposite the pro- 
posed site of Zandra Rhodes’ fash- 
ion museum - at prices starting at 
£124,500 and rising to £195,000. 

Sales have already been agreed 
on four. A car parking space costs 
a further £<L500. Buyers are offered 

a free consultation design package, 

with suggestions on materials and 
finishes, but can have the builders 

finish nff the flat 3t extra cost. Wills 

are finished ready for decorating, 
structural steel work boxed in and 
plaster boarded, and services to 
each flat capped off. Putting in your 
own kitchen and bathrooms could 
cost -a further £20,000. 

Knight Frank is confident of get- 
ting £250,000 for a two-bedroom 
flat at Bermondsey Wall; it’s the last 
one left and has views of Tower 
Bridge. 

At Canada Wharf in Rotherhithe 
Street - just across the Thames 
from Canary Wharf - half of a 46- 
flat development of loft-style flats 


sold within days of being launched 
in September. Now only 12 are left 
in the warehouse conversion, start- 
ing ax £92^00 for a one-bedroom 
apartment with terrace to £ 350,000 
for a three-bedroom flat with bal- 
cony and river view. Canada Wharf 
was built in the 1890s as a timber 
wharf and is now Grade II listed. 
It sports a Japanese courtyard, for 
which artwork and sculptures have 
been commissioned. 

House hunters looking for a 
fashionable address are not the 
only ones being drawn in. Investors 
have moved in, too. 

“Some purchasers are buying as 
a rental investment," confirms Tom 
Farrelly of Winkworth at Surrey 
Quays. “When the Tube links the 
area to central London, a notable 
boost to their returns will be virtu- 
ally guaranteed. We sold a two-bed- 
room flat in Brunswick Quay for 
£74,000 where the owners will com- 
fortably achieve £650 a month in 
rent that’s a gross annual yield of 
more than 10 per cent." 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

.3 Aylesbiht* 

• AdmJopnoentof4&5 
bedroom house* *et m the 
. ~ outskirts of the town 
-i From 11+4,950 




a CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
-• Hbitw 

A pr-fige development of jus 
20 luxury 4 & 5 bedroom 
houses - only b 


As an end of year gesture m are chains up to £ l U,fl00 off 
uur published prices on a s rlmrd nn«e ofVjinfity homes. 

Once only opportunity to buy at 
these special discounted prices. 

Beat new year price increases. 

Be in your new home for 
Christmas by completing by the 
end of December 



From £199,950 

u.- 

Chippenham 

■ A d e id mmancf4bcdrotun 
detached bouses set in a 
comenicat location ■ only 

From £129.950 


MUST SILL}- OFFICES 
OPES DA1LT InAM - ‘PM 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

FOfUHUM 

A dcvdnueoi of 4 bedroom 
detached houses rot in a 
tomcnfcnt locators* onh 


From £129,950 


HERTFORDSHIRE 

Hertford 

A superb development of 4 
bedroom detached homes 
- two show houses to view 
From £148.950 

!w’ 


Faiidough Homes 


Hertford 

A drrrkjpmcm c/ 2 & 3 
bedroom houses dose to the 
AiO offering good access to 
London 
Prom £79.950 

hi IKU-.I 

Hemel Hempstead 
Canal side setting comprising 
of 3 & 4 bedroom detached 
house* and 4 bedroom town 
houses 

From £1262)50 
Stevexvse* 

Attractive ow development 
with 1 4 it 5 bedroom 
detached houses set in a 
peaceful residential Oita 
From £97.450 
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c *vV 
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it* 


s - V 






•> ■ • r;..“s-- .zik-r .*:• 

*C»Bpte enh 1997. Ejrhtnp t jEp 
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New Homes 



XFORDI 

/ATERSIDT 

Tbr den r.' jdaor » Drr 

Now is your opporrunlty to 
buy a superb new luxury 
Berkeley Home just one mile 
from the centre of Oxford 

Classically designed 3, 4 S 5 
bedroom houses and 2 
bedroom apartments, all with 
private parking set In sweeping 
crescents, elegant avenues and 
garden squares. 


GRAND SHOW 
HOME 
OPENING 
NEXT WEEKEND 

by 

STEVEN REDGRAVE 
OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAUST 

12.00 noon. 

Saturday 30th November 
From 

Sunday 1st December 
Open Daily 
10.00am - 5.00pm 


Prices start from £149 \S00 


AT OXFORD WATERSIDE 

01865 311449 


ADKIN 


BERKELEY HOMES SALES OFFICE 

01235 559111 



■NEW HOMES 


'• - *: nsm 


A as the ori9>««!- 
'o bring ij* 

Ho expense P° ^ puttie 
\,xory prices ore a 








New Homes 


Da Vi NC i 


Htll, 

^jjpjgON EC1 

•sfeSpfrSTYLE 

-roar t r o a^g within 

.v G' V.j. 

-fWwC. Qf 


the 



Vf|.^ 1/OOOSQFT 





^3ffiEaB&ieU40sQFr 

• ; a ;. 

IfelDERGROUND CAR 
■JETO^AVAILABLE 

V » ! r ;^gVr 

v Ti. •*.•••• , 

• Show Flat 

A^O^Weekends 

-\IL00am - 3.00pm 
.V/O l&ttl 5868 


a COPPING 
JOYCE 


OJ7'l-s:>6 2SSS 

or 

0 171-3^ 9777 


London Property 




SELECT HOMES FOR 
THE OVER FEETIES 
LONDON NW5 

Designed with retirement in mind 

Ri 



• 1 bed Flats, many with study, from £82,500 

• 2 bed Houses from £149,500 
• Secure courtyard development’ 

• Vi Mile to Hampstead Heath & Belsize Park 

• Shawhoux & ShcwEat open 

Thors- Mon 11.00-5.00 

Wordsworth (Place 

contact: John Johnson 




0171 428 0335 


Why wait to mow TUT IS 


0880 

444 

Home Insurance 777 


LARGE 

LUXURY 

LOFTS 


CLOSE TO 
SPITALFIELDS, AND 
SHORT WALK FROM 
LIVERPOOL ST 
STATION AND 
BROADGATE 

1 500 T0 1800 sq ft 
£129,995 
to £159,995 

ONLY SIX AVAILABLE 

VIEW THIS 
SAT AND SUN 
2pm to 4pm at 
City pavilion 
CHESHIRE STREET, 
LONDON E2 


OR TELEPHONE 

0171 613 3055 


London Property 


5TOJCE NEWINGTON 

Large four bed terr house. 
Superb condition 
[tiroiiBhoul with many 
hand printed effects.’ 
Stunning 19' x 12' kitchen 
with hand painted units. 
Beech island unit and 
terracotta floor. 

28’ lounge/diner with orig. 
Fireplace and stripped 
floor. New roof with 
lOyr guarantee. 

£135,000 
0181 806 4265 


Wanted 


CHANNEL 4 

MOVING PEOPLE 

This popular Channel 4 

programme is IfloHpg Tor people 
in feature in the next senes. 
Whaiem yaw srnunuannn. ff 
you're moving onyumc between 
now and April then we'd lore » 
hear from you. Please call 

0171 580 8636. 



WILSON 

ROGERS 


ESTATE AGfNTS ■ lETTPfG AGENI5 • MORRU(2 CWSULTANI5 

-sons co Vfi 

~ 1-23 Peckham Rye. London SEI5 3NX * 

A development of flats and houses 
in an attractive courtyard setting 

(kufiry hemes at affordable price! 
J “ ^ A DEVEOrtOfT BY PWBARE MEl* HOMES 

AUSTINS COURT 

l-S tVcUm Rjt Loodea SE15 3NX 


GUARANTEED 

HORTGAGESUPTOW 
ARRANGE) TWWUGH 
WLSONROGOS 


Coatact David Maotioi on; 

0181 299 2299 

Whr»<fdt^hi»to>^>» mtm 


n 


A Ene dndopoon of iwaily hplu. 

f\ spjckRii rej vd phmed 

i. A.prDpalks dmaud m i ie«kato 
nm oo Ow bndm of FccUmi ml E m 
DnhndL The fWlopnea cootafe of 12 
bomei ml I flab tnull lo diuiaciiic 
drugb. Access u> ibe jpanacau a bf 
srear eauy pkuac ml Ikerr uc moolc 
coilrotfcd eauy u ibe paiin; ireu 
Lmbcaped umusnul pujen, op ibe mi 
oniptdc the puare. 

1 Prices nap fan IMJJM-WUTO 


SOLE APPOINTED SALES AGENTS: 


OPEN 7 
DA13 A 


\ 0181 299 2299 ^ 1 


ROY BROOKS 



Dulwich Triangle. SE34 

PtowsfArpwdi d hea £U« 1 di 

irtioofc md itnu lol ihc hxEcme. pder 
valid |ta, i Imtc n maiEr 

O n fa n Pnfrotr lubrced aaAic tnaud 

tnftbnbc. Be a a fc Brpny etanul 
gam lt«4; aeh aadul <lnot. 

■adari »4±i urcnl fanrex. "4m nft it) 
ttamilOrUMo VVnrbl Mashcdima 

a> wIK Mtimi and uma S 

tmfacr tedmeab. ; Hadmrm. jtf 
lad reception, hood tad bdeo h eto 
nua i.txoemxrj. ancutc^T bJng 

garden, nfl :Wfi partma. 

lfcwrerfrerpirew*»Wtad»«ta alMM 

nariwe ej78 osni 2 vain 299 jui 


OIST 299 3021 


East Anglia 


MARTHA’S COTTAGE 

Hamby 



18lh C. rotufie. Z>5 
bedrooms in quiei viUaae 
on NorfolL'Suffolk 
border. Norwich 21 miles. 
Log Gks in winter. Ufoke 
to the cuckoo in spring. 
Cows pass the gate in 
summer Autumn bliss 
OXiLO. 4125.000 
TEL: 01502 476343 


SOUTH SUFFOLK 



Timber Inuncd Listed 
Farmhouse. Sudbury 4 mlk». 
CoLheacr 1 1 niBrs. 

5 bedrooms, i renption. 

7 acres. Buildings Including 
|«eel framed bom appnxr 4,Stn) 
ft pojL-ntia] for change of 
use sub}ea to Planning. 

£174,950 

TeL- 01787 379372 
01284763531 
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area is all ... 

Seeking a house near a good 
school? Penny Jackson advises 


T here is nothing like a di^Tssi on 
about schools to fire a gathering 
of parents. No matter if the child- 
ren are three or 13, the choices 
seem hard But whether driven by prag- 
matism or by principle, people agree on 
one thing: where you live matters. Not 
surprisingly, the annual Schools League 
Table, published this week, has become 
a Bible for the house hunting family. 

Among those poring over it are parents 

who have always promised themselves a 
move out of the city. If we lived in the 
country, they say, we wouldn’t have to pay 
for private schools. But some of those who 
have taken the plunge recently have 
found the dream team of free education 
and the perfect country house somewhat 
elusive. In areas where the state schools 
are excellent, parents who blithely inform 
an estate agent of their plans to live in a 
period house in a popular catchment area 
are likely to be met with raised eyebrows. 

North of London, Bedfordshire’s edu- 
cation system is the envy of the fee-paying 
parent. In certain areas it is the compre- 
hensive schools that provide the pull. In 
the pretty Georgian market town of 
Ampthill, Nigel Croft, the headteacher of 
Redbome Upper School, is used to par: 
ents producing, with a flourish, the exact 
distance between home and school. Nor 
is it unusual to find “wanted* 1 notices for 
houses in the area. “We try to match 
demand by expanding.” he says, “but we 
cannot guarantee a place unless a child 
lives in the catchment area, although we 
haven’t as yet turned people away ” 

In Ampthill, Tony Inslap, of Country 
Properties, has noticed that the school 


league tables have led to a greater 
demand for property in the area. “There 
is a waiting list for houses in the unspoilt 
villages and you would expect to pay 
about £200,000 for a substantial family 
bouse.” The Georgian houses in AmpthzU 
rarely change hands, though. Meanwhile, 
north of Bedford, in the village of Sham- 
brook, Shambrook Upper- School has 
received G&ted’s highest accolade and is 
regarded as a competitor to the highly 
selective private schools. 

Richard Jones, of Jackson-Stops & 
Staff, would himself consider moving 
into the Shambrook catchment area. 
“Those who want to save on school fees 
may find themselves spending more on a 
house than they expected. One couple 
who started looking at £150,000 found 
themselves going up to £225,000.” 

Price is not the main stumbling-block 
for those wanting to move to Kent. When 
Ros Smith left south-west London for the 
garden county and told agents she was 
looking for a house in the catchment area 
of Cranbrook School, a grant-maintained 
co-ed gr amm ar school with boarding 
places, she was not given much cause for 
hope. “1 could see them thinking, ‘oh, 
here comes another one’” Once the 
Smiths* 13-year-old son was accepted at 
the school, they decided to rent. “We now 
know that bouse prices are about 10 to 15 
per cent higher in the catchment area and 
there are a lot of agents charing the same 
properties. Some people spend more 
than a year looking for the right House, 
which is depressing," says Mrs Smith. 

The Smiths are part of a continuous 
stream of families leaving London, many 



of them drawn to Cranbrook by word of 
mouth. Local estate agent Oliver Fisher 
refers to it as “the dinner party circuit” 
“The local schooling has a good reput- 
ation across the sectors. The problem is, 
our supply of property is down 50 per cent 
on last year. People come down here with 
the ideal in mind of a quiet country house 
within striking distance of the school, and 
these are few and far between. One such 
couple eventually bought a modem bouse 
on a busy road, specifically to get into the 
catchment area.” But even though people 
are frustrated by the house famine, 
particularly in the £180.000 to £350,000 
bracket, they are not throwing caution to 
the winds. 

' Robin Tfilet, of Knight Frank in Tun- 
bridge Wells, says no one is prepared to 
pay silly prices. “Ws. have a modemish 
bouse down a long forestry track, in the 
Cranbrook catchment area, on the mar- 


ket for £255,000. We have had enormous 
interest in it. It is not yet sold , but we do 
have an offer on it” The balf-a-million- 
plus market, he went on to say, is stronger 
than at any time in the past rive years, but 
while buyers are prepared to make small 
compromises, they will not spend £600,000 
for a house on a main road. “They want 
a copper-bottomed investment with easy 
rail communications- This could be the 
family home for the next 20 years, and no 
one wants to make a mistake.” . 

Indeed, compromise is something most 
newcomers to the Cranbrook area are 
f amiliar with. “When we bought two years 
ago, our house was described as Very 
tired’,” says Catherine Scales. “We com- 
promised on its condition and on the noise, 
but there again we needed to be on a bus 
route. A house for the same price in Lon- 
don would be meticulously decorated. 
We were definitely buying the lifestyle.” 


\ 


Meanwhile. Hilary Dickson, who 
snapped up her house privately, tries to 
block out the thundering traffic with 
huge hedges. “That is not what we 
planned when we moved to the country. 
The school propelled us here." 

Cranbrook has a strict seven-mile 
catchment area for its day pupils. “A few 
sixth-formers have even been bought 
cottages by their parents," says Mrs Dick- 
son. “Before we had moved in completely, 
we bad to prove we were committed to 
buying here." 


Redbome Upper School (top) 
in the Georgian market town 
of Ampthill (above): school 
league tables have led to a 
greater demand for property 
In the area, according to 
local estate agents'! 

PHOTOGRAPH: KEITH DOBNEY 
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New Hornes 


New Homes 
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Country apartments with roof gardens 
just 32 minutes from Central London* 

There axe jure nn luxury dm* bedroom p e n t house apartment* r em a ining for ale a Hat H3L 
Hcnrypoves refection of just nine refurbished homes ia Kenon, near Bromley in Kent 
Both hornet ares* within a Victorian mansion home, Jaw private roof garden* andofa^caaaihr 

vim oth open axmnjwfe. 

Prices fist each of dx: two dn« bedroom Lowry pcnthoaic apartments aic Lnviird in access of £4<XX000. 

The ala centre n opai-at weekends between 1 0.00am and 4.00pm. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR AN APPOINTMENT TO VIEW, 
PLEASE TELEPHONE 01372 377377. 
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RESffiENTIAL LETTINGS 
1 Clerkenwel) - West End 
City - Islington - Barbican 


DANffXWo/hey 

0171 253 4414 


CHARTERHOUSE SQ. EC1M 6AP 


East Anglia 


HUnduffl, Safleft 

Spacious detected 
bungalow in large pM. 
95 fi x 200 ft ccnqMmy 
screened. Largo master 
bed. w site, hflany fitted 
tordrotes, shower drawing 

hdjie.wsnftyurtLwc.Wtte 
et2 further beds, e& 20 ft 

Sine* 13 fix 3 fra. Uroa 

luxury kftchenwtth Age, 20 II 
x 9ft Wus recess 5 ft x 4 ft 
Abundance of cabinets, 
wort tops, AEG oven end 
hob. DHng room. Indoor 
heated awftwnlng pool. t 
Annex eft suite. Large eetxn 
wfth office. Peiteftfl torelx 

Tel: 01538713408 


BUNGALOWS IN 
LINCOLNSHIRE 

Sow* honsMoM and fcnuto ; 
uvtiages.w’aS ww»Mdit 
ihe Coast reached by ijnjel 
country mad* nakc_Mu«fa - - 
Bonn Home* Ua iwenwodid 
UwfMni&kr 
Mare fora £39. W3 - 
AlnX.Utftir for omr hnthurr 

01673 $58831 
‘ Bm Brew D«pl DT 
Larefc s<W WtebUrah LM iffl 



South, of the River 


SW3 LUXURY -2 BED, ONE 
ENSWTE. FURM8WD RAT. 
WOW OP - .THAMES. M73/W. 
0181 
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Please see page 23 
for editorial on 

Financial Property Incentives 


Home Improvements 


ROOFING PROBLEMS 
SOLVED PERMANENTLY 


WITH THERMA10K POLYURETHANE SPRAY-FOAM 


Cob rao/fcadha Iwipto SOX 
jkpotyofwnraMnai, . 
ttw ( <Lsf 




iisfflcw'HAKmrswaso' 
CUTS THE COST Of HEATING AND REPAIR NUS 

mi HOW m 

DIKCT 01405815100 



ROOFCARE 

MgWlte«P0Ml6«M° 


MHlWANftfOSMCOKHWB 
h fNATrawwrof^iwcf/_™ 


-Ti. 


Adda 


CmWjf. 


JMCoda, 


I * 


tHD STAN* UQUBp q 11! 


■R&terside Properties 


Waterside Living 

. Old Portsmouth - Hampshire 

Attractive, new properties in this 
unique arid historic setting 

3 Bed town houses from £130,000 
2 Bed apartments from £75,000 
Call the Site Sales Office 

01705 873053 

Thareday^-Mooday * 10am— 4 pm 

King James Quay 



Services 



URGENTLY 


WE WILL BUILD YOU A SUPERB KITCHEN AT I 

A FRACTION OF THE NORMAL COST - IF YOU 


LET US SHOW IT TO 6 PROSPECTIVE CUSTOMERS 


_ This Is a gamine offer to enable us to quickly establish a network of PHONE 
I LUXUf^^MKITCh&S across the country to support our tlAW 

" national advertising campaign. Over 15 eyecatching ranges with NOW 

I many combination options in a multitude of finishes to choose from. : 01582 

29404 


I 
L~ 


KITCHENS UNWED 


BRANCHES 

NATIONWIDE 





ASK FOR 
CHRIS 


y PLUMMER 



• Stop slipping tiles and slates 

• Stop rain, snow and dirt 

• Stop nail fatigue 

• Stop leaks and condensation 

• Stop pipes and tanks freezing 

• Replaces damaged or no underfelt 

• SAVE UP TO SO* HEAT LOSS 

• GUARANTEED FOR 25 YEAR S 

Generally costs far less than re-roofing. Seen on “Tomorrows World" in 
1970’s, Recognised by the B.B A Available CJF.C.Frce. 

TRS are approved contractors using materials manufactured to BS 5750 
used in Local Authorities, Agriculture and Industrial Buildings, Schools, 
Churches, Hospitals, Bams and thousands of residential Pro perties. 

* PRICES GUARANTEED ALL WORK INSURANCE BACKED * 


BUY DIRECT - CUT OUT THE MIDDLEMAN 


^ s ;: 01279 655914 T. 

E3 
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Send th* coupon today FREEPOST (no stamp required) to: Y/ 
TRS LTD, FREEPOST, BISHOP’S STOHTFORD, CM23 3YZ 
□ VEST Please arrange a brochure and FREE SURVEY 


Name.... 

Address. 


.Tel No — — 


Postcode.. 


life Insurance 


0) 







Cut the cost 
of your life 
cover by 50% 

• Most banks and build- 
ing societies are tied to 
just one insurance com- 
pany. 

• Rates have become 
very volatile and can 
vary by over 50%. 

• There are absolutely no 
penalties for changing 
to the company offering 
the best rate. 

From just one phone call 
Assurance line will give you 
quotations from all the lead- 
ing companies and arrange 
your cover at the most 
competitve rate. 

No salesmen,. no fuss, just 
expert Independent advice. 




For your free Assurance line illustration 

0181 643 9663 

or write to Assurance line, 
Freepost CN 2673, Sutton, 
Surrey SM3 8BR 
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Whose production 


I i ne is it a nyway : 


Gavin Green on the trail of ear clones 


W 


'hat you see is not always what 
you* get - at least with cars. 
Increasingly motor makers are 
using badges of conve niencc to 


get into new markets, the upshot being that 
r Nissani 


some Fords are actually Nissans or Maz- 
das or VWs; some Mazdas are actually 
Fords: many Rovers are Hondas; at least 
one Fiat is also a Peugeot; and most Cit- 
roens are actually Peugeot*. 

To make matters worse, car-salesmen 
- as ever - are not doing their bit to help. 
A Ford salesman is unlikely to tell 
prospective Galaxy MPV customers that 
actually, sir. you are much better off to go 
straight to your local Seat dealer and ask 
for an Alhambra because, sir, it is exactly 
the same car which at your Seat dealer 
costs a good deal less. Have a nice day. 

The Ford dealer won’t say that. But we 
will. A similarly specified Alhambra is pal- 
pably better value than a Galaxy or a Volk- 
swagen Sharan — all identical cars, all made 
at the same Portuguese factoty. The only 
difference is the badge. And the price. And 
the warranty. The Seat and the Volkswa- 
gen have three-year guarantees, the Ford 
only 12 months - although you can extend 


that to three years (at a premium). 

Why is the Seat cheaper? Simple: it has 
an inferior image. Many people just don't 
want to buy a car named after the bit of 
the vehicle that you sit on. 

Ford is probably' the master of badge 
engineering. Its good but daftly named 
Probe is actually an American-made 
Mazda coups. The Maverick is a Por- 
tuguese-built Nissan. These joint ventures 
help reduce development costs, making 
it cheaper to enter new sectors. 

Ford also helps other makeis do the same 
thing; Its excellent new Fiesta is also sold as 
a Mazda 121 in Europe, This Mazda is bidh 
in Dagenham and is about as Japanese as 
a Pstticoat Lane barrow boy. I wonder how 
many Mazda customers, ever so happy with 
their 523s or their 626s or their old 121s,- are 
considering buying a 121 because they like 
the quality of Japanese cars? 

Few Mazda salesmen, I suspect, will let 
slip about the cuirent 121's Essex prove- 
nance. But they'll probably happily bleat 
about its three-year warranty, much to the 
embarrassment of Ford, who offer no 
such thing on its own (identical) car. But 
before prospective Fiesta customers rush 



down to their Mazda dealers, it’s' worth 
doing some homework. Prices and equip- 
ment levels vary from model to model; the 
choice is not clear-cut 
The Ford Maverick and identical Nis- 
san Terrano are both as bad as each other 
- buy a Jeep Cherokee or a Toyota RAV4 
instead. But if you’re in the market, the 
Maverick is the better priced, even though 
the Terrano has the longer warranty. 
There is little difference in resale values. 
The trade know they’re clones, even if 
many punters don’t 
Badges of convenience get no more 
contrived than with Rover and Honda. 
The two makers, culturally, have nothing 
in common. Rover stood for big, com- 
fortable, loafing saloons, the motoring 
equivalents of English gaberdine raincoats 
and tweed jackets. Hondas are little sporty 
saloons with buzzy engines and kick- 


Rover) sired Rovers which suddenly took 
on the characteristics of Honda. 

That’s about to end, now that BMW 
calls the shots at Rover, but not before a 
succession of unfortunate cars. The last 


of the line is tbe Rover 400, a Honda dfrfc 
five-door with more brightnork and wood. 
It also has superior suspension to die 
British-made Honda, thanks to some 
meaningful Rover tweaks. It is the better 
of the two dones to buy. 

One class up, we find the Rover 600 and 
Honda Accord. These are not so much 
domes as non-identical twins. Rover did 
more to tbe 600 don merely send a thank 
you card to Tbkyo and bring in tbe caipen- 
ters. The Rover looks better, and is better. 

Just as Ford and Volkswagen collabo- 
rated to bring us tbe Galaxy (aka Sharan 
or Alhambra) -the best MPV on tbe mar- 
ket - so Peugeot and Fiat linked hands to 
develop the Peugeot 806 (aka Citroen 
Synergie and Fiat Ulysse). 


Itkx)kslikea'Vffl^K_basedcHiavaii,and 
is extraordinary only in being amazingly 
roomy and in bastardising die reputations 
of three of the most charismatic makers 
in Europe. Fewmakessbave tried as bard 
as Fiat to rekindle that old-fashioned Latin 
styling verve. In the new Fiat Coup6 and 
Fiat Bravo, they have succeeded magnif- 
icently. The Ulysse, by comparison, looks 
about as distinctive as a cupboard. 

Equally, 'recent Peugeot batches and 
saloons have looked great The 806, by 
comparison, belongs in the commercial 
vehicle pari of the Peugeot showroom. 
How can makers who are so passionate 
about gootfdesigri serve up this? The 
upside is that the S06/Syn ergie/Ulysse dri- 
ves quite well. K you’re tempted, the best 


looking member of this uninspired trio is 
the 806, but the best value is the Hat. 

Car makers don’t just clone new ^ s - 
Far Eastern makers copy old ones. Dae- 
woo, which has made such a big splash in 
Britain (but has fared less well m most 
other Western markets), sells old Vaux- 
halls as new Nexias and new Esperos. 

The Nexia is actually a 10 -year-old 
Astra It’s new in manufacture if not in 
technology, and comes with a P-plate and 
all the normal Daewoo bells- and-wtusties 
support package. But it still makes much 
more sense to pop along to your local 
Vauxball dealer and go to the Network Q 
used-car section, and buy a nice second- 
hand Astra for many thousands less than 
Daewoo will sell you a new one. 


TEL 0171 293 2222 


motoring 


FAX; 0171 293 2505 


Car Accessories 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 



BUD Chains Ltd. - John Wilson Business Park 
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3QT ■ Thanet Way ■ Unit 10-12 
Telephone (0 1227) 2766 1 1 ■ Facsimile (0 1227) 276586 


4 Wheel Drive 


Car Accessories 



wwssenfels 


FOR MAXIMUM GRIP 
AND EASE OF FITTING 



SN0WCHAINS EUR0PR0DUCTS 

Bourne Enterprise Centre -Borough Green -Kent TNI 5 SDG 
Tel: 01732 884488 - Fax: 01732 884564 


4 Wheel Drive 



Diesel The Facts 


Diesel cars use far less fuel than petrol models. They're 
reliable, long lasting and often great to drive. Their 
total exhaust emissions* are actually lower than 
equivalent petrol cars - especially on short a round - 
town trips. Yet lately the/ve been getting a bad press. 

So is diesel better or worse for the environment 
than petrol? Do diesel cars cost more or less to buy 
and run? And which are the best diesel models? 

You'll discover the answers in Diesel Car & 4x4. 
Our hard-hitting road tests are unrivalled for dear, 
detailed and practical information. Our news and 
features pages are written for intelligent motorists who want well-informed, 
balanced coverage of transport and environmental issues. But we're here to 
entertain as well as inform: our aim, quite simply, is to provide a bigger and better 
read than any other motoring magazine. 

If you've given up in despair at the childishness of other car magazines, give 
Diesel Car & 4x4 a try. The December issue is in the shops now, price £230. But we're 
so confident you'll like it that if you return the coupon we'H send you two issues 
completely free of charge. If you don't want to carry on receiving Diesel Car a 4x4, 
just let us know by 30th December and we won't implement your credit card 
instructions. 


2 Issues FREE 


□ I'd Ek* to subsofl* M PIm iI 

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address . 


Cw aontfor 12 Issues plus 2 Free, starting HttfaOw current i 
- Initials ■ 


.Postcode. 


Please charge my □ Visa 0 Aceess/Ma starca r ii /Eurocard the sum of 0240 on j 
2nd JANUARY 1987, unless l cancel this subscription order before then. j 

Name and initials as on card ‘ jff 

num^ mm nnr i innmnmn ! 


Card expiry date | j| | | [j | 


■eORDUn U art WM *tt*ss a dXfwent Ann 
tMwrjr Attest D tat wrtiwh smart* sheet wmtstuai 


Your signature 


.Date 


I understand I am under no abBgatkm if I do nor wish to continue after the. two month 
fte* trial. / can cancel before payment Is duo on the 2nd January, 1997. If Idedde to 
continue I need do nothing. My subscription win bring me monthly ksuas of Ditati Car 
X 4x4 magazine for 12 consecutive issues. Offer appA-s to UK and BfPO addrezxs onfy 


•aggregate emissio ns of ca rbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, oxides of nitrogen and particulate matte c 
m grammes per kilometre 


I Return completed form to: M or rk ta Publishing Ud, FHEtPOST 150791, 
I Somethin. Somerset TA11 GBR (no samp needed If pasted within IHQ 
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BMW 


Test Drive 


Barons 


saloon a coupe 

04(11) 2toaxatt8anwa.Blue.PDC; 15,OOOm £14^06 

04«L1 ns DtamondeiadbGStmoL 22400fln 

04(L) ns Dark Rua, at.OOOro £11,006 

00(N) n« Jet Mack. ESR. Alarm, Stanao, AQOOni . . £17,009 

94(H) m BoatooQraan, ESR, 16£00m -E1M0S 

0401 nescpeoi&ddad Bade. ESR. 2&000m . . . JCtOOW 
0400 222 Cp»Wd»lk VfcHt.-tthr. ESR. 11.000m . . £2*£06 
OSQO 320 ISA Ardteathrar. ESR. Sttrao. SJOOoi . . XIB^tW 
«6fN) MB qw MM4ktOr.aB.BCd. 17,000m . £20903 


M(M) no Auto Monkxei BkXLUix Pack. lE.OOOm .£10*06 
00ft) SIS Alpkia VVMiraiadctby; Spt Pack, 6£00m £10996 
CXJNVfcHIBLE 

04(M) 320 jqtettWMK-Ustftetood. A/C. 85.000m X23JM6 
B4(L) 825 Bright Hao, gJW.pfeSW Hood, 19,000m . . £25,48# 


0401 810 Auto Lux Manrttfaa Bfcw, ESR. 34,500m . £HA05 

03(10 325 Bright Fled, Air Con. 4B^000m £14£0S 

96(N} 888 Ante Montreal EDua^bih^ ©SR. 5,000m . . JC2S.09S 
.Btoa. Laatttar. A/C, ftBOOm . . JE33JMK 

•MIERWliiVbK-ig ■ . ■ 1 < ‘ V 

_ . £2*£06 

SMmmL : C** EXSfcMfc ARcfc 7|&Bdm 0*4,006 . 

soft) 92BAaitfartM<3iwa*ti&5@^e.'i8<6^ sak mms 


01(19 730 AHE Whta, Lthar. WC, E/S*B*.43,000ro £18£0®’ 
0400 730 Ante Aapan Wwir, Uh*AY(^27,OOOrr*£20»96 . 

Famborougb V&J 252 } 5 W 85 - 

qnr^MaHt Hi-ra«3i-7jiOB HriooF wiuMjpiii' 



HEAVEN SOFTWARE 

Spacbdbfno m Gomes. Educottonel 

CD-ROM's Rofemneo. Business 

FORMULA ONE GRAND PRDC Z 
THE BEST DRIVING SIMULATION IN THE WORLD? 
FbrStUS 

WHEN YOU BUY THE 

PER4MB* SPORTS STEERING WHEEL 
ARCADE STYLE CONTROL, DIRECT GAME 
PORT CONNECTION 
For £59.99 

Special Purchase on 3.5 disk: 

. Mfcroscrft Auto Express UK & Ireland B43J99 
" t Microsoft Auto Express Europe £43.99 
Buy Both « £83:90 
1 . Also av8flable on CD Rom 

i Prices indude VAT & UK PAP 
v PQ Box 89 Stevenage SG2 8XL 
j TW: 01438 816411 Fax: 01438 818422 
jdfejvg. ■ Coil for our Brochure 

-Maa. Mastercard, Switch & Delta 


i-'&msr 


; ’ - Registration Numbers 


Collectors Cars 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY H!I_L DRIVE, CHORLEY PRC ONE 


Specialist In MJGL Sports Cars I 


FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE 

Large selection of quaTity 

MGB ROADSTERS, 
MGB GTS, AND MIDGETS 


All fully serviced, all with MoTs 
warranted and most have service history 


All M.G. Models urgently wanted 


ABA 8(7 1.680 
AD 7938 1.600 
AEH83A! 43S 
AJM32M 295 
835ALX1AS0 

20B^ LB Z450 
B1L7M2 700 
833 8JH IfiOO 
8LBHY 435 
JBBBf) 

BUMEY 2.660 
(BUMEYl) 
BNG537 950 
BOSS 5J50 
BOS 814 1^50 
AfflCAL 600 
184 CHR 1JM0 

rajmsi 

479 DEL 1A60 
1836 DK 1A50 
U DPS 595 
964 ECR 950 


[EGO 29 1^50 
|2EHR POA 
3BW POA 
344 EOT 400 
EES 74 1,850 
7 FC 6A00 
FCA! 10,000 
B5FCA 985 
85. FCA) 
ffl 2 1A00 
25 FH 3AB0 
GB 6697 2350 
838 GEA 1450 
P60RE 975 
(MrP.GORQ 
HAF 397 750 

HAZ6 


FE CC 


t j :t - i? i g . T np g 


'6 2j500 

(HA2EL) 

It HD A500 
HGl 28JXB 
M4RAT 500 
(JARWJT) 
JO 23 1JZ50 


JS 9383 3.650 
KDL353 1,250 
UL2I 1,450 
IUUAN ULLEY] 
UK 288 1,150 
LS 559 2J60 

849 LTO 500 
QMA 6.000 
MI3NSA 595 
(MENSA) 
MILKS 1^50 
[4UNHA 400 
NWELX l.ffiO 
(NIGEL X) 
NKU1B6 500 
NUMB 400 
CUT 717 
'50 P 
PCS 88 
PCS 462 1,B50 
POR I 17,000 
RAP40X 635 


500 

7,000 

3^00 


R8R938 1.145 

RES 885 1,850 
884 RH 2J50 
RLH856 1,450 

RN 9477 1.900 

SAH 929 1.850 
30 SEP 2400 
6886 SM 5,000 
AI50AN 500 
, (A1S0 AN) 
SUE 5I5W BOO 
I TCP 10 2.850 

[VCK 38 1.450 

(VIC OR VICKY) 

VER558 1Z50 

(VERNON/VERA) 
9WD 3.200 
WJN9II 1.450 
(PORSCHE) 
IWSVKU 600 
6423 WX 500 
XVLIR 1,750 


•laaaor. phone most are plus v a t 
■■.717.10 FAX ALL ARC PLUS TRANSFER 


Mobile Phones 


PHONES FROM 


orange 


£9.99 



♦Subject to Talk 60 or above 

FREE ACCESSORIES 
LEATHER CASE 
CIGAR LIGHTER ADAPTER 
SPARE BATTERY 



FREEPHONE 

0500 976973 


Docklands Telecom Centre 

I A Butch At Road, Bow, London T ? 

l Al.'/r end St, Central Line) 



Waterbikes 


MAZDA CHOICE 


UK's Largest Gbeke of Used) 
MX- 5 , MX- 6 , MX- 3 , etc 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 



4b H 
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To advertise in 
this section 
please call 

David Owen on 
0171 293 
2338. 
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The Trafficmaster YQ-gives drived aefewee warning 


‘ -V •••' C . ' 


feitelh’s 


Am^aKa fttm - Dixons, Oorys, TTte Unk Tsndy.Jtritn Ixoris Pautnerahip, Haltbr±L Rymana, -ftllcland, Mapttre^ htousa erf Rai^ eotocted t^met and Afldere Stores, Wrtftjnl Bectronk^ Motorworld. ChwIfcBrowna, A1 
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